
Childminder report

Inspection date: 12 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in the childminder's nurturing environment. They are highly 
motivated and respond exceptionally well to her high expectations for their care 
and learning. The childminder provides an extremely varied and rich curriculum 
which is tailored to children's individual needs and abilities. She takes into account 
their personalities and interests when planning for the next stage in their learning. 
Children are highly independent, make choices in their learning and listen well 
when the childminder explains activities. For example, older children excitedly 
explore making patterns with marbles and paint, and younger children make their 
own creations using their fingers in the paint. Children show a great sense of pride 
as they achieve and the childminder gives them lots of praise.

Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are extremely well 
supported by the childminder, who works closely with other professionals to make 
sure she can support them in making the best possible progress. Children 
communicate well because the childminder places a high emphasis on supporting 
their communication and language development.

Children behave exceptionally well. They patiently wait their turn as they get ready 
to go outside, and the older children show high levels of independence as they try 
to help younger children prepare by putting on their coats and boots. The 
childminder is a positive role model in the way she speaks to the children, helping 
them to value and respect others.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder is highly skilled in her teaching methods. She knows when to 
step in and support children and when it is appropriate to stand back and 
encourage them to independently succeed. She is constantly evaluating her 
learning environment. For example, she recognises that children need to develop 
all their muscles and it is better for them to be standing during activities rather 
than sitting all the time. She has created a long bench for children which is just 
the right height for them to play with equipment of their choice.

n The childminder has exceptionally positive relationships with parents. She shares 
how the children are progressing and seeks ideas from parents to evaluate the 
learning offered. The childminder shares activities that parents could do at home 
to enhance children's learning. Parents state that their children are making very 
good progress and thoroughly enjoy the wide variety of activities and outings 
they go on with the childminder.

n The childminder provides a wealth of learning opportunities outside the home. 
For example, children visit local beaches, parks and places of interest in the 
community. This helps them to learn about the natural world and the 
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communities they live in.
n The childminder has extremely effective systems in place to monitor her 

provision and to make sure that she is continually improving. For example, she 
attends a wealth of training opportunities, looks at research and meets with 
other early years professionals to extend her knowledge to improve her practice 
even further. Parents report that they are confident and encouraged to make 
suggestions about any improvements the childminder could consider.

n Children build excellent relationships with the childminder and each other. They 
are keen to play together. For example, when the children use the shop role-
play area they excitedly agree who will be the shopkeeper and who will be the 
customer. They cooperate well and the childminder is on hand to extend their 
learning. She recently attended a course about promoting children's language 
and literacy. This has helped her to support children further with their 
communication. She has introduced an early literacy area where children make 
marks, use letters in their play and choose their own nursery rhymes.

n The childminder places a high emphasis on healthy eating and healthy lifestyles. 
She has introduced different resources to support children with their oral health, 
physical well-being and eating healthy foods. She encourages parents to take 
the resources home to ensure a more consistent approach.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has highly effective procedures in place to safeguard children. She 
has an in-depth knowledge of all aspects of safeguarding, including the 'Prevent' 
duty and how she can help children learn to stay safe. The environment is safe and 
well thought out, and the childminder regularly reviews activities and the space she 
uses to make sure that children's safety is paramount. Children are encouraged to 
think about how to manage risks in their play. This enables them to gain a good 
understanding of how to keep themselves safe both in the home and when on 
outings.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY289718

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10125565

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1 to 8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 14

Date of previous inspection 4 November 2015

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2004 and lives in St Austell, Cornwall. She works with 
an assistant and operates each weekday throughout the year. The childminder has 
a level 3 qualification in childcare and receives early education funding for children 
aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lorraine Sparey

Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a tour of the areas used by the children and noted that 
they were safe. The childminder talked about how she uses her learning 
environment to promote an effective curriculum.

n The inspector spoke to parents to gain their views.
n The inspector observed children and the childminder throughout the inspection 

in the playroom, lounge and outdoor area, and spoke with the children at 
appropriate times.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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