
 

School report 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Inspection of Hexthorpe Primary 
School 
Urban Road, Hexthorpe, Doncaster, South Yorkshire DN4 0HH 

 
 
 
Inspection dates: 29–30 January 2020 
 
 

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement 

The quality of education Requires improvement 

Behaviour and attitudes Good 

Personal development Good 

Leadership and management Requires improvement 

Early years provision Good 

Previous inspection grade Requires improvement 
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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils told us they feel safe and happy in school. They move around school calmly 
and confidently. Behaviour has improved since the last inspection. When pupils’ 
behaviour is not good, adults support pupils in making the right choice. Pupils say 
bullying does happen but adults deal with this well. Pupils with complex issues have 
their needs met well.  
 
In the early years, children have a good start to learning. Well-planned activities 
help them learn well. Children have good relationships with adults and other 
children.  
 
Adults teach reading well in Reception and key stage 1. Senior leaders have ensured 
that learning to read is a priority for younger pupils. Reading is not well taught in 
key stage 2. This limits some pupils’ ability to become successful readers. 
 
Senior leaders are reviewing the curriculum. They know they need to ensure that 
what pupils learn will help with what they learn next. Currently, pupils do not 
regularly revisit learning so that it is firmly embedded in their long-term memory. 
Senior leaders have established that some teachers are not checking pupils’ 
understanding effectively. They do not use this information well enough to plan the 
next steps.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better?  
 
Senior leaders and governors understand the school’s strengths and areas to 
improve well. They are aspirational about the education they wish to provide for 
pupils at Hexthorpe Primary School. They know that improvement has not been 
rapid enough. The transition management board has recently been strengthened. 
Members are beginning to make the necessary improvements to realise the school’s 
vision.  
 
The pastoral team notices and addresses pupils’ concerns urgently. Members tackle 
issues in attendance with diligence. Consequently, pupils’ attendance is improving. 
The school has strong links with the local community.  
 
Pupils are tolerant and respectful of each other. Their excellent social skills are seen 
when they work together. Pupils understand other cultures and backgrounds. For 
example, in Reception, children made Chinese lanterns to celebrate Chinese New 
Year. Through debating, pupils are able to voice their opinions and justify these. The 
school encourages pupils’ voice through an active school council. There is a very 
positive environment for learning at Hexthorpe Primary School. 
 
The curriculum planning and delivery are secure in some, but not all, areas of the 
curriculum. This enables pupils to achieve as they should. In science, teaching 
places the use of scientific vocabulary, content and skills at the centre of learning. As 
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a result, pupils are exposed to appropriate scientific knowledge and conceptual 
understanding. 
 
In some subjects, this is not the case. This is because teachers have not ensured 
that pupils’ knowledge is secure before setting new tasks. In mathematics, for 
example, some teachers do not assess well enough. This means they do not check 
for any gaps in pupils’ knowledge before moving on to the next task. In geography, 
pupils do not have a clear understanding of some of the skills and vocabulary used 
in current teaching. 
 
Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities receive the support they 
need from staff. The school is highly inclusive. Pupils with complex emotional needs 
have them met well. This is helping these pupils to achieve as well as their peers.  
 
In the early years, children learn well. This is because highly competent staff provide 
children with the right experiences. This enables them to learn new skills and 
knowledge. In phonics, well-trained staff are clear about the sounds and words 
children need to know at each stage. On the whole, books are well matched to the 
sounds children know. The richly resourced learning areas help children to be 
inquisitive in their learning. Children play together, share their learning with each 
other and hold conversations confidently.  
 
Senior leaders recognise that, due to staffing instability, some middle leaders need 
further support. This has affected pupils’ learning and progress. A programme of 
training to enable these middle leaders to improve their craft is now in place.  
 
While children learn to read well in the early years, not enough pupils reach the 
expected standard by the end of Year 6. Pupils in upper key stages who need to 
catch up rapidly are not provided with a consistent approach to become fluent in 
reading. Pupils are provided with too few opportunities to foster a love of reading. 
Pupils do not have sufficient opportunity to read for pleasure. 
 
Staff say that they feel valued in their roles. Leaders are considerate of their well-
being and workload. Staff enjoy opportunities to work together and model teaching 
in each other’s classes. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Staff at all levels take safeguarding seriously. Record-keeping is thorough. The 
pastoral team has an effective relationship with external agencies. Members are 
quick to act on issues and offer guidance and support. All staff have a clear 
understanding of their roles. Staff are very watchful and quick to step in if they 
notice something is not right. They receive regular training and up-to-date 
information. Pupils know how to keep themselves safe in and out of school. They 
know what to do if something is not right. 
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Senior leaders have not ensured that curriculum plans are coherently planned and 

sequenced in all subjects. This means that pupils are not secure in what they 
need to know and remember. This weaker planning is often a direct result of 
teachers not checking precisely the gaps in pupils’ knowledge and understanding. 
Therefore, the content of the curriculum is not accurately addressing needs. 
Leaders should focus on making sure that teachers use assessment information 
appropriately so that pupils are learning more and remembering more. Leaders 
must also make sure that plans are carefully and logically sequenced so that 
teaching supports pupils in building on previous learning.  

 Leaders have not made reading a priority for pupils in key stage 2. Pupils who 
need help to become fluent readers are not getting appropriate support. This has 
hindered too many older pupils from becoming successful readers. Staff must 
plan the reading curriculum so that it better meets the needs of these pupils. 
Leaders should foster a love of reading by developing a structured and consistent 
approach, both formally and informally, to encourage and enable pupils to 
become successful fluent readers.  

 Some curriculum leaders and teachers are not as skilled as others at ensuring 
that the curriculum is delivered effectively. This has meant that some areas of the 
curriculum are not adequately monitored and pupils’ progress in these subjects is 
slow. Leaders need to ensure that the programme of professional development 
for teachers and curriculum leaders continues so that the school’s vision for its 
high-quality curriculum can be realised. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 143194 

Local authority Doncaster  

Inspection number 10121727 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 472 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of governing body Kim Gray  

Headteacher Nicola Parker-Watts 

Website www.hexthorpe.doncaster.sch.uk/ 

Date of previous inspection 15–16 November 2017, under section 5 
of the Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Hexthorpe Primary School is part of the Astrea Academy Trust.  

 The school is larger than the average-sized primary school. 

 The number of pupils joining and leaving the school at different times during the 
school year is higher than that of other schools nationally.  

 The trust has put in place a transition management board to enable rapid 
improvements.  

 The school offers a breakfast club and several after-school clubs. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 We met with the headteacher, those responsible for governance and several 

senior and middle leaders, including leaders for safeguarding, behaviour and 
attendance, and the curriculum. We also met with teachers. We held a telephone 
conversation with the chief executive officer of the trust. 

http://www.hexthorpe.doncaster.sch.uk/
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 We visited lessons, spoke to pupils and staff, and looked at work across the 
curriculum. 

 We looked at a range of documents, including the school’s self-evaluation 
document and behaviour, bullying and attendance information. We carefully 
scrutinised exclusion rates. We looked at plans for pupils with additional needs. 

 We scrutinised the school’s records on safeguarding. We talked to staff about 
their roles in keeping pupils safe to check their understanding of policies and 
practices. We also spoke to pupils about feeling safe. 

 We observed pupils’ behaviour during learning, breaktime and lunchtime. We also 
observed how they conduct themselves throughout the school day.  

 We took account of the responses to Ofsted’s online questionnaires for parents 
and carers, staff and pupils. We spoke to some parents on the playground at the 
start of the school day.  

 We looked in depth at reading, science, mathematics and geography. We also 
looked at writing across aspects of the curriculum. We visited lessons, spoke with 
pupils and teachers, and scrutinised pupils’ work.  

 

Inspection team 

 

Larissa Thorpe, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Jo Sharpe Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Steve Shaw Her Majesty’s Inspector 

    



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Hexthorpe Primary School 

29–30 January 2020 8 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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