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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

The manager and staff provide an excellently planned environment and curriculum
for the children. Staff are great role models, interacting clearly and enthusiastically
with the children throughout the playgroup session. Children are confident, highly
motivated and eager to join in the activities. The children communicate well and
children who speak English as an additional language are fully supported to help
them develop their communication skills. The staff know and nurture the children
really well. They understand the children's development and interests fully and plan
activities that continually excite the children and feed their natural curiosity. The
children have the opportunity to explore the community around them, benefiting
from the museums and exhibitions close by.

The staff teach the children about healthy eating and what is good for them. The
children and staff are very friendly, and children are exceptionally well behaved.
Staff provide excellent support to ensure that the children flourish, become
independent and show increasing curiosity in their learning. The children are given
appropriate risks to help them develop further, for example, they learn how to use
the staircases and bridges in the area safely. Staff are so warm and caring and
provide loving comfort to children who need it, allowing the children to feel
exceptionally safe and secure. The children demonstrate high levels of self-control
and kindness. Staff are very observant and take action quickly to remind children of
the playgroup rules.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The setting provides a rich learning environment, where children have the
opportunity to thrive and flourish. They are offered a range of activities that
ensure they are accessing a broad curriculum across all areas of learning. A
strong focus on the children's personal, social and emotional development
underpins the work of the skilled practitioners. This means that children become
confident learners and are exceptionally well prepared for the next stage in their
learning. The children are offered an excellent range of resources and activities
that keep them active, engaged and help them to build on their knowledge and
learning through meaningful play.

B An excellent partnership with parents is in place. The parents speak so highly of
the setting and cannot praise the staff enough. They comment on how the
children are fully supported and always learning new things. The staff settle any
new children with great care, ensuring they have a rounded understanding of
their individual needs before they start. Parents are highly positive about
effective ongoing communication between the highly valued staff and
themselves. Staff work closely as a team and put the needs and interests of the
children and families first at all times. Relationships between everyone involved
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with the playgroup are respectful and warm.

B The manager has established excellent relationships with schools, which helps to
provide a smooth transition for the children and parents. She understands the
importance of supporting the whole family and many older children choose to
return and visit the playgroup once they have left.

W Literacy and mathematical development are fully embedded throughout the
setting. The staff frequently sing songs and use a large range of rich vocabulary.
The use of repetition, rhythm, rhyme and actions make activities more
memorable, exciting and engaging for the children. This ensures their new
knowledge is secure.

B The staff are very skilled at playing alongside children and know when to
intervene to extend children's learning. They use various effective teaching
methods to support the children in their learning. They are always at the
children's level and readily available to support them. The staff take every
opportunity to engage with and observe the children as they play. They have an
excellent understanding of what each child needs next. The staff understand
how the children learn and plan activities which build on children's experiences
so that they can remember more.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children are supported well to ensure they are kept safe. Staff have a thorough
understanding of the robust procedures in place to keep children safe within the
nursery and when on outings. They are alert to the signs which might indicate a
child is at risk and know how to report any concerns. The building is clean, safe
and in a secure location. The provider ensures all staff undergo safeguarding
training and keeps their own safeguarding knowledge current.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 122756

Local authority City of London

Inspection nhumber 10106699

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2103

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 11

Barbican Playgroup and Mothers and

Name of registered person Toddlers Group Committee

Registered person unique

reference number RP306891
Telephone number 020 76382718
Date of previous inspection 23 September 2015

Information about this early years setting

Barbican Playgroup registered in 1975. It is situated within the Barbican Estate, in
the City of London. The playgroup operates Monday to Friday, from 9.30am to
1pm, term time only. The playgroup is in receipt of funding to provide free early
education for children aged three and four years. The playgroup employs two
members of staff, including the manager, both of whom hold relevant early years
qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Charlotte Patel
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Inspection activities

B The inspector observed the children as they took part in daily routines and the
quality of interactions with the staff.

B The inspector spoke to staff, children and the manager at appropriate times
during the inspection.

B The inspector took into account the views of parents spoken to on the day of
inspection.

B The inspector sampled a range of documents and records.

B The inspector undertook a learning walk and observed how staff interact with
children indoors and outdoors.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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