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Outcome

St Francis of Assisi Catholic Primary School continues to be a good school.

What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils enjoy school. They are polite and well mannered. They behave well in lessons
because they want to learn. ‘Proud cloud’ and ‘golden time’ also provide good incentives
for good behaviour. Pupils listen to each other. They show respect for other people’s views
and opinions. One pupil summarised this saying, ‘Our school celebrates diversity and
seeks to help others.” Pupils in Year 6 help to teach English to children in Reception who
have limited English language skills.

Pupils are proud of their school. ‘Mini-Vinnies’ carry out important charitable work in the
local community. The school council has improved the school environment and raised
funds for equipment. Pupils told me that they always want to try their best. They have
high aspirations. One described a recent school visit to Leeds University, where he was
inspired to think about a career in engineering.

Pupils feel safe and well cared for in school. They say bullying is rare but that, if it did
happen, teachers would deal with it immediately. Leaders have provided pupils with skills
to ensure that they remain safe. An adult is always available for pupils to talk to, if they
have a problem.

Leaders have high expectations and aspirations for every child.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?

The acting headteacher and consultant headteacher have done much to improve the
quality of education in a short time. They want all pupils to do as well as they can.
Leaders of English and mathematics have a clear vision of where improvements are
needed and have taken appropriate action.

The school is working hard to create a culture where pupils love reading. The school
library has been upgraded and pupils enjoy using it. Each classroom has its own reading
area. A new reading scheme has been introduced. The leader for English has provided
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training for all staff in the early years with the result that pupils’ phonics skills are now
developing at a faster pace. Pupils who read to me were able to use their phonics skills to
sound out words and to read accurately. Staff who teach early reading demonstrate
strong subject knowledge. Pupils in Year 2 read well, although sometimes they do not
read books that are at the right level for their reading skills. Pupils who do not reach the
expected standard in the Year 1 phonics screening check are well supported.

In the school’s last inspection mathematics was identified as an area for improvement.
Pupils in key stage 2 demonstrate strong mathematics skills and achieve well. Observation
of learning and scrutiny of work in pupils books confirms this. In Year 6 pupils were able
to tell me how to find the percentage of any number. The leader for mathematics
appreciates that further work needs to be done to improve achievement in key stage 1.
She now needs to ensure that the curriculum meets the needs of the most able. In the
early years there has been a focus on improving basic number skills and new resources
have been purchased to support teaching and learning. Areas of learning in Reception
show that mathematics is now being linked to other areas of the curriculum. During my
visit, pupils were exploring numbers through play activities. Pupils enjoy the challenges
and take pride in their work.

The curriculum plan for geography is logical and it covers the national curriculum. Pupils
in Year 6 were able to use their knowledge of the earth’s structure to answer questions
like ‘Why do earthquakes occur?’ while in Year 2 pupils were developing valuable practical
map-work skills. However, sometimes pupils’ knowledge in geography and other subjects
is superficial and it does not build on previous learning. The leader for geography has
clear plans to improve provision across the whole school. Visits are well used to enhance
geography work. Pupils say they enjoy geography, particularly learning about different
cultures.

A considerable proportion of pupils have communication and language needs. The leader
for special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) ensures that extra support is
given to these pupils. This ensures that the pupils’ needs are met and that they
participate in all aspects of school life.

There have been many changes in the last year and most staff acknowledge that the
current leadership is working hard to improve the education for all pupils. Those staff with
whom I spoke feel well-supported.

There have also been recent changes to the governing body. A new chair of governors

has been appointed. Governors need to increase their knowledge of the new curriculum
to further support the headteacher and staff.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders make detailed checks on staff who join the school. They are recorded centrally
and are meticulously maintained.
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Leaders have a good understanding of the potential risks in the local area. Regular
safeguarding training is provided for all staff. The school’s information-sharing system is
used well. This keeps the designated safeguarding leader aware of the needs of any
vulnerable pupils. The acting headteacher works closely with external agencies to target
support where it is most needed.

Visits have been arranged from the community police and the fire brigade. Pupils learn
about internet safety, knife crime, drugs, fire safety and the danger of talking to
strangers.

Parents are highly complimentary about the care their children receive.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B The school’s leadership, including the governing body, has changed considerably in the
past year. Governors need to ensure that they have the knowledge to challenge and
support leaders to continue in their goal to provide high-quality education to all pupils.

B In some subject areas, such as history and geography, learning is not sequenced well
enough. This means that some pupils do not make as much progress as they could.
Senior leaders should work with subject leaders to ensure that curriculum plans, in
these subjects and the broader curriculum, effectively sequence the teaching of
knowledge and skills.

B The school has done much during the past year to improve the teaching of phonics and
establish a culture of reading. Consequently, pupils are reading well. However, leaders
need to ensure that books are closely matched to the reading skills of all pupils.

Background

When we have judged a school to be good we will then normally go into the school about
once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a section 8
inspection of a good school or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give graded
judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that the school
could now be better than good or that standards may be declining, then the next
inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date
of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or
the quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection
immediately.

This is the second section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be good on 16-17
June 2011.
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How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their
inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school.

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can
complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil

premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 108025

Local authority Leeds

Inspection number 10121825

Type of school Primary

School category Voluntary aided

Age range of pupils 3to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 223

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair Mrs V Misner

Headteacher Mrs V. Snejberkova-Taylor (Acting
Headteacher)

Website www.bsf-Leeds.co.uk

Date of previous inspection 25 May 2016

Information about this school

B The school is a Catholic primary school.
B The acting headteacher took up post in September 2019.
B The chair of governors took up post in September 2019.

W The proportion of pupils in receipt of free school meals is higher than the national
average.

B Pupils’ attendance is higher than the national average and persistent absence is low.

B The school had its most recent section 48 inspection, undertaken by the Diocese of
Leeds, in June 2016.

Information about this inspection

B ] held meetings with the acting headteacher, consultant headteacher and leaders for
English, mathematics and geography. I discussed provision for pupils with SEND with
the headteacher, who is also the SEND coordinator. I met with the designated
safeguarding leader and senior admin assistant. I met with the chair of governors, vice
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chair, foundation governor and two parent governors. I spoke with two representatives
from the local authority.

B Subjects considered in depth as part of this inspection were reading, mathematics and
geography. I talked to curriculum leaders and class teachers about these subjects. I
visited classes. I undertook a detailed scrutiny of pupils’ work in these subjects and
talked with pupils about their learning. I talked to pupils from Years 2, 3 and 6 about
reading and I listened to them all read.

B I checked the school’s safeguarding policies and procedures and the school’s single
central record. I met with leaders, staff, pupils and governors to check how effective
safeguarding is in school.

B [ examined a range of documents, including: school improvement plans, self-evaluation
information, curriculum planning, staff training records and governors’ minutes. Formal
meetings were held with groups of pupils from Years 5 and 6, where we discussed
aspects of behaviour, personal development and the curriculum.

m I spoke with parents before school and I considered 11 responses to Ofsted Parent
View, including the free-text comments. In addition, 20 responses from Ofsted’s online
questionnaire for staff were considered. There were no responses to Ofsted’s online
pupil questionnaire. I also met with five staff to talk about their workload and well-
being.

Inspection team

Richard Knowles, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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