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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are energetic and enthusiastic as they arrive at the club. They gleefully 
describe that they enjoy a vast range of activities. Children have lots of 
opportunities to be active throughout the session and have open access to the 
outdoor play area. They learn about the environment, how to grow herbs or 
explore the forest garden. Children learn about different cultural festivals, such as 
Eid, Christmas and Chinese New Year. When there is a birthday, staff and children 
sing the 'Happy Birthday' song accompanied with an artificial cake and candles. 
Children have access to areas where they can relax, sit quietly or chat to their 
friends. Alternatively, they can be involved with the bustling range of activities 
available. Staff, children and the manager have regular meetings to share their 
views and ideas. This helps children feel empowered, as they have excellent 
chances to make choices. For example, children elected to have an outdoor stage 
created following the highly successful theme about the 'Greatest Showman'. 

Children gain high levels of self-confidence as staff support them to produce 
shows. They use an extensive range of props and microphones, as they sing their 
favourite song or act out film scenes. Staff work positively to strengthen children's 
good behaviour and are good role models. Children and staff agree the club rules, 
such as being respectful to each other and understanding behaviours that may 
upset their peers. They proudly display these in the club. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers regularly review staff's performance through appraisals, informal 
discussions and team meetings. Staff have access to training events offered by 
the school, such as sign language and working with children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. As a result, the club offers inclusive care 
for all children. Parents comment that they value the dedication of the staff 
team.  

n The staff and manager are highly committed in providing an extremely 
stimulating and welcoming environment. They work closely with the school to 
compliment learning. For example, younger children make chocolate moulds of 
their feet to mirror the shape of 'The Gruffalo's' feet. This is in line with the 
current focused reading book for the school term. 

n The club is an integral part of the community and the school. The manager and 
staff attend the school's open days and provide prospective parents information 
packs about the club. Prior to starting school, new children can attend taster 
sessions. This ensures that they are familiar with the club and emotionally 
prepared for the extended school day. 

n Parents value the club greatly and commend the staff and managers for the 
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excellent care offered to their children. Their views are evidenced in the 
manager's evaluation of the service. Parents' recent suggestions about the 
entrance area has resulted in comfortable seating areas being provided and the 
programme of events and activities being more widely publicised. Parents 
actively participate in social events and help raise funds for charity and various 
good causes. For example, they buy goods from a takeaway coffee and cake 
service. Parents also take part in a charity football match. 

n Children's consolidation of learning is evidenced through the activities of the 
club. For example, children recently completed a topic about Burns Night, in 
acknowledgement of the poet Robert Burns. Food tasting and craft ideas were 
provided by the staff, to extend the children's experiences and to help them to 
gain a deeper understanding about this theme. 

n Staff created a designated mark making and mathematical area to help 
contribute to younger children's writing and numeracy skills. These include a 
range of resources for children to use, such as calculators, wipe clean 
whiteboards and markers. Children use these to test each other's mathematical 
knowledge. This helps their confidence with these tasks and they frequently 
become playfully competitive. 

n Children freely socialise around the self-service snack area. They are provided 
with nutritious healthy snacks including vegetables and fruit. Younger children 
clearly demonstrate independence and an understanding of their own personal 
hygiene. For instance, they do not need to be reminded by staff to wash their 
hands before eating or after playing in messy activities. 

n Staff know the children extremely well. They support children of all ages to take 
part in an excellent range of activities. Older children mentor the younger 
children. They join them in the role-play area or support them in the book area 
as they relax to read a book together. This creates an environment where 
children are extremely happy and secure.  

n Managers and staff are highly committed and regularly review the provision. 
This means they are constantly developing the club to consistently raise 
standards for all families who attend. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a robust knowledge of indicators of abuse and have a clear 
understanding of how to report concerns about a child. The manager ensures that 
all staff maintain up-to-date training including wider safeguarding matters, such as 
the 'Prevent' duty. All staff are confident to initiate the child protection procedures. 
In addition, staff are clear about their responsibility to report any concerns they 
may have about a colleague. Leaders ensure that the setting's safeguarding policy 
is regularly reviewed, and any relevant changes linked to new legislation are 
included.  The club has effective arrangements in place to ensure that children are 
safe online.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY410658

Local authority Tameside

Inspection number 10109810

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 3 to 11

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 75

Name of registered person Dane Bank Kids Club Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP529793

Telephone number 01613365896

Date of previous inspection 23 June 2015

Information about this early years setting

Dane Bank Kids Club registered in 2010 and is situated in the Reddish area of 
Stockport. It operates from purpose-built premises within the grounds of Dane 
Bank Primary School. The after-school club employs 11 members of childcare staff. 
Of these, seven hold an appropriate early years qualification at levels 2 to 3 and 
one at level 4. The club opens from Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 8.55am and 
3.10pm to 5.30pm during term time, and from 7.30am to 5.30pm in the school 
holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Alison Tranby

Inspection report: Dane Bank Kids Club
29 January 2020 4



Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk of both the indoors and outdoors areas 
of the setting, to find out how they organise the range of activities provided. 

n Regular meetings were held between the inspector and the manager throughout 
the inspection, to keep the manager updated. 

n The inspector had discussions with children and parents to seek their views of 
the setting. 

n A sample of documentation, including evidence of staff suitability and training 
was reviewed by the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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