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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy at the club. Staff are extremely kind, caring and nurturing, 
which makes children feel safe and secure. Children take part in a wide range of 
activities. Many of the activities are planned to complement children's learning at 
school. For example, children play imaginatively with the 'teddy bears' picnic', 
which links to their school topic. They also enjoy reading stories about bears and 
develop their creativity as they use different materials to make colourful bear 
pictures.   

Children are listened to at the club. This is particularly evident during their 'show 
and tell' sessions. During the inspection, children shared exciting news about their 
holiday destinations, such as a trip to Scotland in a caravan. They also felt 
confident to share sad news about their toy bumble bee with a broken leg. This 
dilemma generated lots of empathy from older children who were quick to offer 
solutions. They are good role models for the younger children and interact with 
them throughout the session. As a result, children are extremely happy and play 
harmoniously with their friends. Children are very well behaved and their manners 
are impeccable. They know the rules and respect them, which helps them to 
understand boundaries from a young age. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff work well as a team. They are effectively deployed and offer children good 
levels of support. As a result, children are thoroughly engaged in their chosen 
activities and the club sessions run smoothly.  

n Staff have forged excellent relationships with the teachers at school. This 
partnership works particularly well for children who are new to the club. For 
example, the manager visits children in their classroom before they start at the 
club. If children are a little anxious when they are settling in, a member of staff 
takes them back to their classroom until they feel settled. However, children 
quickly gain confidence and enjoy the exciting club environment.

n Children enjoy a suitable range of hot and cold snacks, which promote their 
good health. The 'rolling-snack' time is treated as a social occasion. Children 
who choose to have snack, sit together and enjoy chatting to their friends. 
Those who want to play, can have snack later in the session. As a result, their 
play is not disrupted. 

n Staff offer a wide selection of books and narratives that children thoroughly 
enjoy. Books are available in all areas, which complement children's learning at 
school. They handle books with care and enjoy reading favourite stories, such as 
'We're Going on a Bear Hunt'. At other times, children select books about their 
favourite superheroes, which reinforces their love of reading. Children also have 
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access to the club's computer which has educational programs, such as the 
school's reading scheme. This offers children the opportunity to practise their 
reading.  

n Parents are happy that their children enjoy coming to the club. One parent 
explained, 'staff are amazing, my children love coming to the club'. Parents also 
appreciate the flexible childcare arrangements and that staff offer extra sessions 
at short notice. Staff warmly greet parents as they arrive at the club and take 
time to talk to them about their child's day. This partnership working ensures 
that children benefit from continuity in their care.  

n Children are well behaved and show respect for each other. For example, they 
form an orderly queue as they line up to wash their hands before snack. The 
older children look out for the younger ones, which gives them a sense of 
belonging. Children also benefit from first-hand experiences that help them to 
learn about other faiths and religions. For example, staff talk to the children 
about the different festivals they celebrate and why. They also plan meaningful 
activities, such as making Eid cards, so that children can celebrate this exciting 
festival with their friends. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff work closely with the teachers at school to ensure children are safe. They 
collect children from Reception and Year 1 at the end of the day, which means they 
are not left unsupervised. All staff are up to date with child protection training and 
understand the procedures to follow if they have any concerns about a child's well-
being. The manager, who is responsible for child protection, works closely with the 
deputy headteacher. This partnership working means that any concerns are 
communicated swiftly. The manager and staff also implement rigourous risk 
assessments so that children's safety is assured in the club. For example, children 
do not have access to the large apparatus in the playground, which is not suitable 
for young children.   
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Setting details
Unique reference number 312337

Local authority Tameside

Inspection number 10072831

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 3 to 11

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 85

Name of registered person Happy Club Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP524623

Telephone number 0161 331 3246

Date of previous inspection 22 July 2016

Information about this early years setting

School Buddies registered in 2001. It is situated in Ashton-under-Lyne, Tameside. 
The club employs four members of childcare staff. Of these, one holds a childcare 
qualification at level 6 and three hold a level 2 qualification. The club opens from 
Monday to Friday term time only. Sessions are from 7.30am until 9am and from 
3.10pm until 5.30pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tricia Graham

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children. 
n The inspector spoke to the manager, children and staff throughout the 

inspection. 
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection. 
n The inspectors tested out the club's safeguarding policies and procedures with 

the manager and staff. 
n The inspector checked evidence of the suitability of staff working with children. 
n The inspector reviewed documents, including first-aid certificates.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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