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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children enjoy coming to the pre-school. They form close friendships within the
small groups who attend. Children play happily and engage well with staff, showing
they feel safe. Parents complete an 'all about me' form when their children start to
attend. These are updated regularly. Staff know about children's individual
interests and preferences. They are taken into consideration when planning
activities.

Children's diversity and unique needs are respected. The inclusive setting welcomes
all children and their families. Staff have learned some Polish words to further
support children from the Polish community who attend. Staff are developing their
knowledge of how to fully support children with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND).

Children develop good independence and self-care skills, such as going to the toilet
by themselves when they are able. Children find their own pegs to hang their coats
up and are beginning to recognise their written names. Staff encourage older
children to put their own coats on, in preparation for moving on to school.

Children generally behave well. Staff talk to children about expected behaviours
and support them to share and take turns. On occasion, staff do not consistently
use effective strategies to ensure children are fully involved in the activities.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Partnerships with parents are well developed. Parents spoken to during the
inspection said they are kept informed of their children's progress and
development. They are also able to access online records to view their children's
development. Parents say that they feel 'the door is always open' for them to
talk to the manager. Parents' afternoons are held to enable a more in-depth
discussion. Staff talk to parents about what children enjoy at home and use this
information when planning.

W Staff plan activities which are interesting and engage children in the resources
available. Children dress up in the role-play area and develop their imaginative
play. They care for the baby dolls and take them to the 'doctor' when they are
'poorly’. Children learn about making healthy choices for healthy bodies and staff
talk about good foods to eat. Children explore the texture and smell of various
fruits. They create pictures of the fruit using a variety of colours as they draw
and paint.

m Children learn about shape and space as they create models from boxes and
build towers with wooden blocks. Staff encourage children to count in daily
activities. For example, children begin to count the steps as they go downstairs.
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They are encouraged to count the hoops as they jump into them when outdoors.

W The outdoor area provides opportunities for children to use the slide, dig in the
mud kitchen and play with larger equipment. Currently, the planning for outdoor
activities does not offer extensive opportunities to further enhance children's
learning. This has been identified by the manager and there are plans in place to
significantly develop the outdoor area.

m Children make good progress in their learning. Staff identify areas which require
further development and plan for children's next steps. Staff demonstrate a
good knowledge of individual children's progress and the areas they are focusing
on.

B The leadership team demonstrates a commitment to continuous improvement.
Significant changes have taken place within the organisation of the setting in
recent months. For example, the pre-school now also operates from the first
floor of the building. Daily routines and procedures have been adapted.
However, there are some aspects that require further consideration. The
deployment of staff is not always highly effective in meeting all children's needs,
in particular at key times of the day when children are moving between areas.

B The manager and deputy have introduced staff supervision meetings to support
staff in their continuing professional development. Staff well-being is taken into
account. Support and encouragement is provided to develop a stronger and
more confident staff team. However, there are inconsistencies in staff
performance, for example, in the range of quality interactions with children.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Detailed policies and procedures are in place. These are made available to parents,
in addition to information displayed in the entrance area. Staff demonstrate a clear
knowledge of the procedures to follow should they have any concerns regarding
children's well-being. They are aware of the signhs and symptoms of abuse and
know their responsibilities with regard to protecting children from harm. Effective
recruitment procedures are implemented to ensure that staff working with children
are deemed suitable to do so. Appropriate checks are completed when new staff
are appointed and staff suitability is kept up to date. Staff attend training in child
protection and regular discussions help to keep their knowledge up to date.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B strengthen staff deployment to ensure all children's needs are met effectively
and their behaviour is fully supported

m build on the programme of staff training and support so that their knowledge
and skills are consistently improving to the highest level.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection nhumber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children
Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY540009
Lancashire
10096262
Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Sessional day care

2to 11

32

77

Billington, Claire Louise

RP540008

07399251870
1 February 2019

Information about this early years setting

Billington Bears Preschool and Out of School Club registered in 2016. The setting
employs eight members of childcare staff. All staff hold appropriate early years
qualifications at level 3. The setting opens from Monday to Friday during term time
only. Pre-school sessions are from 9am until midday and midday until 3pm. The
pre-school receives funding to provide free early education for two-, three- and
four-year-old children. The out-of-school provision operates from 7.30am until

8.45am and 3.15pm until 5.30pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Wendy Dockerty
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Inspection activities

B The inspector completed a tour of the areas used by the pre-school to find out
how they are organised, and the range of activities provided.

B The views of parents were taken into account as the inspector spoke with
several parents during the inspection.

B The inspector spoke to children throughout the inspection at appropriate times.

B A sample of documentation was checked by the inspector, including evidence of
staff suitability, qualifications and training.

B The inspector held meetings with the manager and spoke with staff throughout
the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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