
Inspection of Mulberry Bush Nursery 
Dumers Lane
Bury South Business Park, Dumers Lane, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 2AD

Inspection date: 31 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are thriving. They are provided with exceptional high levels of support to 
help them to build strong foundations for future learning. This includes children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Children are highly 
motivated, confident and self-assured. They are eager to participate in superb 
experiences, including those that they may not otherwise have access to at home. 
For example, children delight in taking part in yoga sessions and then share with 
parents the moves they have learned. 

Children demonstrate exemplary behaviour and social skills. They delight in 
receiving praise for their contributions. Children celebrate their achievements 
together and are extremely thoughtful, kind and caring. Younger children gently 
stroke a doll's face and wash and dress it, before taking it on an imaginary 
shopping trip. Older children vote to decide on which animal they can pretend to 
be next, helping them to learn about fairness. 

The management and staff team have highly ambitious expectations of themselves 
and what children can achieve. They are very passionate about providing all 
children with the best possible care and education within a highly inclusive 
environment. Children challenge themselves and become confident in their own 
abilities, supported by the highly skilled staff. They climb and jump on the soft play 
equipment, assured in the knowledge that a member of staff is nearby.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team provides staff with highly focused support and training 
to help them to develop their practice to an exceptional level. The more qualified 
staff share their expertise with less-qualified staff. For example, staff inspire 
children's natural curiosity by providing an excellent range of sensory play items 
to explore. Babies are fascinated to explore different objects with their hands 
and mouths. Older children become deeply absorbed as staff encourage them to 
discover the ice melting to expose hidden objects.

n Staff are excellent in helping children to become critical thinkers and solve 
problems. They use highly effective questioning and give children plenty of time 
to think and respond. Children discover that, as their bucket is empty, they could 
place it in the rain to capture water. Young children work out complex jigsaw 
pieces and recognise the colours belonging to the familiar characters.  

n Staff say that they feel extremely well supported by the managers. They benefit 
from well-being, mindfulness and relaxation sessions, which help to build their 
self-esteem and teamwork. Children benefit from a unique mindfulness 
programme to help them to feel calm and focus their minds, ready for learning.

n The management team does its utmost to help children to make the best 
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possible progress. Managers visit local schools and have found that children 
from their nursery are excelling in reading and writing. Staff design the 
curriculum to include what children will be learning at local schools. For 
example, they help children to be confident in speaking and counting in French. 
This helps children to develop early key skills for them to continue at school. 

n Staff use their new knowledge from attending training to provide superb 
experiences for children. They are highly skilled in building on what children 
know and can do. Babies are supported, using a range of methods, to help them 
to develop the muscles in their legs, ready for walking. They are delighted to 
play games of peek-a-boo as staff use a 'serve and return' technique. Older 
children learn new words, wait their turn to talk and become extremely confident 
communicators.

n Children are captivated by staff's highly vibrant, engaging and animated 
storytelling. They become immersed and eagerly wait with anticipation to find 
out what is happening in the story. Children place imaginary items into a bag to 
take on their adventure into space. They laugh together as one decides to put 
their giggles into the bag. Children thoroughly enjoy their time at nursery and 
are truly inspired to learn.

n Staff establish excellent partnership working with parents and share ideas to 
help to promote what each individual child needs to learn next. Parents say that 
the extremely knowledgeable staff are very accommodating and foster an 
inclusive environment. They say that staff go out of their way to provide tailored 
parenting courses, including outstanding support to promote children's 
emotional well-being. This has a significant impact on supporting their child's 
behaviour and helps them to feel safe, confident and joyful.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management and staff team strive to ensure that children's safety is their 
utmost priority. Staff have an outstanding understanding of how to promptly deal 
with any concern about a child and wider safeguarding issues. They provide 
information for parents about how to keep their children safe online. Staff take 
excellent care of children with allergies and work exceptionally well with parents to 
manage children's special dietary requirements. Children are supported extremely 
well to help them to learn how to keep themselves safe. This includes, for example, 
those with SEND, who may not have an awareness of danger. Children are very 
careful during physical exercise sessions and leave plenty of space to keep each 
other safe. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY491044

Local authority Bury 

Inspection number 10129233

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 122

Number of children on roll 195

Name of registered person Mulberry Bush Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910910

Telephone number 01616723338

Date of previous inspection 28 January 2016

Information about this early years setting

Mulberry Bush Nursery Dumers Lane registered in 2015. The nursery employs 48 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 40 hold appropriate early years qualifications 
to at least level 2, including one member with qualified teacher status; two hold 
early years professional status; 25 staff members hold a qualification at level 3; 
four staff hold a qualification at level 4; and two have a level 2. The nursery opens 
from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Cath Palser
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of care and educational practices during 
activities indoors and outdoors. She assessed the impact this has on children's 
learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection. 
n A tour of the nursery and joint observations were completed with the two 

managers to understand how the early years provision and the curriculum is 
organised. 

n The inspector held meetings with the management team. She looked at relevant 
documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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