
Inspection of New Longton Under 5's
The Village Hall, Boundary Close, New Longton, Preston, Lancashire PR4 4BD

Inspection date: 24 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The manager and staff team provide a welcoming and nurturing environment 
where all children flourish. The key-person system is well established, and children 
form secure relationships with the caring staff team. Children demonstrate that 
they feel safe and secure. Staff know the children well and share affectionate 
bonds with them. Children settle quickly and appear to be happy and content. 

The manager and staff have a proactive approach to working in partnership with 
parents and carers. They arrange regular meetings and provide guidance to 
support them in contributing to their children's learning at home. Overall, the 
manager and staff team take effective steps to ensure that children are supported 
to gain the skills to develop and learn effectively. Children are prepared for the 
next stages in their learning and for their move on to school. Staff know children 
well and provide them with good opportunities to enhance their learning. 

Children behave well and show positive attitudes towards their learning. For 
example, older children enjoy physical exercise indoors and learn new yoga 
positions. Younger children relish the opportunity to visit older children in the 
nursery. They explore sand and make models from dough with staff. Activities 
outdoors are thoughtfully planned to stimulate children's curiosity and imagination, 
and challenge their physical dexterity. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager provides strong leadership. She has a clear and ambitious vision 
for the setting and these high values are shared by all the staff. The manager 
monitors staff's practice and observes them in their role. She is considerate of 
the emotional well-being and workload of staff. Targeted training helps to 
develop staff's practice and improves their knowledge. Staff work closely with 
other settings children attend, such as the local school.  

n Children form secure relationships with the kind, caring and nurturing staff team. 
As a result, children demonstrate that they feel safe and secure. Staff use 
positive praise to support children's good behaviour. Children are looked after in 
a safe and well-organised environment. Staff implement good hygiene practices. 
They follow the correct procedures for changing children's nappies and provide 
children with healthy and nutritious foods. 

n Staff promote children's language and mathematical development. They extend 
children's vocabulary during their play by introducing new words and enhancing 
their understanding of numbers. Overall, interactions with children are good and 
staff engage them in meaningful conversations during their play. However, at 
times, some children in the pre-school dominate the conversations during group-
time activities. This means that less-confident children do not always get the 

Inspection report: New Longton Under 5's
24 January 2020 2



opportunity to talk to others. 
n Overall, literacy is promoted effectively. Children frequently choose books and sit 

with staff as they read to them. Staff read with good expression and hold 
children's attention. They ask children questions about the story. Children are 
happy to speak about what they see, sometimes confidently anticipating words 
and phrases. Babies join in with actions during songs and rhymes. Most children 
have good opportunities to make marks and draw. However, staff do not always 
build on babies' interest in sensory and small-physical experiences, by 
introducing more opportunities for them to make marks. 

n Children's independence is promoted well. Most resources and toys are easily 
available for children to choose what they want to play with. At snack time, 
younger children confidently use knives to put spread on their crackers. Older 
children register their own names at the start of the day and find their 
designated place to sit at lunchtime. They put on hats, coats and scarves with 
very little help from staff. Children take pride in their play environment and help 
to tidy away resources.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff team demonstrate a secure knowledge of how to safeguard 
children. They know the possible indicators of abuse and neglect. Staff have a good 
knowledge of wider safeguarding issues and are confident in how they would 
report any concerns about the welfare of a child. Staff complete risk assessments 
to ensure all areas of the setting are safe and secure. Staff check the identity of 
visitors to ensure that only authorised people enter the building. The manager 
follows robust recruitment processes that help to assure the suitability of all adults 
working with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide more sensory opportunities that enable babies to make marks and 
extend their small-physical skills

n support older children to learn the importance of listening and allowing others to 
speak during group-time activities.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 309402

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10129142

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 61

Number of children on roll 74

Name of registered person
New Longton Under Fives Pre-School 
Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908413

Telephone number 07963 987 765

Date of previous inspection 7 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

New Longton Under 5's registered in 1997. The setting employs 10 members of 
childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 and 
above. The manager holds early years professional status and the pre-school 
leader holds qualified teacher status. The setting opens from Monday to Friday for 
50 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 7.30am until 5.30pm. The setting provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Carys Millican
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with children and staff at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk and a joint 
observation of staff's practice.

n A meeting was held with the manager. During this meeting, discussions were 
held about the development of the setting, staff qualifications, suitability and 
recruitment. The inspector looked at a sample of documentation, including the 
monitoring systems used by the manager for checking children's progress.

n The inspector took into account the views of parents and carers.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: New Longton Under 5's
24 January 2020 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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