
Inspection of Canons Day Nursery
Canons Community Association, 1-17 Wemborough Road, STANMORE, Middlesex 
HA7 2DU

Inspection date: 5 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and enjoy their time at this welcoming and nurturing nursery. 
They build warm and positive relationships with staff and each other. Children are 
keen to take part in a range of interesting and challenging activities, which are 
carefully planned to meet their individual learning needs. Staff are well qualified 
and experienced. They closely observe children and monitor their progress 
effectively. Promoting children's communication skills is at the core of the nursery's 
curriculum. This helps all children, including those in receipt of additional funding, 
to make substantial progress in their language development. Children quickly 
become confident speakers with friends and staff. However, teaching at group 
times is not matched as well as it could be to children's different needs. Children 
benefit highly from staff's very effective partnerships with parents. Close 
partnership working helps children to build secure attachments with their key 
person so that they settle quickly into the nursery routines. Parents feel welcomed 
and involved in their children's learning. They speak highly about the kind and 
supportive staff team. Staff have high expectations for all children, including those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Staff provide very good 
support for children to help them manage their own feelings and behaviour. 
Children are kind and friendly to others and know how to play safely together. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff consider what individual children can do and what they should learn next. 
Staff think about the best ways to set out the resources and activities to 
promote children's interest and learning. The effectiveness of this was evident in 
the way children showed fascination as they touched rice and played with soap 
bubbles in the play trays. They learned mathematical skills as they made paint 
patterns using cubes. 

n Children develop a love of books through the story topics in the nursery. They 
like to sit down with their friends and staff to read books, indoors and outside. 
Staff's high interest in reading leads to deep discussions with the children. 
However, sometimes, staff do not adapt teaching in group activities to ensure 
that all children are fully engaged and learning appropriate concepts and skills. 

n The teaching of fine manipulative skills is continuous through the day. Children 
enjoy making small models inside and tracing large patterns outdoors.

n Children enjoy playing outside and developing their physical skills. For example, 
they enthusiastically play different games using soft-play apparatus. However, 
there are some missed opportunities for children to find solutions to their 
difficulties. 

n Staff are very effective in promoting equality, which includes celebrating 
differences. This helps children to respect their differences and help each other.

n There are very good links with other professionals who regularly visit to provide 
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specialist support. For example, staff keenly use the additional resources 
provided by speech and language therapists. Staff have received specialised 
training and demonstrate excellent practice in promoting children's listening and 
attention skills. 

n Children who speak English as an additional language receive excellent support 
to settle in. They respond happily to staff's smiles and show that they feel 
confident to try out new experiences. 

n Children are involved in the decisions about what healthy food to have. They 
enjoy choosing from different spreads for crackers at snack time. Staff 
successfully support children's developing self-care skills and encourage good 
hygiene routines. For instance, older children use the bathroom independently. 
This helps to support their physical health and well-being. 

n Leaders maintain a strong focus on ensuring that staff expertise can support 
further improvements. For instance, they supervise staff performance regularly 
and are developing an effective programme of training to develop subject 
knowledge in phonics. Staff recently completed sign-language training and are 
using this to develop children's communication and language. Staff feel valued 
and work well as a team, sharing children's information for planning every week. 

n Staff consider how to build on children's prior knowledge in each area of 
learning. For example, children learn challenging vocabulary through topics such 
as those on the seasons, community festivals and natural things. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are well trained and knowledgeable about their duties to safeguard the 
children in their care. They report and promptly record concerns about a child's 
circumstances or behaviour that may indicate their welfare is at risk. Leaders follow 
up on any concerns rigorously. Records show that any concerns are well managed, 
with leaders working constructively in partnerships with outside agencies to provide 
timely support when children and families need it. The manager follows safer 
recruitment procedures to ensure the suitability of staff and takes steps to assess 
their ongoing suitability.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to enhance the quality of teaching at group times so that staff adapt 
teaching even more effectively, to fully promote younger and older children's 
rapid progress 

n support children further in managing and solving simple problems for 
themselves. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY475871

Local authority Harrow

Inspection number 10063436

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Little Brown Bear Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903283

Telephone number 07935528446

Date of previous inspection 8 July 2016

Information about this early years setting

Canons Day Nursery opened in 2014. It is situated in Stanmore, in the London 
Borough of Harrow. The nursery opens from 8am to 4pm from Monday to Friday, 
during term time. The provider receives funding to offer free early education for 
children aged two, three and four years. The provider employs six members of 
staff, all of whom have appropriate early years qualifications at level 3.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Mrig Divecha-Talker

Inspection activities

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the manager. 
n The inspector held discussions with the manager, staff and children at 

appropriate times during the inspection. 
n The inspector looked at a range of documents, including evidence of staff 

suitability and training.  
n The inspector spoke with parents and took account of their views.
n The inspector observed staff interactions with the children, both indoors and 

outside, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Canons Day Nursery
5 February 2020 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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