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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children play and explore happily in the many exciting play spaces indoors and
outdoors. They develop their physical skills, manage risks and learn about the
wider world. Older children negotiate safe pathways as they race each other on the
tricycles round the tarmac track. Other children tell staff that their cress seeds
need water and sunlight, as well as the soil they have planted them in, to help
them grow. Toddlers run up and roll down the mound in their outdoor space. They
stand on top of it to watch as trains go by on the railway line next to the nursery,
waving at the driver. Babies work out how to sit on the rocker and push it to make
it go. Children get the chance to learn how to use tools safely and explore the
natural world on their trips to the nearby woodland.

Indoors, all the play spaces have been carefully organised, so children can readily
access the toys and resources. Staff encourage younger children's language
development as they read books together, modelling new words and asking them
to point out familiar things in pictures. Toddlers talk about past experiences and
holidays as they make pretend meals using real fruit, vegetables and tinned food in
the role-play kitchen. Pre-school children use their imaginations well, pretending to
be characters from favourite shows and using the large tyres as cars and trains to
take them to the 'beach’. They develop confidence and resilience that supports
them as they get ready for the move on to school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff support all children, including those with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND) or who are learning English as an additional language,
exceptionally well to express and manage feelings. They make use of special
'carriages’ in the centre of the setting to let children work in smaller groups to
provide more time to talk and interact with others. Children join in with shared
stories in one carriage which is set out as a pretend enchanted forest. It has
pretend trees filled with lights and toy birds, soft cushions and a wide selection
of books. Children have a calm space to explore using their senses of sight,
touch and sound in another 'carriage'. The dark interior has coloured lights,
glowing water in tubes and a sound system for music that children can operate
themselves.

B Managers monitor staff well and provide opportunities for them to continue their
professional development to enhance the quality of their teaching. Recent
courses have looked at how to provide more natural toys and resources and to
adapt teaching to support children's changing interests.

m Staff working with the pre-school children listen well and adapt activities well.
They encourage children's independence skills. For example, they help them to
turn on the outside tap to get water for seeds they are planting. Staff working
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with the younger children follow children's interests as they change. For
instance, they get out the bubble mixture and wands, or provide different
containers for them to fill with coloured rice. However, they sometimes miss
opportunities to help children develop their thinking to help them solve problems
to extend learning further.

B Accurate assessments of children's achievements help staff get to know children
and plan for what they need to learn next. Staff quickly notice when children
need extra help. They work in partnership with parents and other professionals
to provide the support children need to achieve. Any gaps in learning close
rapidly. All children, including those with SEND, make good progress.

W Staff focus on developing children's speech, language and communication. They
talk with children as they play. They provide children with new words or use
signs to support understanding. They include words in children's home
languages in stories and rhymes or displays. All children, including those who
are learning English as an additional language, talk confidently with others.

B Staff encourage children to share what they do at home and use this information
in activities in the nursery. For example, a visit to an aquarium encouraged
children's interest in fish and underwater creatures. Staff supported children to
research sea life in books and on the computer. Children made paper octopuses
and numbered the legs one to eight, and read stories about creatures who live
in the sea and then drew pictures of their favourites to put in a special book.
Staff bought two fish for the children. The children voted on what to name them
and take turns feeding them and helping to clean the fish tank, gaining an
understanding of how to care for other living things.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure knowledge and understanding of what to do if they have
concerns about the welfare of children. Managers make sure all staff complete
regular safeguarding training, which helps them to understand their roles and
responsibilities in keeping children safe. Staff know what to do if they have any
concerns about the behaviour of another team member. Managers implement good
recruitment, induction and monitoring of staff, which includes checking of staff
members' suitability to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

m support staff working with the younger children to make the most of
opportunities to extend children's thinking and learning as they engage in
different activities.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection nhumber

Type of provision
Registers

Day care type

Age range of children
Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY547310

Gloucestershire

10113274

Childcare on non-domestic premises
Early Years Register

Full day care

Oto4

84

173

Little Smarties Limited

RP547309

01242 677759
Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The nursery registered in August 2017. It is based in Bishops Cleeve, near
Cheltenham. The nursery is open from 8am to 6pm Monday to Friday, all year
round except for bank holidays and one week at Christmas. The setting employs 44
staff who work with the children, 31 of whom hold appropriate childcare
qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery is in receipt of funding for the
provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four years,

including the extended 30 hours offer.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anita McKelvey
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Inspection activities

B The inspector, managers and owner completed a learning walk of the nursery to
understand how the curriculum and early years provision are organised to
support children's learning and development.

W The inspector carried out two joint observations with managers, one with the
younger children and one with the older children, to see the quality of teaching.

B The inspector spoke with managers, owners, staff and children at appropriate
times during the inspection.

B The inspector observed children and their interactions with staff, both indoors
and outdoors, during the inspection.

W The inspector took into account the views of parents from those spoken to on
the day of the inspection.

B The inspector sampled relevant documents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofst

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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