
Inspection of St Joseph's Preschool
122A Ladbroke Road, Redhill, Surrey RH1 1LF

Inspection date: 13 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children have wonderful relationships with staff, through which they feel extremely 
secure. All children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND), develop high levels of confidence and their true personalities 
shine through. Children demonstrate this when they share that they must have 
superpowers because they are so good at drawing. The hugely committed staff use 
their extensive understanding of every child to provide precisely personalised 
learning experiences that help children to meet the high expectations they have for 
them. When children jump in puddles, staff join in too and everyone laughs 
together. Staff cleverly use this fun-filled activity to extend children's learning. 
Children eagerly tackle the physical challenges they are set, including trying hard to 
jump higher or moving through the puddles in different ways. They demonstrate 
their excellent problem-solving skills as they work as a team to build stepping 
stones across the puddle. 

Children develop a fantastic sense of who they are and what makes them unique. 
They frequently share their opinions and make choices. For example, children 
choose from a variety of nutritious snacks, including food they have not tried 
before. They record and discuss their feelings about this new food. Children know 
that their views are highly valued. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager's ethos of teaching children to care for themselves and each other 
is embedded deeply in practice. Staff skilfully support children to think about the 
effects of their behaviour on others. They enforce rules in a highly positive 
manner that children follow with ease to help everyone play together 
harmoniously. For example, children show great patience as they use timers to 
indicate when their turn will be.

n Staff consistently use exemplary teaching skills. These include questioning 
children in a manner which encourages them to develop and vocalise their own 
thoughts. For example, children discuss why they knew puzzle pieces fitted 
together. Staff ensure children benefit from a broad and balanced curriculum. 
They challenge children to develop their fine motor skills and to use tools with 
increasing control. Children carefully pick up rice with tongs or roll play dough 
into tiny balls. 

n Children concentrate immensely on their play and demonstrate fantastic 
attitudes towards their learning. For example, when children play with building 
bricks, some meticulously work out how to make bridges for cars to travel 
through, while others push towers along with remote cars. All children show 
perseverance and determination as they test out their own ideas.

n Children with SEND and those who speak English as an additional language 
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receive extremely high levels of support to help them meet their full potential. 
The hugely dedicated staff who work with them form extremely close 
partnerships with other professionals and carry out training to ensure they know 
how to meet children's needs precisely. For example, they implement systems 
that allow non-verbal children to communicate effectively.

n Staff strongly support children's developing speech. They share stories with 
children in a highly engaging manner where children eagerly complete the 
sentences that they know well. They bring songs and rhymes into play at every 
opportunity. This leads to children singing merrily as they explore activities. 
Those children who need more support in their language development benefit 
from highly targeted interventions and make great progress from their starting 
points.

n The manager and her staff team have brilliant relationships with every family. 
They develop a firm understanding of children's home lives and experiences 
before they even start in the setting. They use this incisively to widen children's 
knowledge. Where additional funding is provided to support children, the 
manager pinpoints children's developmental needs precisely and uses the money 
wisely to close gaps in progress where they are most needed.

n Parents understand precisely the progress their children have made and how 
they can contribute to their continued development. They form highly consistent 
strategies with staff to ensure they are all supporting children in the same way. 
For example, they share visual guides for helping children know what is going to 
happen next in their routines. 

n The manager leads a team of highly motivated staff who are completely 
dedicated to ensuring high outcomes for every child. She provides staff with 
excellent opportunities to enhance their practice even further. This includes 
increasing their confidence in their own abilities and helping them to extend 
their knowledge and skills even further. The staff work solidly together to raise 
standards even higher. They are currently implementing changes to planning 
that will help them to focus even more attentively on children's individual 
interests. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager acts as a huge support to families to ensure their well-being and that 
of the children, for example by listening to them and helping with anything she 
can. She ensures that staff always remain vigilant and understand fully how to 
notice if a child's welfare is at risk. All staff show great confidence in this and in 
their knowledge of how to protect a child if a concern arises. Staff strongly 
empower children to learn how to stay safe and involve them actively in the robust 
risk assessments they make. For example, when playing outside, children 
contemplate where it is safe to stand while others are swinging near them.

Inspection report: St Joseph's Preschool
13 February 2020 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 122610

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10128674

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 61

Name of registered person St Joseph's Preschool Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905912

Telephone number 01737 772 334

Date of previous inspection 16 November 2015

Information about this early years setting

St Joseph's Preschool registered in 1980 and is located in Redhill, Surrey. It is open 
Monday to Friday during term time only. Sessions are from 8.30am to 2.30pm on 
Monday, and from 8.30am to 11.30am and 12.15pm to 2.45pm Tuesday to Friday. 
The pre-school receives funding for the provision of free early education for 
children aged two, three and four years. It also receives pupil premium funding. 
The pre-school employs 10 staff; of these, eight have suitable early years 
qualifications, including one with qualified teacher status and one with early years 
teacher status.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kerry Lynn
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Inspection activities

n The manager guided the inspector on a learning walk of the setting, during 
which she discussed her ethos and how she implements this.

n Parents shared their views with the inspector through discussions and in writing.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager in which she 

reflected on children's learning and the effectiveness of staff practice.
n The inspector tracked three children to help her understand their experiences in 

the setting. She spoke to staff to learn about the progress the children have 
made from their starting points. 

n The inspector checked that statutory documentation is in place. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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