
Childminder report

Inspection date: 17 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle quickly and soon become involved in activities in this happy and 
homely setting. Young children participate in a wide range of activities and learn 
from their interactions with older children and the childminder. They make choices 
from a broad variety of resources and confidently talk about what they want to do.

The childminder observes children and plans activities to encourage their next 
steps in learning. She values parents' knowledge of their children. Daily 
conversations with parents help to ensure that information about children's 
developing skills and interests is discussed. Children make good progress and any 
gaps in learning are investigated and addressed.

Children learn to cooperate, take turns and follow rules as they play games 
together. For example, older children explain to the younger ones how to play a 
game with sticks. The childminder is conscious to ensure fair play and joins in with 
the game, modelling how to play.

Children build positive relationships with the childminder. She is a very positive role 
model, with clear behavioural expectations. The childminder encourages all children 
to be polite and kind. She supports them to share and take turns through clear and 
consistent rules, and gently guides them to resolve conflicts. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder completes workshops and reads relevant literature to improve 
her practice, knowledge and skills. For instance, she has improved her practice 
in encouraging early mathematics. As a result, she clearly uses mathematical 
language with the children in their activities and checks that children's 
mathematical knowledge is developing relative to their age and understanding.

n The childminder clearly understands the importance of supporting children's 
language development. She skilfully engages children in conversations and 
encourages them to express their ideas through effective questioning. She 
extends their vocabulary well, for example introducing new words such as 'bolts' 
and 'screws' as they use the construction set.

n The childminder provides warm, nurturing care. She offers effective support for 
children's emotional well-being. For instance, the childminder takes time to hold 
discussions with children. They have opportunities to reflect on their own and 
other's feelings. When children are feeling unwell, the childminder listens 
attentively, enabling them to identify what is wrong, and then takes appropriate 
action for the situation. 

n Generally, the childminder extends and consolidates children's understanding 
well. However, she does not always prepare for how an activity can be extended 
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further to encourage the children to use and extend their knowledge, skills and 
imagination. 

n The childminder develops good partnerships with parents and other 
professionals. Regular face-to-face conversations about children's development 
and progress at home and in the childminder's setting help to ensure continuity. 
The childminder provides resources and ideas to encourage and support 
progress at home and in preparation for school. 

n The childminder promotes children's independence and self-care skills well. For 
example, she encourages toilet training in partnership with parents. Children 
learn to look after the resources as they help to tidy away. They learn about 
recycling to look after the planet.

n Parents and older children are highly complimentary about the childminder's 
services and the fun the children have in her care. Parents comment on the 
good progress their children make.

n The childminder successfully encourages early literacy skills. She regularly reads 
to children, providing them with fuel for their imaginations. Children have easy 
access to fact and fiction books and can take books home to share with their 
families. Children develop their awareness that writing has meaning as the 
childminder points to each word as she reads to them. Children enjoy 
opportunities to draw and make marks, and are proud to share their exercise 
books, which are full of their work. 

n The childminder encourages children to develop a healthy lifestyle and learn 
about the impact of healthy activities on their bodies. She encourages them to 
drink water regularly throughout the day, encourages healthy eating and 
provides good opportunities for physical activity every day. 

n The childminder works with assistants on occasions. She ensures that the 
assistants understand their safeguarding role and how to meet the children's 
needs.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding is of paramount importance to the childminder. She risk assesses her 
property and activities thoroughly and takes appropriate steps to manage risks. 
She encourages children to develop an awareness of safe behaviours and what 
they can do to promote their own safety. The childminder has a good 
understanding of the potential signs of abuse and the action she must take to 
report her concerns to the appropriate professionals. She gathers detailed 
information from parents regarding children's allergies and medication. She keeps 
detailed records of medication administered and accidents. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n consider how the activities planned can be extended to further support children's 
learning and imagination.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY452102

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10075260

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 2 to 9

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 23

Date of previous inspection 19 July 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2012. She lives in the Chandlers Ford area of 
Eastleigh, Hampshire. She provides care for children from Monday to Friday, from 
7.30am to 6.30pm, throughout the year. The childminder sometimes works with 
one of two assistants.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynne Lewington

Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of the premises with the childminder and discussed the 
areas used, resources and safety.

n The inspector observed the childminder and children at play and talked to them 
about their activities.

n The inspector reviewed written comments from parents and older children and 
took these into account.

n Documents and online computer records provided by the childminder were 
reviewed.

n The inspector discussed the role of the assistants and how the childminder 
supervises their activities.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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