
Inspection of The Co-operative 
Childcare Finchfield
72 Finchfield Road, Wolverhampton WV3 9LG

Inspection date: 13 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Leaders and staff are passionate about providing outstanding care and education 
for all children. The breadth and quality of the curriculum are a major strength of 
the nursery. The nursery is a hive of stimulating and challenging activities 
throughout. Children are completely absorbed in their play. Their levels of 
engagement are superb. They make excellent progress in all areas of learning. 
Teaching is highly skilful. This supports all children to achieve at the highest 
possible level, including those children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. Staff expertly extend children's speaking and listening skills. 
Consequently, children are exceedingly strong communicators. Wonderfully warm 
and close relationships are apparent between staff and children. Children are 
extremely happy, exude confidence and have high levels of self-esteem. They 
possess an incredible sense of belonging. 

Children demonstrate highly advanced social skills. They show great care and 
consideration to others. For example, when a child spills their drink during lunch, 
another child goes to get a paper towel for them, without being prompted. 
Children's behaviour is exemplary. They have an excellent knowledge of the rules 
and boundaries of the nursery. This helps them to manage their own behaviour 
very well and understand why certain behaviours are not acceptable.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There are an abundance of opportunities for children to develop the necessary 
skills and attitudes they need for future learning. All children develop 
outstanding knowledge and skills in readiness for school.

n Staff's excellent storytelling skills help to inspire children to appreciate the 
richness of words and develop their listening skills. Children are animated, 
extremely motivated and excited. They work as a team, repeating refrains and 
acting out the parts of the characters. Staff continually develop children's critical 
thinking skills with their skilful questioning as they ask children to recall and 
discuss different parts of the story.

n Children relish the special outdoor-learning sessions that take place in the local 
park in all weathers. They are provided with excellent experiences that 
encourage investigation. Children talk with great enthusiasm about their 
knowledge of the world around them. For example, they skilfully link their prior 
learning about life cycles to the caterpillar they find in the park. 

n Babies giggle and engage with staff as they enjoy music sessions. Staff use 
favourite books to encourage babies to use sounds to help them to develop their 
language skills. Pre-school children can recognise letters, say the letter sounds 
and blend them together to say words. They can write their own names. 

n Children of all ages learn about how things work and simple technology. For 
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example, babies enjoy investigating and exploring toys that make sounds when 
they press buttons. Older children operate simple computer programs.

n Babies are completely at ease and content. Staff respond swiftly to their needs. 
For example, when babies are upset, staff promptly provide cuddles and gentle 
words to sooth them.

n Children are exceptionally independent. They learn to manage their own 
personal care. At lunchtime, they serve their own food and drink, and scrape 
and stack their plates when they finish their meal. 

n Staff expertly promote equality and diversity throughout the nursery. For 
example, they encourage children to vote for their preferred activities. 

n The management team uses rigorous and effective systems for self-evaluation. 
They scrutinise every aspect of the nursery. They constantly evaluate the 
curriculum and provide continuous training for staff to help broaden the 
curriculum they offer to children. Children's progress is meticulously assessed 
and regularly monitored. 

n Extensive information is shared between parents and staff. Parents are provided 
with detailed information about their children's learning, along with ideas on how 
they can continue their children's learning at home. Staff encourage parents to 
take home books from the nursery library to read with their children. Parents say 
the staff are 'marvellous' and go 'above and beyond'. They are delighted with 
the 'exceptional progress' their children make at the nursery.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have an excellent understanding of safeguarding. Staff supervise 
children vigilantly and ensure a safe environment is maintained. They have an 
excellent understanding of the signs that may indicate a child may be at risk of 
harm, including from extreme views. The wide-ranging curriculum helps children to 
develop essential skills, such as how to keep themselves safe. In the park, children 
remind each other to 'be careful and keep away from the hole' made by the fallen 
tree. Robust recruitment procedures are in place to ensure that staff working with 
children are suitable to do so.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY476543

Local authority Wolverhampton

Inspection number 10116449

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 144

Number of children on roll 210

Name of registered person The Midcounties Co-Operative Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900862

Telephone number 01902 427511

Date of previous inspection 26 January 2016

Information about this early years setting

The Co-operative Childcare Finchfield registered in 2014. The nursery employs 46 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 40 hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 2 or above, including nine with early years degrees. The nursery opens 
from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7am until 6.30pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Laycock
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a tour of the nursery with the manager and discussed 
how the curriculum is organised.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors, including accompanying the pre-school group to the local park for 
their outdoor-learning session, and assessed the impact on children's learning. 

n The inspector carried out a number of joint observations of different activities 
with the nursery manager.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The inspector held a meeting with manager and the management team. She 
looked at relevant documentation and checked evidence of the suitability of staff 
working in the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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