
Inspection of Playdays Nursery
45 Comeragh Road, West Kensington, London W14 9HT

Inspection date: 29 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children have a wonderful time in this highly stimulating and welcoming 
environment. Staff have consistently high expectations for every child's learning. 
Children are extremely motivated to learn and are eager to join in the high-quality 
activities on offer. Staff encourage children to make choices, and children's needs 
and interests are the centre of all they do. For example, children showed their 
fascination in modes of transport. They excitedly talked about their visit to the local 
underground station and looked at photos of their trip. They studied tube maps 
and eagerly selected resources to make pictures of different tube lines. Leaders 
place a high focus on creative play. For example, children greatly enjoyed making 
mud trays and added natural materials which they had collected on nature walks. 
Home visits provide excellent opportunities for children to meet their key person 
and prepare them for their start at nursery. Children are very secure, settled and 
happy. Their behaviour is exemplary. Staff are excellent role models. They are 
nurturing and help children learn right from wrong. Children are very polite, play 
cooperatively and interact warmly with each other, staff and visitors

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff are highly reflective and evaluate the service they provide 
effectively. Staff implement a well-thought-out, ambitious curriculum. They have 
an exceptional understanding of the needs and interests of the children who 
attend and know what they want children to learn. Children freely explore and 
enjoy all the resources on offer.

n Leaders have identified communication and language as a priority. Staff listen 
carefully to children and are very skilful at introducing new vocabulary. They 
model the correct use of language, teach phonics and help children learn how to 
pronounce words. Children speak with confidence, persevering until they 
succeed as they sound the letters in their names. Children who speak English as 
an additional language are very well supported by bilingual staff.

n Partnerships with parents are very strong. Staff keep parents well informed 
about their children's learning through a variety of ways. They share their 
observations, photographs and assessments of children, as well as information 
on current projects. Staff suggest ways in which parents can extend and support 
their children's learning at home. Parents speak very highly of the professional, 
supportive staff. They comment that their children love coming to nursery and 
are making strong progress. 

n Staff enjoy working in the nursery. They say they are valued and well supported. 
Leaders act with integrity and consider the well-being of staff. Staff greatly 
benefit from regular supervision, development opportunities and daily support 
they receive from leaders. Staff appreciate the non-contact time to complete 
training and manage their work. 
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n Children develop a rich understanding of people and families beyond their own. 
They learn about different faiths and celebrate a variety of festivals. Staff 
challenge stereotypes. Children become deeply engaged in the weekly French 
classes. They confidently repeat phrases in French and sing songs from memory. 
They show great respect for each other and talk confidently during activities. 

n Staff provide a wealth of opportunities to help enrich children's experiences and 
understanding of healthy lifestyles. Children benefit from daily fresh air and 
exercise. They enjoy the free flow to the outdoor area. Children make trips to 
parks, climb and explore nature and have opportunities to go swimming. For 
example, they became engrossed as they played with real fruit and vegetables in 
the home corner. One child excitedly explained that peppers are a healthy food 
and the seeds inside will 'grow and grow'. Children show high levels of 
independence. They set the tables for lunch and self-serve nutritious food. 

n Children behave extremely well, develop positive attitudes to their play and are 
eager to learn. All children make rapid progress in relation to their starting 
points. They are very well prepared for their move to school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders implement safer recruitment procedures. When appointing new staff, the 
manager follows through their recruitment process to ensure that staff are suitable 
and have the skills they need. Staff demonstrate a highly secure understanding of 
procedures to keep children safe. They complete safeguarding training and take 
part in quizzes to keep their knowledge up to date. All staff knows the signs which 
may indicate a child is at risk of harm. They understand how to report concerns. 
The staff compete regular risk assessments to ensure that children remain safe and 
secure. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 143792

Local authority Hammersmith & Fulham

Inspection number 10137951

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 25

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person Playdays Day Nursery & Nursery School 
Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911369

Telephone number 020 7385 1955

Date of previous inspection 18 April 2016

Information about this early years setting

Playdays Nursery registered in 1998 and is located in West Kensington, in the 
London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham. The nursery is open each weekday 
from 8am until 6pm for 51 weeks a year. It receives funding for the provision of 
free nursery education for children aged three and four years. There are five 
members of staff, four of whom hold appropriate childcare qualifications at level 2 
or above. The manager and operations manager hold level 3 qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Deborah Orchard
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and the managers completed a learning walk across all areas of 
the nursery to understand how the early years provision and curriculum are 
organised. 

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the operations manager.
n The inspector held discussions with staff, children and parents at appropriate 

times during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at a sample of documents. This included evidence of staff 

suitability and training.
n A meeting was held between the inspector and nursery managers.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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