
Inspection of Play B C Preschool
Elm Grove Hall, Butter Hill, Wallington SM6 7JD

Inspection date: 29 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The experienced manager shows an ambition to provide good-quality education 
and has a clear ethos and vision for the future. The children have a good sense of 
belonging in the pre-school and quickly settle into their well-established routine. 
The manager and her team create a fun and stimulating environment, indoors and 
outdoors. The teaching is good, and staff have high expectations of every child. 
Occasionally, adult-led activities are too lengthy and complex. As a result, younger 
children become restless and lose focus. Children enjoy free-flowing access to the 
outdoor area, which helps to promote their decision making, physical health and 
well-being. Older children learn how to use hammers and nails outside, closely 
supported by attentive and engaging staff. This helps to develop children's 
understanding of taking risks and the importance of being careful. Children 
demonstrate high levels of involvement and display a can-do attitude. They learn 
new vocabulary, such as 'triceratops', and staff improve their pronunciation by 
repeating words back to them. Children have a wide range of experiences to learn 
about their local and wider community. For example, they regularly visit a local 
residential care home for the elderly and are visited by professionals, such as a 
local police officer. Children are confident, self-assured and enjoy their time at the 
pre-school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff offer a welcoming and inclusive environment where children feel safe and 
secure. All staff have completed sign-language training and use this to support 
communication and language skills of differing children. These include those 
who speak English as an additional language, children in receipt of additional 
funding and those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. All children 
make good progress from their individual starting points.

n Children benefit from daily opportunities to be outdoors in the fresh air and use 
a range of equipment that challenges them and extends their physical 
development. For example, children develop their coordination, stamina, balance 
and leg muscles as they run, climb and cycle. Staff have clear and consistent 
behavioural expectations and children respond to these well. Staff use timers to 
support children in understanding that they need to wait their turn. Children play 
harmoniously and share the resources.  

n Staff have good partnerships with parents and other external agencies involved 
with children. They use information, from speech and language therapists and 
parents, to plan targeted activities. The manager uses early years pupil premium 
funding to employ additional staff to provide one-to-one focused activities for 
children with additional needs. This helps to narrow identified gaps in children's 
learning and development to help them achieve their potential. 

n Staff provide learning opportunities across the curriculum. Children learn about 
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letters and sounds through planned activities, such as daily phonics sessions. 
Additionally, staff skilfully talk to children as they play, asking them questions, 
introducing new vocabulary and using descriptive language. The impact of this 
was obvious when children showed that they were aware of the difference 
between a carnivore and a herbivore. Children are good communicators and 
have a wide range of vocabulary.  

n The manager and staff have been proactive in taking on opportunities to 
become involved in local authority initiatives. For example, they are taking part 
in the Healthy Early Years programme and are currently working towards 
achieving the Bronze award. Children enjoy healthy, nutritious meals and have 
access to clean drinking water throughout the day. However, staff do not always 
support children in fully understanding about practices, such as eating healthy 
food and how this contributes to their health and well-being. 

n Staff act as good role models and promote good hygiene routines. Children 
listen and respond to instructions promptly. They have opportunities to take 
responsibility for their own care needs. For instance, children develop 
independence in using the toilet and wash their hands before snacks and meals. 
Children are well behaved and demonstrate a positive sense of self-esteem. 

n Parents have a warm and secure relationship with the staff. They praise the staff 
for providing flexible settling-in procedures that support their children's needs 
and routines. This helps children to feel emotionally settled. Parents are kept up 
to date with their children's progress and speak highly of the pre-school and the 
staff. 

n Children have several opportunities to engage in adult-led activities. However, at 
times, younger children lose interest and do not engage with the activity or learn 
as much as possible. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager has a good knowledge of safer recruitment and ensures that staff are 
aware of their responsibilities to protect children from harm. Staff have a good 
understanding of the signs and symptoms of abuse, and wider safeguarding issues 
such as radical and extreme views. They know how to report concerns about 
children's welfare. Daily risk assessments are carried out to minimize any hazards 
or accidents, to ensure the pre-school is safe and secure. Staff are deployed 
effectively and children are supervised well. Children's safety is paramount to the 
staff. They have appropriate fire procedures in place and regularly practise fire 
drills. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n reflect on and review adult-led activities to include younger children's interests 
and abilities, to maintain their attention and promote their engagement at the 
highest level 

n support children further to help them fully understand the importance of eating 
healthy food and how this contributes to their health and well-being. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY551720

Local authority Sutton

Inspection number 10133734

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 60

Name of registered person Play B C Preschool Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902502

Telephone number 020 8088 4808

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Play B C Preschool registered in 2017. It is located in Sutton, in the London 
Borough of Merton. It is open each weekday from 8am to 5pm, term time only. 
The pre-school employs 12 staff. Of these, three are qualified teachers, seven hold 
a relevant early years qualification from level 2 to level 3, and two are unqualified. 
The pre-school receives funding to provide free early education to children aged 
two, three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Yemi Afolabi
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Inspection activities

n A learning walk was conducted across all areas of the pre-school to understand 
how the early years provision and the curriculum are organised. 

n The inspector spoke to the manager, staff and children throughout the 
inspection. She completed a joint observation of an activity with the manager. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She looked at a range of 
documents, including first-aid certificates, staff's suitability checks, policies and 
children's learning books. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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