
Inspection of Doodlebugs Preschool
1 West Way, Southwell Business Park, PORTLAND, Dorset DT5 2NA

Inspection date: 30 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy on arrival and settle quickly to play. They excitedly greet their 
friends and staff and develop positive, secure relationships. Children's behaviour is 
excellent. They recognise the importance of being kind and helpful to others. Staff 
ask children, 'How could we help our friends?' and they say, 'We can teach them to 
share.' Children benefit from a well-organised play environment where they explore 
the wide range of exciting toys and activities and learn through their developing 
curiosity and investigation. They develop good fine motor skills and concentrate 
well at threading dried pasta shapes onto straws. Older children squeeze and 
squash play dough to create their models. They use straws as candles and say, 
'I've made a birthday cake.' Younger children learn about space, size and shape 
through their play. For example, they concentrate well, stacking soft bricks one on 
top of another to make a tall tower. Older children recognise numbers of personal 
significance and proudly say, 'I'm four.' Children confidently make independent 
choices of toys to fully support their ideas and interests in play. Staff have clear 
expectations and help children to make very positive progress. Children develop 
the necessary skills to prepare them for their future learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Management and staff form a strong team and work very well together. They 
continually evaluate their practice and identify how to make ongoing 
improvements. This has helped staff to develop strong partnerships with 
parents, to help support their children's individual needs. In addition, they 
continually review children's use of play areas. Staff reorganise these to provide 
more space for children's play.

n Children benefit from a very motivating range of activities and visits that 
broaden their experiences and help to develop their understanding of the world. 
They enjoy going on a bus ride with staff and visit a café. A visitor brings a pet 
snake in and they learn how the snake sheds its skin. Children learn about sea-
life creatures, such as crabs, and see these move around in a tank of water.

n Staff are significantly skilled at recognising how to support all children to behave 
exceptionally well. Children positively beam with pride when staff praise them 
for sharing toys well. Staff sensitively encourage children to express their 
feelings and manage their emotions. Older children act as excellent role models 
for their younger friends. Staff create a very happy, inclusive play environment 
where all children develop extremely good levels of self-esteem.

n Management actively supports staff's professional development. All staff have 
raised their awareness of ways to support children's more immediate ideas and 
interests through their play. In addition, training has helped staff to learn more 
about using the environment to support children's understanding of shapes and 
numbers. However, staff have not fully considered more ways to help children to 
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learn how to solve simple practical problems, such as identifying when there is a 
space for them to sit down at the snack table.

n Staff get to know children and their families very well. Parents speak highly of 
staff and the provision they offer their children. They say staff actively involve 
them in their children's learning and provide ideas to extend this at home, such 
as collecting autumn items of nature.

n Children develop their physical skills effectively. They develop an enjoyment of 
exercise and learn to move in different ways. For example, they follow the 
actions of a dance teacher who visits them. Children have great fun playing 
'What's the time Mr Wolf?' They carefully control their movements as they slowly 
move forward counting their steps. Children like to sing a song about rabbits and 
lie down pretending to sleep. They anticipate when the rabbits will wake up and 
enthusiastically jump up and hop around the room.

n Staff promote children's learning very well and monitor their achievements 
carefully. They give emphasis to helping children to develop good 
communication and literacy skills. Older children listen well to a favourite story 
and begin to anticipate the endings of sentences. They recall experiences and 
say, 'I had a cough last year.' Younger children enjoy staff's gentle humour and 
start to repeat familiar words. However, occasionally, staff miss opportunities to 
support the younger children's interest and participation, such as in activities 
that the older children initiate.  

n Staff are skilled at following children's ideas to support their imaginations and 
creativity. For example, children helped staff create a colourful dinosaur land 
display. Together, they decide on names for toy dinosaurs to help to describe 
their learning style, such as asking, thinking or exploring. Children talk with staff 
about a favourite film. Staff extend this well and help children to dress up as 
characters in the film. They have a party and stage a mini show.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are fully aware of their roles and responsibilities to safeguard children and 
monitor their welfare closely. Staff clearly recognise possible signs that may alert 
them to concerns. They promote children's well-being effectively and understand 
who to report to in the event of any concern arising. They actively develop positive 
relationships with other agencies involved in protecting children's welfare. This 
helps to promote a continuous approach and clear communication. The 
management team continues to assess staff's suitability through ongoing 
supervision, and supports them well to develop their knowledge and 
understanding. For example, all staff have completed first-aid and safeguarding 
training. The management team forms clear policies and procedures and shares 
these with parents to inform them of the pre-school's aims and values.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide more consistent support for the younger children to encourage their 
involvement in a wider range of play opportunities

n provide more opportunities for children to develop their practical problem-solving 
skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY547567

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10112316

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person Smyth, Sandra

Registered person unique 
reference number RP547566

Telephone number 07927300212

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Doodlebugs Preschool registered in 2017. It is privately owned and is located in 
Portland, Dorset. The pre-school employs six members of childcare staff, four of 
whom hold qualifications at level 3, and one holds a qualification at level 2. The 
pre-school is open from Monday to Friday during term time only. Sessions are from 
8.30am until 3.30pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Mary Daniel
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed children's interactions in play, indoors and outdoors, and 
had discussions with staff about learning and development.

n A sample of documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including first aid 
and qualification certificates.

n A joint observation of an activity was undertaken by the inspector and the 
manager, who had discussions about the quality of teaching.

n The inspector took account of the spoken views of parents.
n The inspector had a tour of the premises with the manager and discussed the 

organisation of the play areas.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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