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inspection
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children settle very happily in the childminder's welcoming home after their day at 
school. The warm, trusting relationships established between the childminder and 
the children she cares for are a strength of her practice. The childminder creates a 
calm and very friendly atmosphere within her home. Older and younger children 
play extremely well together; their behaviour is exemplary. The childminder is very 
respectful towards the children she cares for. In turn, children are very kind, caring 
and respectful of the differing needs of their friends. For instance, older children 
offer to show children how to play new board games, including others in activities 
happily. Children say that they like coming to the childminder's home. They enjoy 
meeting and playing with different-aged children, to build on their friendship 
groups.

The childminder uses good opportunities to help children to learn to keep 
themselves safe. For instance, children learn how to cross roads safely on their 
trips to and from school. Younger children develop good independence skills and 
are able to manage self-care routines independently. The childminder recognises 
when children need help and encouragement to help them to continue to broaden 
their independence, which she does sensitively and with success. Children benefit 
from healthy routines, to promote their physical well-being. For example, after 
school, children take turns to wash their hands before they sit to eat snacks 
together.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children enjoy a variety of activities after their day at school. The childminder 
values the choices and interests of the children she cares for and organises her 
environment well. This ensures that the differing needs of children are well 
catered for. For instance, some children choose to play board games, whereas 
others choose to colour. Children say that they enjoy the variety of activities 
they can take part in and like learning new games to play with their friends. 

n The childminder provides a safe and secure environment for children in her 
home, and when on outings. She helps children learn how to keep themselves 
safe, which children are able to share confidently. For instance, on the day of 
the inspection, children explained to the inspector which side of the path to 
walk, to keep the side clear for children on bicycles to pass. Children enjoy a 
variety of activities to help them learn about the local community and to help 
them enjoy fresh air and exercise. For instance, children enjoy visits to the 
beach, walks to local parks and visit local places of interest. These routines help 
children learn how to be physically active and help promote their good health 
and well-being. 
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n The childminder works very closely with parents and with local schools to ensure 
children benefit from smooth transitions to and from her home. School teachers 
say that the childminder's care ensures children come to school happy and ready 
to learn. The childminder takes the time to talk about what children have done 
at school, and uses this to continue talking with children about what they have 
learned during their day. For instance, older and younger children talk about VE 
day celebrations planned for later in the year. They ask the childminder 
questions about VE day, as she helps them reflect on the stories that visitors to 
the school shared with them during the day. 

n Parents speak very positively about the childminder's care. They say that she 
places children's emotional well-being at the centre of her ethos. She works with 
parents successfully, including those who are serving military personnel and 
sometimes deployed for lengthy periods, to share in their children's 
achievements and successes. Children demonstrate that they are very happy 
and content, and develop strong bonds with the childminder and with each 
other.

n The childminder takes a professional approach to continuing to develop her skills 
and knowledge. She meets with other childminders to share best practice ideas 
and keeps up to date with changes to legislation. She uses any training she has, 
to benefit children in her care. The childminder seeks the views of parents and 
children to contribute positively to her self-evaluation. For instance, she has 
resourced additional card games children have asked for, following their 
feedback.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a good understanding of her role and responsibility to keep 
children safe from harm. She completes regular safeguarding training to keep 
abreast of changes to local safeguarding procedures. She knows how to identify 
signs and indicators relating to child protection, including from extreme views or 
behaviours. The childminder knows how to report these concerns, to keep children 
safe. The childminder supervises children when in her care, including on outings. 
She assesses risks effectively and knows how to take action to minimise these to 
keep children safe. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY370540

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10136777

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 4 to 9

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection 11 May 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2008 and lives in Lee-on-the-Solent, Hampshire. She 
provides before- and after-school care for children, Monday to Friday from 7am 
until 9am and from 3pm until 6pm, during term time only and during some school 
holidays. The childminder has a childcare qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tara Naylor

Inspection activities

n The inspector spoke to the childminder and children during the inspection. 
n The inspector reviewed policies, documents and other information related to the 

running of the childminder's setting.
n Parents provided their written views of the childminder's practice, and the 

inspector listened to and took account of the views of children.  
n The inspector observed activities with the childminder and discussed how 

effectively the resources meet children's individual needs and interests.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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