
Inspection of Queen Eleanor Pre-
School
The Village Hall, Queen Street, Geddington, Northants NN14 1AZ

Inspection date: 11 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have excellent relationships with staff, which is a high expectation 
promoted by the setting. When children first arrive at the setting, they choose their 
own key person. Children value the praise they receive from staff which supports 
their emotional well-being. They demonstrate that they are happy and safe. 
Children's behaviour is good; they take turns and share the toys.

Children are confident and eager to learn. They are polite and courteous; for 
instance, they say 'please' and 'thank you'. Staff have high expectations of children. 
They plan and provide activities around children's interests. Staff ensure children 
are offered a well-thought-out curriculum. This helps to ensure that all children 
make good progress in their learning and development. For example, staff track 
children's play closely and quickly identify any gaps in their learning. They offer 
appropriate support for children who need it the most in order for them to progress 
in their development.  

Children delight in sharing snack time together. They develop their social and 
language skills as they interact and engage in conversations with staff and their 
friends. Children talk about how to keep healthy and what food is good for them. 
Children's independence skills are supported well. For example, at snack time, they 
choose the fruit they like and pour drinks from a jug carefully. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Partnerships with parents are strong and parents speak highly of staff. Before 
children start at the setting, staff gather useful information from parents about 
their child. This supports children in having a smooth transition into the setting 
and reassures parents. Parents state that their children settle well and are 
regularly informed about their child's progress. Staff work closely with parents of 
children who require extra support, for example sharing new strategies to help 
them to manage their children's behaviour at home. This ensures that children 
receive consistent messages about what is expected of them.

n Staff support children's language and communication skills well. They continually 
model words clearly to help to develop children's vocabulary. Staff take swift 
action to seek help for children who require extra support to develop their 
speaking skills. 

n Children thoroughly enjoy exploring and investigating the good range of 
activities both inside and outside. However, on occasions, staff do not make the 
most of children's play and interests to extend and challenge them to learn as 
much as possible. 

n The manager supports staff effectively. She monitors their professional 
development well and clearly identifies any training and support needs to 
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improve their performance. For example, she invites them to attend supervision 
meetings termly and undertakes regular observations of staff with appropriate 
feedback given. 

n Staff are attentive to children's needs and children are keen to talk to them 
about what they are doing and learning. However, on occasions, staff do not 
extend their questioning to help children think more deeply about their ideas and 
thoughts. 

n Children benefit from a well-equipped garden to support their learning and 
interests. For example, children independently access different mark-making 
resources to support their early writing skills. They relish in making marks on 
their 'bug den' with the crayons and paint. Children extend their own learning 
and use other resources to make marks on, such as sticky tape and chalk 
boards. They take great pride in sharing with the staff what they have achieved. 

n Visitors from the local community attend the setting to broaden children's 
experiences from home. They engage in discussions with the children about 
various uses of transport to get to the library. Children deepen their knowledge 
and understanding of how to protect their local environment. They come up with 
the idea to use a bus to visit the library to minimise the use of cars and 
pollution.

n During circle time, children have the chance to 'show and tell'. A bird's nest is 
brought in and children confidently talk about what they have found. Other 
children are curious, listen carefully and sit patiently as they wait for their turn to 
see the nest. Children show good levels of concentration, which helps to support 
their readiness for the next stage in their learning, such as school.

n Any children who have food allergies are supported well. Staff have clear 
systems in place to prevent cross-contamination at snack times, to ensure 
children's dietary needs are met. Furthermore, children's health is promoted 
effectively, for example as they spend plenty of time outside exercising in the 
fresh air.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a secure understanding of the signs of abuse and where to report 
concerns about children's safety and welfare. Staff attend training, including on 
child protection, paediatric first aid and the 'Prevent' duty. They have a good 
understanding of wider safeguarding issues. The manager understands her 
responsibility to work with other agencies to promote children's safety. Risk 
assessments are completed thoroughly to ensure that children are kept safe. This 
helps to provide a safe environment for children. The setting's safeguarding policy 
is reviewed regularly. Robust recruitment procedures are in place to ensure staff 
are suitable to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n make the most of children's play and interests to extend and challenge them so 
they learn as much as possible 

n improve the way staff ask questions, in order to help children think more deeply 
about their ideas and thoughts. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY551345

Local authority Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10143556

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Cacciatore, Anna-Marie

Registered person unique 
reference number RP551344

Telephone number 07789776208

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Queen Eleanor Pre-School registered in 2017. It operates in Geddington, 
Northamptonshire and is managed privately. The pre-school employs three 
members of childcare staff. Of these, one holds an early years qualification at level 
2, one a level 4 and one holds qualified teacher status. The pre-school opens from 
Monday to Friday during term time. Sessions are from 9am until midday. The pre-
school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Victoria Stone
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Inspection activities

n The inspector took part in a learning walk with the manager, who explained how 
the curriculum is planned to meet the needs of the children.

n The inspector spoke to parents to find out their views about the pre-school.
n The inspector and the manager completed a joint observation of an activity 

together and discussed the impact this has on children's learning.
n The inspector held a meeting with the pre-school manager and viewed a sample 

of documents, including paediatric first-aid certificates and evidence of staff 
suitability.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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