
Childminder report

Inspection date: 4 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children behave well. There are clear and well-established daily routines that help 
them feel emotionally secure. The childminder encourages children's independence 
well. For example, they choose what they would like to play with, and tidy away 
after themselves before starting something else. The childminder is skilled in 
supporting children in all areas of their learning. She has high expectations for 
children and is keen for them to succeed. The childminder prepares them well for 
the next stage of their learning, including starting school. Children are happy and 
settled in this friendly and stimulating setting. They enjoy many interesting and fun 
activities. For example, children have their own treasure boxes with objects 
matched to their interests to engage and motivate them. Children are provided 
with rich experiences outside the setting. They learn about the world beyond their 
own through frequent trips and walks around the local area. For example, they 
enjoy visits to parks, museums and attend local toddler groups. There is a strong 
focus on developing children's social skills and providing them with opportunities to 
meet and play with others. The childminder helps children to take care of 
themselves and feel safe. For example, they learn how to recognise safe places to 
cross the road and to look out for traffic.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder knows the children she cares for well. She makes accurate 
ongoing assessments of what they already know and need to learn next. The 
childminder uses this information effectively to build on children's knowledge 
and skills. For example, she introduces new animal shapes as children model 
with play dough to extend their knowledge and vocabulary.

n Children are polite and show thoughtfulness towards others. For example, they 
wait their turn during their games and listen to others. Children know the daily 
routines and follow them well. They mix well with members of the childminder's 
family. The childminder helps children to understand the differences and 
similarities in their immediate and wider communities. For example, children 
learn about different cultures and countries through their artwork and role play.

n The childminder forms strong relationships with parents. She works closely with 
parents to help children settle smoothly into her provision. The childminder 
provides good guidance and support for children's toilet training and their other 
developmental stages. She keeps parents well informed of their children's 
progress through regular and detailed feedback in diaries and discussions. 
Parents strongly recommend her service.

n The childminder works closely with other settings that children attend to provide 
continuity in their care. For example, she discusses the books, stories and 
themes that children are studying at nursery and reflects this in her own 
practice. This contributes strongly to continuity in children's learning and 
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personal development.
n Children love listening to the well-read stories that are central to the 

childminder's routines. They follow the characters closely and anticipate what 
will happen next. The childminder provides a range of opportunities for children 
to develop their mark-making skills. They create shapes in mud, dough and sand 
and have many painting experiences. However, opportunities during activities to 
extend children's emerging recognition of letters and words are less well 
established.

n The childminder is well qualified and keen to consistently develop. She has a 
clear vision for the service she provides. The childminder makes good use of 
opportunities to meet with other childminders and early years professionals to 
extend and enrich her knowledge. She routinely reflects on her planning and 
organisation to improve her provision.

n Children learn to appreciate and enjoy a healthy lifestyle. The childminder 
introduces them to many well prepared and nutritious healthy meals. She 
ensures that they have daily opportunities for fresh air and physical activity. The 
childminder recognises, however, that she could develop the outdoor area 
further to extend the range of learning experiences.

n The childminder constantly reinforces children's mathematical knowledge. For 
example, they count the monsters in the story that they are listening to and 
work out 'one more' or 'one less'. Children name the shapes that they play with 
in their modelling work and compare lengths of spaghetti. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder thoroughly understands the signs that may indicate a child is at 
risk. She makes sure that she undertakes regular training to keep her knowledge 
up to date. The childminder acts on the guidance from local authority 
representatives and the local safeguarding website. She places a very strong 
emphasis on keeping children safe. The childminder strongly reassures parents that 
she will be sensitive to their children's needs and will always act upon them. She 
checks that her home is free from hazards and involves children in considering their 
own safe play. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend the range of opportunities for children to develop their recognition of 
letters and words

n build on the opportunities to further extend the range of learning experiences 
outdoors.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY552218

Local authority Sheffield

Inspection number 10143633

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 3 to 3

Total number of places 5

Number of children on roll 1

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2017. She lives in Meersbrook, Sheffield. The 
childminder holds qualified teacher status. She operates all year round from 7am to 
6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Andrew Clark

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning. The childminder and inspector reflected 
on activities together. 

n The childminder showed the inspector around the areas of her home that 
children access. They discussed how the childminder organises her setting and 
plans the curriculum and experiences for children.

n The inspector looked at a sample of the childminder's documents, including 
evidence the suitability of those living on the premises.

n The inspector took into account the written views of parents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.
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If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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