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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are content and happy. They form warm and caring relationships with
staff, who are on hand to welcome them as they arrive. Children are familiar with
the morning routine and know where to place their belongings. Staff spend time
getting to know the children's likes and interests. Staff use this information to plan
and create valuable experiences that capture children's imagination. This supports
all children to make good progress from their varying starting points.

Staff have high expectations of what individual children can achieve. Children are
encouraged to have their own opinions and to make choices. For example, babies
browse pictures of the toys available at nursery. They select the ones they would
like by passing the photo to staff. Staff quickly provide the chosen toys, much to
the delight of the babies.

Children use their imaginations well as they act out real-life experiences, using the
many role-play resources. For example, they pretend to make tea, do the cleaning
and put their dolls to bed. Children carefully negotiate space in the garden while on
tricycles and scooters. They talk about the importance of remembering to stop at
the zebra crossing to let people safely cross their pretend road. Children happily
take part in many activities that support them in acquiring the key skills they need
for future learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Children enjoy learning to do things for themselves. They become increasingly
independent in their self-care. Staff encourage and support toddlers to feed
themselves. Older children are taught how to wipe their own noses, put on their
own coats and shoes and to help serve their meals.

B Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities benefit from close,
targeted support. Staff are knowledgeable about the needs of individuals and
their families. They attend specific training to ensure that they can meet their
individual needs. Partnerships with outside agencies and professionals are
strong.

B Parents speak highly of the service provided. They comment on how welcome
and supported they feel and say that their children love attending. On occasions,
staff do not collect thorough enough information about children's likes and
dislikes prior to them starting. As a result, staff do not always know enough
about children to help them settle quickly.

m Children are provided with a range of snacks and freshly prepared meals each
day. Staff involve children in preparing snacks. Older children are taught how to
keep safe when using a knife to slice up pieces of pepper. They choose from a
selection of dips to have with their vegetable sticks. Staff discuss how some
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foods grow on plants and how eating the right food helps to keep us healthy.

m Children enjoy regular fresh air and exercise. This helps them to develop their
physical skills and supports their good health and well-being. Children enjoy
running, jumping and climbing outside.

W Staff interact sensitively with children and support their developing language
skills effectively. They introduce words, ask questions, use repetition and act as
good role models for communication. They use lots of open-ended questions to
encourage children to think and solve problems, while also giving them time to
respond.

B The provider, manager and staff are dedicated and enthusiastic. The manager
and staff regularly observe each other at work. They offer support, developing
good practice even further through reflective, critical observations of staff's
teaching skills. While the manager and staff are committed to continual
improvement, current self-evaluation processes are not yet focused enough to
drive improvements to the highest level.

m Children behave well. They take turns and share resources, which helps them to
develop good social skills. Children are clear about the routines at nursery and
know the 'five golden rules' very well. Staff use a calm and consistent approach
to manage children's behaviour and help them to understand their emotions.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff are knowledgeable about the signs and symptoms to look
for which may indicate that a child is at risk of harm. They complete safeguarding
training and the safeguarding lead regularly tests out the knowledge of staff
through discussions and quizzes. This ensures that they have a very good
knowledge, including of wider safeguarding issues. The manager has robust
recruitment procedures in place. She completes rigorous checks to ensure that only
those suitable to work with children are able to do so.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B extend current reflection and evaluation procedures and use these systems
effectively to drive improvements to the highest level

B ensure thorough information is collected from parents prior to children starting,
to help children settle quickly.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection nhumber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children
Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

402106

Essex

10062911

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care

Oto9

45

96

Boland, Gail Lorraine

RP513444

01268 514415
27 November 2015

Information about this early years setting

Pumpkins Day Nursery opened in 1993. The nursery employs 14 members of
childcare staff. Of these, one holds a qualification at level 4, and seven at level 3.
The nursery opens five days a week, all year round. Operating times are from
7.30am until 7pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three-

and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Le Marie
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Inspection activities

B The inspector viewed all areas of the nursery with the manager and discussed
how the curriculum is organised.

B The nursery manager and inspector carried out a joint observation.

B The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their
views.

B The inspector observed activities, indoors and outdoors, and considered the
impact of teaching on children's learning and development.

B The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the
inspection.

B The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager. She looked at relevant
documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofst

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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