
Inspection of Foulds Pre-School
Foulds School, Byng Road, Barnet, Herts EN5 4NR

Inspection date: 10 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are inquisitive and highly motivated to learn. The learning environment 
inspires children's natural curiosity and they are keen to lead their own play. They 
confidently explore and investigate, and staff consistently encourage them to find 
things out for themselves. Children make exceptional progress across the seven 
areas of learning, which prepares them for the next stage of their education. They 
are articulate and readily engage in conversation. Staff question skilfully, extending 
children's thinking and speaking skills effectively. Children's behaviour is superb. 
The staff act as extremely good role models and have high expectations of 
children's conduct. The bonds between staff and children are strong. Children are 
introduced to their key person during a home visit, and a gradual introduction 
helps to support their emotional security. Children demonstrate exceptional social 
skills. They are very considerate towards others and are very skilled in resolving 
conflict. The staff encourage children to have a go at new challenges and help 
them to work through to a successful completion. Children use their advanced 
physical skills while building using large construction blocks. They engage in 
imaginative role play when they operate a vast array of play tools and resources, 
as they cooperatively pretend to build houses. Older children choose to take paper 
and pens and proudly show the 'plans' that they are drawing of the houses they 
want to build. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The staff's excellent teaching highly motivates children to remain immersed and 
deeply engaged in all activities. For example, when making their own dough, 
staff question children about where flour comes from, encouraging them to think 
for themselves. 

n Staff supervision is highly effective. The provider uses her extensive early years 
knowledge and skills to consistently provide staff with guidance and coaching. 
This ensures that high standards of care and education are maintained. Training 
priorities are decided upon with individuals and as a team. Recent training has 
improved staff's superb skills in dealing with varying behaviours, using highly 
consistent positive reinforcement as a very effective communication strategy. 

n On arrival, children cannot wait to get involved, happily leaving their parents to 
speak with staff while they greet their friends and begin to play. Young children 
who are new to the group settle quickly with their key person's support. 

n Staff help children acquire new knowledge and foster a deep understanding of 
people beyond their own family and community. For example, children learn to 
count and sing songs, and they thoroughly enjoy their weekly French lessons. 
Children are highly curious and enjoy learning about various people and different 
customs. They share their own experiences and ways of life during special circle 
times. 
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n The partnerships with parents are excellent. Parents initially provide highly 
comprehensive information about their child's development and care needs. 
Staff and parents promptly share home experiences and information regularly. 
Parents make comments on a 'children's interests' board and share videos of 
special home events. Staff promptly share the awe and wonder found in 
children's achievements through their 'wow' moments. 

n The provider and staff continually observe and assess what children know and 
can do. Staff provide additional challenges to extend children's learning and help 
them master any skills that they find difficult. Staff demonstrate a superb 
understanding of how children learn and develop. 

n Children have an exceptional understanding of the importance of keeping 
healthy and practise their excellent independence skills in a variety of ways. For 
example, younger children encounter some difficulty when they try to take off 
their own shoes or put on their own coats. Staff speak to them reassuringly and 
make suggestions to support their independence and help them to succeed. 

n The provider and staff ensure that the education and health plans of children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities are successfully integrated in 
the learning environment. Staff quickly establish effective professional 
partnerships with other professionals. They facilitate high levels of continuity in 
children's learning and care. 

n Children's creativity and literacy development are exceptionally well supported. 
Children routinely make marks in different ways, including using sticks in mud or 
dribbling glue onto black cardboard sheets to imitate a snails trail, after reading 
their favourite book. Children develop very good pencil control and while 
drawing they create and confidently talk about their detailed pictures. 

n Young children count while they play, and older children solve mathematical 
problems as they weigh ingredients for the dough they're making. Children 
confidently talk about measures and know the difference between the quantities 
'whole' and 'half'. They recognise numerals beyond 10. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider ensures that staff keep their safeguarding knowledge up to date. All 
staff complete a wealth of training. They know the signs of abuse and neglect and 
the referral procedures to follow if they have a concern. Staff are very aware of 
their responsibilities to prevent children being drawn into situations that may put 
them at risk. Procedures for recruitment and selection are highly robust in ensuring 
the suitability of staff. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 147535

Local authority Barnet

Inspection number 10137724

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person Patrick, Denise

Registered person unique 
reference number RP512403

Telephone number 020 4409040 (m) 07789173110

Date of previous inspection 4 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

Foulds Pre-School registered in 1985. The pre-school employs five members of 
childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and 
above. The manager holds early years professional status. The pre-school opens 
Monday to Friday from 8am until 4.30pm, during school term time and some school 
holidays. It provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anahita Aderianwalla
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities outdoors, and 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The manager conducted a joint observation with the inspector. 
n The inspector spoke to the provider, staff and children at appropriate times 

through the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their views.
n The inspector held meeting with the provider. She looked at relevant 

documentation, such as evidence of the suitability of staff working in the setting, 
qualifications and training certificates. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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