
Inspection of Verwood Day Nursery 
Ltd
Moonacre, Potterne Way, Three Legged Cross, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 6RS

Inspection date: 3 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children confidently come into the setting and quickly settle into activities of their 
choice. Staff have high expectations for the children, which they respond well to. 
Children are motivated to learn and involve themselves in the good learning 
opportunities provided by staff. For example, older children find leaves and twigs 
and use them to experiment with making marks on their paper with paint. Younger 
children enjoy using their senses as they explore baskets containing balls of 
different sizes and textures. They giggle as they throw and roll them to staff, who 
respond warmly and pass them back. Children enjoy listening to stories and are 
keen to use the props to help them get more involved and enhance their 
enjoyment.

Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well supported. Staff 
work closely with parents and other professionals to enable children to make good 
progress in all aspects of their learning and development. Children have amazing 
opportunities to play, exercise and develop their physical skills in the well-
resourced and well-thought-out garden. This is split into several different areas, 
one of which is a vegetable garden to enable children of all ages to learn about 
healthy eating using the fruit and vegetables they have grown.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff offer a wide range of different opportunities to enable children to learn 
about their community and the wider world. For example, older children visit a 
local dementia care home where they take part in activities with the residents 
and the setting sponsors a guide dog. This helps children to learn about people 
who are different to themselves and to value and respect others.

n In general, staff follow good daily routines that promote children's independence 
and choices in their learning. However, on occasions, staff are not sufficiently 
organised to fully engage the children from the outset. For example, at times, 
children have to wait while the staff look for the resources they need for the 
specific activity. 

n Staff make very good use of the outside area and ensure that they plan activities 
for all ages of children to support all areas of learning. For example, they have 
recently developed a mark-making area where children can independently make 
marks using a wide variety of materials. Children also thoroughly enjoy using 
planks of wood and pieces of guttering to balance on. They roll cars or balls 
down too and watch how they move differently depending on the height of the 
guttering.

n Although the nursery adheres to ratios at all times, staff are not always deployed 
effectively between the rooms downstairs to ensure that children are fully 
supported in their play and that any deteriorating behaviour does not go 
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unnoticed.
n The management team provides good levels of support and coaching 

opportunities for staff. Regular individual meetings support staff in their role and 
promote their well-being. Managers place a high emphasis on the mental well-
being of staff and have ensured they have staff specifically trained to offer 
counselling and support.

n Staff develop positive relationships with parents. They continually share 
information about how their children are progressing and involve parents in 
children's learning. For example, parents visit the nursery and share their skills 
with the children as they tell them about their working life as a police officer or 
fire officer.

n Children are well prepared for the next stage in their learning or the move to 
school. Staff work with local schools to ensure the transition is smooth and 
children have all the skills they need to be confident and independent learners. 
For example, staff focus on literacy and making sure that children have good 
opportunities to develop their early literacy skills.

n Staff use effective teaching methods and complete regular observations and 
assessments to help children make good progress in their learning. Managers 
oversee these to ensure that all children are making the best progress possible 
given their starting points.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate good knowledge and understanding of how to safeguard 
children. They regularly update their training to include the wider aspects of 
safeguarding. All staff are clear on the procedures to follow in the event of a 
concern about a child's welfare. They are well supported by the management team 
and there is information displayed to make parents aware of the importance of 
safeguarding. Children are encouraged to be involved in risk assessment to make 
sure they understand potential hazards and how they can keep themselves safe. 
For example, children are 'safety spies' and look out for any possible hazards. This 
enables children to take controlled risks while keeping themselves safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review how staff organise activities to enable children to be involved in the 
activity from the start

n consider how staff are deployed to enable them to support children in their play.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY425643

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10144266

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 to 4

Total number of places 78

Number of children on roll 110

Name of registered person Verwood Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907378

Telephone number 01202822338

Date of previous inspection 26 March 2013

Information about this early years setting

Verwood Day Nursery registered in 2011. It is situated in Verwood, in Dorset. The 
nursery operates from 7.45am to 6pm for 51 weeks of the year. The nursery 
provides free early education for children aged two, three and four years. It 
employs 21 permanent staff, including the manager. Of these, 19 hold relevant 
qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lorraine Sparey

Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk with two members of the management 
team. They discussed how they deliver the curriculum and use the environment 
to support children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to parents to gain their views.
n The inspector completed observations in the various playrooms and outdoor 

areas and spoke to staff and children throughout the inspection.
n The inspector sampled documentation including safeguarding, accident records 

and children's learning records.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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