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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children are wonderfully safe and secure in this exceptional nursery and pre-
school. They benefit from a wealth of rich opportunities to be physically active and
develop a love of nature. For instance, younger children take regular walks in all
weathers. They look for animals and collect objects of interest such as leaves and
pine cones, which they explore intently during sensory play. Older children engage
in highly stimulating play experiences. For instance, they climb trees and swing
from rope swings, challenging themselves as they confidently take risks and build
resilience through well-supervised play activities.

Older children learn to use hand tools safely to make their own medallions. They
use flint and steel to make 'dragon sneeze' sparks in the forest school. Staff model
high standards of behaviour as they speak politely to one another and the children.
They greet each other warmly and value children's thoughts and ideas extremely
well. For instance, staff involve children in decision-making, skilfully capturing their
voice as they set ground rules and talk about their favourite activities. As a result,
children demonstrate exemplary behaviour. For example, younger children listen
exceptionally well and follow instructions. They hold hands as they walk to the
indoor garden, giggling in delightful anticipation of feeding the fish in the pond.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff skilfully provide high-quality education and demonstrate superb teaching.
For instance, they provide imaginative music and movement sessions and find
ways to involve children so that they are able to be active in ways that interest
them and develop their health and ability. Staff make excellent use of planning
and assessments to build on what children know and can do. As a result,
children make rapid progress in their development.

W Staff plan activities that cover a broad range of the chosen curriculum, and
children are eager and highly motivated to learn. For example, older children
delight as they play enjoyable action games to explore mathematical concepts.
They enjoy pretending to be 'current buns in the baker shop', making great use
of their imaginations. Children demonstrate high levels of concentration and
engage superbly, responding politely to adults and taking care to listen to their
friends respectfully.

W Staff provide wonderful opportunities to support children's social and emotional
development. Great consideration is given to allocating key persons. Staff ensure
that younger children benefit from highly consistent teaching and emotional
support. As a result, parents are highly complimentary and comment that the
nursery is 'exceptional'. They appreciate the reassuring and supportive approach
and describe how staff go out of their way to accommodate their needs.

m Children are provided with a rich set of experiences. They observe photographs
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and find themselves, laughing in delight as they recount previous activities. They
relish the opportunities provided by staff to practise speaking and listening
wonderfully well in a variety of ways. Older children speak with confidence as
they share their interests during engaging circle times. Staff enhance routine
activities, such as self-registration, to help children consider how they are feeling
and why. This helps to teach children the language of feelings.

B Parents engage exceptionally well with well-planned home learning experiences.
For instance, staff create story suitcases for children to take home. These
thoughtfully contain children's favourite books, soft toys and hot chocolate, and
help to foster a love of reading across all age groups. Parents greatly appreciate
the opportunity to spend quality time reading to their child at home. As a result,
children benefit from consistent and highly nurturing experiences which they
share between home and nursery.

B Leaders and managers are highly reflective and ambitious for the nursery. They
continually seek ways to develop the provision in order to maximise
opportunities for children's learning and development. Staff are experienced and
well qualified and demonstrate a well-established bond. The manager values the
team highly and draws upon their strengths in order to make outstanding
progress.

W Staff report that they feel happy and extremely well supported in their roles.
They comment that the manager is a 'blessing', helping to steer the nursery in a
new direction. Planned improvements are made in collaboration, based on the
needs of the children, for example introducing enhancements to the curriculum
and developing a new playground.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children's safety and well-being are given paramount importance. Safeguarding
procedures are robust. Staff understand their responsibility to safeguard children
and know how to report their concerns. Staff receive high-quality training
opportunities to help keep their knowledge of safeguarding and wider child
protection issues up to date. Leaders and managers demonstrate exceptional
commitment to ensuring that high standards of safety and well-being are
monitored and maintained overtime. For instance, they invest in an accreditation
programme to help them ensure that the whole team is well equipped to deal with
an emergency.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection nhumber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children
Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY456627

Devon

10125879

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care

Oto5

42

102

Thorne Manor Day Nursery (Holsworthy) Ltd

RP532193

01409255444
27 June 2013

Information about this early years setting

Thorne Manor Day Nursery first registered in 2004. Following a change to the
management structure it re-registered with Ofsted in 2012. It is situated on a
working farm just outside the market town of Holsworthy, Devon. The nursery
receives funding to provide early education for children aged two, three and four
years. It opens each weekday from 8am to 6pm, for 50 weeks of the year. There
are 23 members of staff. Of these, 20 hold full childcare qualifications, including
five who are qualified to degree level, and one member of staff is a level 3

apprentice.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Carly Ellicott

Inspection report: Thorne Manor Day Nursery 4

14 February 2020



Oféted

Inspection activities

B The inspector carried out a learning walk to ascertain how educational activities
benefit children's development.

B The inspector carried out two joint observations with the manager and discussed
the quality of staff teaching.

B A range of documentation was sampled, including policies and procedures, staff
suitability and training certificates.

B Parents' views were obtained through discussion and written feedback. The
inspector viewed a range of completed questionnaires and emails.

B The inspector spoke to staff and children throughout the day, and observed the
range of activities provided for children inside and outside.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofst

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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