Inspection of Patchwork Montessori
Nursery
Lowerbrook Academy, The Fairway, Maidenhead SL6 3AR

Inspection date:

14 February 2020

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
Children are at the heart of everything that the inspirational staff at this nursery
provides. Each child is recognised as a unique individual and their interests are
incorporated into their learning in an imaginative way. Children are extremely
settled, happy and secure within this warm and very nurturing environment. Staff
shower babies with cuddles and affection, which babies receive with delight and
respond with endless smiles. The environment that staff create is extremely heartwarming. Children form exceptionally close bonds with staff and feel a secure
sense of belonging. Staff are excellent role models and consistently promote good
manners. For example, they explain to children the difference between right and
wrong and encourage positive friendship and respect for others. Children are
extremely well behaved. They show continuous care and thoughtfulness for all of
their friends and have strong relationships with each other and all of the staff.
Children leave exceptionally well prepared for their later education. Every minute
counts here. Managers and their staff team have the highest expectations for all
children and ensure that they benefit from a highly engaging and exciting
environment. They gently encourage children to think about and plan what they
will learn each day. Staff seize every opportunity to extend children's learning to
ensure that every child makes the best possible progress. Children crave a
challenge and are extremely eager to learn. Older children develop very good
mathematical skills as they count, recognise numerals and learn about the value of
money. They can write their names and have excellent opportunities to develop
their early writing skills. Children love reading, listen intently and respond very well
to instructions. Staff encourage children to persist, help them to think through
problems and challenge them to extend their learning. They monitor children's
progress meticulously and act promptly to identify weaker areas in children's
learning and development. All children make excellent progress throughout the
nursery.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n The experienced and dedicated manager provides exceptionally targeted support
for staff and purposeful leadership. She is well supported by the provider and
senior staff at the nursery. Together, they promote an outstanding culture of
continuous improvement and commitment to providing the highest level of
teaching. Staff are very effectively deployed, with clear roles and responsibilities.
This ensures everyone contributes to the richness of children's learning
experiences. Staff are given the time and support to learn new skills and
complete their work to a high standard. Staff morale is very high, and they are
ambitious for the success of all children in their care.
n Children's independence skills are highly impressive, especially in those who are
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older and getting ready to move on to school. For example, they put their coats
on easily by spreading them out and flipping them over their heads. Children
have a secure understanding of their responsibilities to look after their
environment and take care of themselves. Staff support children to manage their
own personal care effectively. Staff skilfully use mealtimes as learning
opportunities, as well as a social occasion. For example, babies are encouraged
to use spoons to eat their healthy and nutritious home-cooked meals and they
do so confidently and with enthusiasm.
n Children benefit greatly from time spent outdoors. They explore and investigate
a wealth of natural and real-life materials. Children are exceptionally creative
and imaginative. For example, they pretend they are making birthday cakes and
fill tins with different 'ingredients' and use real kitchen utensils in the outdoor
mud kitchen. All children are independent and confident to explore the superb
range of activities outdoors. Younger children are supported by sensitive and
caring staff as they cruise, crawl and toddle. Older children show excellent
coordination and balance as they skilfully negotiate balancing and climbing
equipment and enthusiastically ride bicycles and scooters.
n Children's communication and language skills are richly developed. Staff help
babies to express their feelings and preferences. For instance, staff consistently
smile, look the babies in the eye and talk gently and clearly. Staff repeat the
sounds babies utter and develop them into words and phrases. They take every
opportunity to model and enhance children's vocabulary. For example, older
children learn about the 'trumpet' and 'stem' of a daffodil when they
enthusiastically take part in a flower colour changing experiment.
n Partnerships with parents are extremely strong. Staff ensure that they involve
parents in all aspects of their children's care and learning. For example, they
share detailed information with parents about their children's learning and
development and involve them in planning the next steps. During the inspection,
parents were highly complimentary as they described the exceptional care their
children receive and the 'amazing' progress they have made.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Staff have an excellent knowledge of safeguarding procedures. They understand
the signs that may indicate a child is at risk of harm and know exactly how to
monitor and report any concerns they may have. The manager places high regard
on safeguarding. In addition to regular training, safeguarding procedures and
practice are a key point of discussion during staff meetings and supervision
sessions. Risk assessments of the environment are highly effective. Staff regularly
check the indoor and outdoor environments to ensure children can play safely.
Recruitment and retention procedures are robust and ensure the ongoing suitability
of all staff.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY461549

Local authority

Windsor and Maidenhead

Inspection number

10128632

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children

0 to 5

Total number of places

88

Number of children on roll

104

Name of registered person

Patchwork Nursery Limited

Registered person unique
reference number

RP908916

Telephone number

01628 784984

Date of previous inspection

28 April 2016

Information about this early years setting
Patchwork Montessori Nursery originally registered in 1997 and re-registered with
the same provider as a limited company in 2013. The company has two other
Montessori nurseries in the area. The nursery operates from premises within the
grounds of Lowbrook Academy, Cox Green, Maidenhead, Berkshire. The nursery
operates weekdays from 8am to 6pm for 48 weeks of the year. The nursery follows
the principles of the Montessori approach alongside other teaching methods. There
are 27 staff in total, 21 of whom have appropriate early years qualifications at level
2 and above. This includes 10 members of staff who hold qualifications at level 6,
inclusive of five with qualified teacher status. The nursery provides funded early
education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Joanne Allen
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Inspection activities
n The manager took the inspector on a learning walk through all areas of the
indoor and outdoor environments. She explained how staff organise the areas
and how learning opportunities are created.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching, activities and interactions
between all staff and children throughout the inspection.
n The manager took part in a joint observation with the inspector.
n The inspector spoke to a number of parents and read a range of written
feedback to gain their views on the setting and staff.
n The inspector held discussions with the manager, the provider, staff and children
at appropriate times during the inspection.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2020
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