
Childminder report

Inspection date: 17 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are highly confident individuals, who are very self-assured in new social 
situations. They show that they feel very safe and secure in the setting. Children 
develop incredibly strong bonds with the childminder and her assistant. They often 
go to them for cuddles and tell them, 'I love you'. Children's behaviour is 
impeccable. They consistently use excellent manners and show great kindness and 
consideration for each other. Children are happy, share and take turns amicably. 
The childminder and her assistant are excellent role models for children. They are 
very patient and kind.

The childminder ensures that fun is always at the top of the agenda for children in 
her setting. She strives to give children memorable experiences that they will 
remember for the rest of their lives. The childminder takes children on an 
abundance of exciting places in the community. For example, children are in awe 
when they see tall ships at the docks in the city centre. They learn with great 
enthusiasm about the adventures of different characters who sail on the sea. 
Children talk about the tremendous fun they had when they dressed up as pirates 
and pretended to 'walk the plank'. They become animated as they share their 
thrilling experiences.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder helps children to learn about the differences and similarities 
between themselves and others. For instance, they visit synagogues, cathedrals 
and churches, and learn about other religions. Children are in awe when they 
see giant, large-scale models of the earth and the moon hanging from a ceiling. 
They learn about the universe, the world and where they live in relation to 
others. Children light a candle to remember and pray for people who have 'gone 
to heaven'. They state, 'I blew a candle out for nanny as she went to the stars.'

n The childminder involves children in local support schemes to help them to 
express kindness to others. For instance, she takes them to buy items to 
contribute to a local food bank. Children develop an awareness of helping those 
who are less fortunate than themselves.

n The childminder works very well in partnership with other settings, professionals 
and agencies. She knows how to support children who need early help 
interventions. The childminder signposts parents to external guidance, in 
addition to offering her own help and advice. For example, she gives parents 
ideas on how to support children's speech and language development at home.

n The childminder and her assistant support children's verbal communication skills 
very well. For instance, they use their own clear language when talking to 
children. The childminder and her assistant ask skilful questions and give 
children plenty of time to think and respond with an answer. They consistently 
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repeat words and phrases after children to help them to learn the correct 
pronunciation. Children progress well with their speaking skills.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. The childminder keeps parents well 
informed of their child's day and what they learn. Parents' feedback is very 
complimentary. For example, they say that their children are so confident, and 
they adore the childminder and her assistant. Other comments describe how 
children enjoy the homely feel of the provision and they access a fabulous range 
of activities.

n The highly qualified childminder and her well-qualified assistant access training 
and webinars to help them to improve their skills. They use information gained 
well to support children's individual needs. The childminder and her assistant use 
various ways to support children to manage their feelings and emotions. For 
example, they distract children by going out for a walk, helping them to calm 
down. They use simple explanations and help children to talk about how they 
are feeling. Children learn to understand how their behaviour may impact on 
others.

n The childminder builds a well-designed curriculum that promotes children's 
learning across all areas. Overall, the childminder and her assistant work well 
together. They check that children enjoy the activities that they provide. 
However, there are times when the childminder does not consistently ensure 
that younger children are fully engaged in large-group activities.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder and her assistant frequently refresh their knowledge of child 
protection issues. They access regular training about wider safeguarding matters. 
The childminder ensures that her assistant understands the setting's policies and 
procedures. They both know what to do should they have any concerns about a 
child's welfare and to report any concerns to the correct agencies. The childminder 
and her assistant are highly aware of potential hazards to children and implement 
effective risk assessments. For instance, they know that babies explore using their 
mouths, so they ensure that they check that there are no small parts that could 
cause a choking hazard.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the organisation of large-group activities so that younger children are 
consistently highly engaged in their learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY251273

Local authority Liverpool

Inspection number 10106107

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1 to 5

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 11

Date of previous inspection 25 July 2014

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2003 and lives in Hunts Cross, Liverpool. She 
operates all year round from 8am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank 
holidays and family holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate childcare 
qualification at level 6. She works with an assistant who is qualified at level 3. The 
childminder provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Daphne Carr

Inspection activities

n The childminder discussed with the inspector how she designs and organises the 
curriculum for the children in her care.

n The inspector and the childminder completed a joint observation together.
n Children, the childminder and the assistant spoke to the inspector at appropriate 

times during the inspection.
n Parents' views were considered by the inspector through written feedback that 

some parents had provided.
n The inspector checked evidence of the suitability of the childminder and the 

assistant. She checked evidence of their qualifications.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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