Inspection of Little Peeps Nursery Ltd
The Bungalow, Townsend Road, Tiptree, Colchester, Essex CO5 0ND

Inspection date:

14 February 2020

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Good

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good
Children enter the nursery confidently. They give their parents and carers a hug
and become engrossed in their chosen play. Children are greeted by staff who give
them a big smile and welcome them enthusiastically. Parents share information
with staff about what their children have been doing at home or are going to be
doing at the weekend. Children are happy, settled and content in the nursery
environment. They form close friendships with the other children and have good
relationships with staff. Children behave well and understand the nursery's rules
and safety procedures. For example, they move around safely indoors and put their
wellington boots on to play in the garden. Children listen carefully and follow
instructions, for example, when staff give them a five-minute warning that the
routine is about to change.
Children thoroughly enjoy learning in the exciting and interesting garden. They
make mud paint in the mud kitchen and use their paint to decorate fences and
climbing equipment in the garden. They explore a large tray of water, proficiently
pouring the water down tubes and between varying sized vessels. Children make
good progress from their starting points. Staff accurately assess their progress and
development and plan effectively to help them to be ready for their next stage of
learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Children's mathematical thinking in the older children's room is well promoted.
Staff follow children's leads to introduce new thinking. For example, children
using a tape measure are encouraged to lie on the floor and be measured. They
write their own name on a piece of paper to act as their marker. They predict
whether the next child or adult will be taller or shorter than them.
n Partnerships with parents are good. Parents spoken to at the time of the
inspection comment on the friendly staff and how well they care for their
children. They say that they feel very involved in their children's learning and
have good opportunities to meet with their child's key person on a regular basis.
n Staff make good use of special occasions to enhance children's learning in a fun
way. For example, they paint pictures with red paint using real red roses in line
with their 'Valentine's Day' theme. They make heart shaped pizzas for lunch and
explore rose petals in the sand and water trays.
n Children's independence and confidence is, generally, promoted well across the
nursery. However, staff do not give enough consideration to some of the tools
and utensils they use to enhance this aspect of learning. For example, older
children pour their own milk at snack and lunch time but from very large bottles,
which often leads to spillages. Toddlers are able to access creative materials
from their 'creative station'. However, they find it difficult to squirt the paint
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from the pump-action bottles, requiring assistance from the staff.
n Children's speech and language skills are confidently promoted by staff who use
clear explanations and test children's understanding through appropriate
questions. Staff understand the importance of giving children time to consider
their thoughts and responses. They introduce new words and praise children for
using 'good words' in their play.
n Children, occasionally, go for walks in the school grounds to extend their
learning. However, at present staff do not enhance children's understanding of
the wider world further. For example, they do not make best use of trips and
outings in the local area, or bring visitors in to the nursery to enrich the
children's experiences.
n The stable and long-established staff team work very well together. They are
supported by the day-to-day manager and the provider who shares her time
between this nursery and one other setting. Staff meet with the manager every
six weeks for a supervision meeting and discuss their training needs and roles.
Staff have opportunities to enhance their knowledge through a range of training
and research. For example, some staff have recently completed a course on
using Yoga in the nursery, to further enhance the experiences for children who
enjoy physical movement.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Managers and staff demonstrate a good understanding of the types of abuse and
the symptoms that might alert them that a child's safety or well-being is
compromised. They know the nursery's procedures well and understand how to
take their concerns to the appropriate authority. Staff regularly update their
safeguarding knowledge, for example, through training, research and in-house
discussions. New staff follow a clear induction, which helps them to establish a
good understanding of the nursery's policies and procedures, including
safeguarding. Staff conduct daily checks of the premises to help them to identify
and deal with any safety issues.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
n enrich children's opportunities to learn about the local and wider communities
n provide children with appropriate tools and utensils to help them to become
confident and independent, for example, when serving themselves drinks or
accessing creative materials.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY318856

Local authority

Essex

Inspection number

10073614

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children

2 to 4

Total number of places

15

Number of children on roll

52

Name of registered person

Little Peeps Nursery Limited

Registered person unique
reference number

RP521845

Telephone number

01621 810033

Date of previous inspection

16 February 2016

Information about this early years setting
Little Peeps Nursery registered in 2005. The nursery employs five members of
childcare staff. Of these, all five hold appropriate early years qualifications at level
3, including the manager. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday for 51 weeks
of the year. Sessions are from 8am to 6pm. The nursery provides funded early
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Lynn Hughes
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Inspection activities
n The inspector carried out a learning walk with the manager and discussed the
planning, curriculum and use of the nursery building.
n The inspector observed an adult-led activity with the manager and discussed the
learning intention, implementation and impact.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and reviewed a range of records
and documents, including staffs' qualifications and proof of their suitability.
n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times throughout the
inspection.
n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to during the
inspection.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2020
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