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Inspection dates: 28 January 2020 
 

Outcome 
 
Dogmersfield Church of England Primary School continues to be a good school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils enjoy learning at Dogmersfield; they rise to the high expectations leaders set for 
them. They are keen to embody the school’s values of love, courage and respect. Parents 
and carers agree, with one commenting that the school is ‘a loving, nurturing school with 
fantastic teachers that try to instil confidence, tolerance and core values in the pupils 
regardless of their abilities’.  
 
Pupils behave well and are polite and welcoming. They hold doors open for adults and 
wave ‘hello’ to visitors. We saw pupils talking, playing and working together happily. They 
understand the school’s inclusive nature and are tolerant and respectful of one another. 
Pupils know about different types of bullying. They say that bullying can happen but that 
it is dealt with quickly.  
 
Pupils told us that they feel safe in school. They have an adult they would share their 
worries with. Pupils experience lots of exciting things during their time at the school; they 
enjoy a range of visits and residential trips. They also enjoy the clubs on offer, such as 
football and dance. Pupils relish their work within the local community such as visits to 
the local care home and planting bulbs around the village.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Leaders show great integrity and want a great education for every pupil. They have 
ensured that the school is inclusive for all. They act with courage and determination to 
secure this. After a period of change, staffing is now stable. Staff feel motivated, 
supported and respected by senior leaders. Staff know that leaders do all they can to 
reduce workload. They are proud to be part of the team.  
  
The school’s work on the curriculum has had a positive impact on the quality of the pupils’ 
learning. Leaders have sensibly phased this work over a number of years. In subjects that 
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the school has focused on for longer, for example science and art, teachers are clear 
about what they want pupils to know after each series of lessons. Teachers plan with 
great thought for their mixed-aged classes. From early years to the end of Year 6, 
teachers build pupils’ knowledge and skills so that, over time, they know more and 
remember more. Teachers have high expectations of pupils’ work and behaviour and this 
helps them achieve well; for example, pupils use a range of skills to create pictures of 
apples, landscapes and of the Iron Man, in art. Leaders now need to make sure all 
subjects, such as history and PHSE, are well implemented so that knowledge and skills 
develop over the pupils’ time at the school. 
  
Phonics teaching is a strength of the school. Leaders make sure children in the early years 
learn to read from the very start of their time at school. Teachers make phonics learning 
vivid and fun by setting much of the work in an imaginary world which the children 
interact with. Teachers quickly spot if a child is unsure about the link between any letters 
and their sounds. They give them immediate support to help children, and extra sessions 
if needed. Children falling behind quickly catch up. This good start is built on across the 
school. With the library at its heart, reading is a clear priority for the school. Leaders are 
passionate about ensuring that all pupils become confident, fluent readers.  
 
Teachers work hard to meet the needs of all groups of pupils. They adapt the curriculum 
well so pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) can access lessons 
appropriately. Additionally, the leader responsible for this group of pupils organises well-
tailored individual support. For example, in mathematics pupils received ‘pre teaching’ on 
times tables before the class focused on multiplication. There is an individual approach for 
many pupils. Sometimes, the teaching of the curriculum for the most able is not as 
precise. This leads to this group of learners not always achieving what they could.  
 
Pupils’ education goes beyond curriculum subjects. Pupils are taught that anything is 
possible, they just haven’t achieved everything yet. They develop thinking skills in a range 
of scenarios through specially planned sessions on problem solving and teamwork. Pupils 
also have many opportunities to undertake responsibilities in school, such as being a 
member of the school council and being a ‘play leader’ who helps others at breaktimes 
and lunchtimes. Most pupils embrace the many clubs on offer to them.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
All staff know it is their responsibility to keep pupils safe. Regular training and updates 
keep safeguarding issues at the forefront of people’s minds. As this is a small school, staff 
know the pupils very well and are alert to any welfare concerns. The safeguarding leader 
keeps thorough records, making sure that issues are followed up quickly. Staff give 
pastoral support to pupils and families experiencing times of difficulty. Staff work well with 
external agencies. Governors take safeguarding seriously and carry out their own checks 
on school procedures. Employment checks are complete and meet statutory 
requirements. 
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Leaders need to complete the implementation of their curriculum. They should build on 

their well thought out long term plans, ensuring that all foundation subjects are as well 
taught as subjects such as art and science. 

 Leaders should ensure that their ambitious plans for the curriculum are implemented as 
intended, enabling able learners to achieve their best across the whole curriculum. 
 

Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be good we will then normally go into the school about 
once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a section 8 
inspection of a good school or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give graded 
judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that the school 
could now be better than good or that standards may be declining, then the next 
inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date 
of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or 
the quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection 
immediately. 
 
This is the second section 8 inspection since we judged Dogmersfield Church of England 
Primary School to be good on 14–15 September 2011. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can 
complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 116355 

Local authority Hampshire 

Inspection number 10122258 

Type of school Primary 

School category Voluntary aided 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 134 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Samantha Mumford 

Headteacher Dot Patton 

Website www.dogmersfield.hants.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 28 June 2016 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The leadership structure has changed since the last inspection. The school has replaced 

the deputy headteacher role with two key stage leader roles. 

 The school is a Church of England voluntary-aided school in the diocese of Winchester. 
It was last inspected under section 48 of the Education Act 2005 in 2016 and graded 
good. These inspections take place every three to five years. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
 We met with the headteacher, senior leaders and other members of staff. The lead 

inspector held a meeting with a group of governors, including the chair of governors. 
The lead inspector spoke with a representative of the local authority by telephone. 

 We evaluated the effectiveness of safeguarding by speaking with pupils, leaders, staff 
and governors. We reviewed school safeguarding records, policies and employment 
checks. 

 The subjects considered in depth as part of this inspection were reading, mathematics 
and science. In each subject, I spoke with curriculum leaders, teachers and pupils. I 
visited lessons and scrutinised pupils’ work. 

file:///C:/Users/The%20Rayners/Downloads/www.dogmersfield.hants.sch.uk
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Inspection team 
 

Felix Rayner, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Alison Ashcroft Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates:  

http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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