
Inspection of The Roseacre Playgroup
The Parish Office, Church Square, Shepperton TW17 9JY

Inspection date: 3 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The manager works closely with staff to provide children with an ambitious 
curriculum. Together, they provide children with an exciting and challenging indoor 
and outdoor learning environment, which they continually evaluate and improve. 
Managers and staff have clear intentions for children to learn as much outdoors as 
they do indoors. Staff provide a good balance of free play and adult-initiated 
activities. They join in with children's play with great enthusiasm. Staff have high 
expectations for all children and support them well to extend and challenge their 
learning and development. Children are motivated learners.

Children are happy, safe, very well behaved and thoroughly enjoy being at the pre-
school. Staff have a caring approach towards the children and know them well. 
They work closely with parents and other agencies to meet children's individual 
needs and reduce any gaps in their development. Parents say that their children, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, have made good 
progress since starting at the pre-school. Staff encourage parents to get involved in 
children's learning. Children take home library books for their parents to read to 
them at home.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide and use numerous interesting and accessible resources to support 
children's development. For example, children enjoy learning about capacity 
while filling and emptying containers with soil in an outdoor mud kitchen. Staff 
confidently lead music-and-movement activities. They successfully adapt these 
activities to develop children's listening skills and ability to respond quickly to 
different instructions.  

n Children develop the knowledge and skills they need for their future. Staff 
skilfully develop children's language development and vocabulary. Children sing 
with enthusiasm and learn new words. Staff explain the meaning of these words, 
such as 'foggy', 'murky', 'frosty', 'chilly' and 'arctic' while using props and picture 
cards and talking about the weather. 

n Staff focus strongly on promoting children's interest in books. They make a huge 
variety of books available in all areas of the curriculum. Staff often use the 
books to plan activities. For example, to support children's great interest in 
learning about space. Staff have improved how they organise group story times 
and singing activities, which has successfully developed children's concentration. 

n Staff are positive role models for children. They join in with children's play and 
respond to their interests and choices to extend their learning and development 
overall. They enthusiastically enter into children's imaginative play, for example 
when children decide to play with used train tickets to go on a journey with their 
friends. Staff encourage children to share and take turns, to support their social 
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skills and good behaviour even further. 
n Staff provide a range of activities that support children's physical skills. Children 

use pipettes to extract water and use toy cars in paint to create patterns. Staff 
encourage children to make marks and draw. Children purposefully write letters 
which they put into envelopes and post into a box in a role-play office. However, 
staff do not consistently support children to learn the sounds of letters of the 
alphabet when opportunities arise to extend their good emerging pre-reading 
and writing skills further.

n Staff meet children's individual health and care needs well. Children develop 
good independence. They cut up fruit and use a liquidiser safely to make healthy 
smoothies. Staff encourage children to serve themselves and to help wash up 
the plates and cups at snack time. Since registration, staff have further improved 
the opportunities for children to learn to put on their coats and shoes.

n The manager regularly supervises staff and gives careful consideration to their 
well-being. Changes that have been made to children's developmental records 
have significantly reduced staff workload. The manager, committee, parents and 
staff work hard to raise funds for the pre-school, which is a registered charity. 
For example, they organise cake sales and sponsored walks with the children.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff complete safeguarding training. They have a good understanding of what 
to do if they are concerned about a child's welfare and safety. Staff understand and 
adhere to safeguarding policies and procedures, for example, for the use of mobile 
phones and social media. The premises are safe and secure. Staff give top priority 
to children's safety. They consistently risk assess activities and outings to reduce 
and remove any hazards. For example, they supervise children well at all times 
when they use the first-floor play room and during outings to the nearby River 
Thames.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support children to learn the sounds of letters when opportunities arise to 
extend their pre-reading and writing skills even further. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY549339

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10123445

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person The Roseacre Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523594

Telephone number 07846750663

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Roseacre Playgroup registered in 2017. It is located in Shepperton, Surrey. 
The playgroup operates on Monday to Friday during term time, from 9.15am to 
12.15pm. Five staff work with the children, all of whom hold relevant qualifications 
at level 3. The playgroup receives funding to provide free early education to 
children age three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Cathy Greenwood

Inspection activities

n The organisation of the curriculum was discussed and observed during a 
learning walk with the pre-school manager.

n Children were observed taking part in indoor and outdoor activities. 
n The inspector completed two joint observations with the pre-school manager.
n The inspector talked with staff, children, parents and committee members.
n Documentation was looked at and discussed, including the pre-school policies 

and procedures.

Inspection report: The Roseacre Playgroup
3 February 2020 4



We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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