
Childminder report

Inspection date: 3 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder and her assistant provide a welcoming home that is safe and 
secure for children. They work well as a team and are committed to helping 
children to develop lots of important skills so they can 'become good citizens'. 
Children are extremely settled and happy. They take part in a wide range of 
activities, indoors and outside, which helps them to develop a positive attitude to 
learning. 

Children are kind and considerate to each other. They are well behaved and 
understand the 'golden rules', which are clearly displayed with words and pictures. 
Most children who attend the setting speak English as an additional language. They 
are ably supported by the childminder and her assistant who are bilingual. They 
speak to children in both English and Polish, which works incredibly well in practice. 
For example, children thoroughly enjoy singing songs in different languages and 
they do so with such enthusiasm and energy. The childminder also takes children 
on outings to the library for story time sessions. As a result, children are exposed 
to lots of English, which helps them to become fluent in their communication and 
language. However, the childminder's approach to supporting children's literacy 
development within her own setting is less well developed. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder and her assistant have organised the curriculum well. Children 
access a designated playroom which is set out in a way that helps to promote 
different areas of learning. As a result, children have lots of choices and enjoy 
acquiring a range of skills. A lot of learning takes place in the enclosed garden. 
For example, toddlers develop their physical skills as they play ball games. Older 
children learn about capacity and volume as they use different-sized vessels in 
the sand tray. All children thoroughly enjoy playing with the water wall. This 
activity also helps children to learn new words, such as 'water', 'flow' and 'drip'.   

n Since the previous inspection, the childminder has undertaken an abundance of 
training which has truly enhanced children's learning. She has applied her 
knowledge from communication and language training. For example, when 
children start in the childminder's care, she assesses their speaking skills in their 
home language as well as in English. This approach works well in practice and 
means that children who need a little help are quickly identified. The childminder 
has also introduced lots of mathematical resources as a result of training. Most 
notable is the number line that children have created, using plastic bottle tops. 
This also helps them to understand about recycling items and caring for their 
environment.

n Children benefit from outings in the community. They visit the airport and enjoy 
trips to the park. These experiences help children to develop an awareness of 
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the wider world. The childminder also provides books and resources that depict 
differences. For example, children thoroughly enjoy looking at large books, such 
as 'I is for India', which helps them to develop an awareness of diversity. The 
childminder understands the importance of supporting children's early literacy 
development. However, her storytelling does not consistently engage children. 
Furthermore, children's name cards, which they use for self-registration, are 
recorded in capital letters. As a result, children's literacy development is not as 
strong as it could be. 

n Children, including toddlers, are proficient in their self-care skills. For example, 
they take themselves to the bathroom and manage their personal care needs 
well. They also put on their own coats before going outside to play, and serve 
their own snacks. The childminder's assistant, who is a qualified chef, prepares 
wholesome meals and snacks that children devour. They particularly enjoy 
chicken and garlic dishes. They also sample new foods, such as cucumber soup. 
These experiences contribute to children's health and well-being. 

n Parents comment positively about the childminder and her assistant. They are 
pleased that their children learn new songs in English and go on regular outings. 
Parents also appreciate the support and advice which the childminder offers. For 
example, she works closely with parents to help their children become toilet 
trained. Partnership working is strong. The childminder works closely with 
professionals in the community. She also shares her knowledge and expertise as 
a mentor to newly registered childminders.  

n The childminder and her assistant are enthusiastic and committed to their roles. 
They offer a wealth of learning opportunities that challenge children and help 
them to acquire new skills. This is most notable in their communication and 
language skills. Children sing with gusto and develop lots of confidence in using 
English words, which prepares them well for their next stage in learning.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder and her assistant undertake regular child protection training, 
which keeps their knowledge up to date. They are aware of the procedures to 
follow if they have any concerns about a child's well-being. They are both vigilant 
when they take children on outings. For example, children are transported safely in 
a car and they wear high-visibility jackets on all outings. The childminder also 
adopts good procedures that ensure babies' safety during sleep times. They are 
monitored via a camera and the childminder also checks on them at regular 
intervals. Overall, children's safety is fully assured.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n make better use of story time sessions to enhance children's level of 
engagement and listening skills 

n ensure children's names, such as name cards, are written accurately so that 
children can recognise and write their own names using the correct letters.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY474326

Local authority Manchester

Inspection number 10064806

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1 to 9

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 9

Date of previous inspection 24 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2014 and lives in Wythenshawe. She operates all 
year round from 5.45am until 6.30pm on Monday to Friday, and from 9am until 
5pm on Saturday, except for bank holidays and family holidays. The childminder 
holds a childcare qualification at level 2. She works with an assistant. The 
childminder provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tricia Graham

Inspection activities

n The inspector held discussions with the childminder, assistant and children at 
appropriate times during the inspection.   

n The inspector evaluated an activity with the childminder.
n The inspector considered how the childminder works in partnership with parents 

and others. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education and the impact this has on 

children's learning. 
n Consideration was given to parents' written testimonials.
n The inspector reviewed documents, including first-aid certificates. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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