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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Trustees and governors speak passionately about improving this school. Leaders 
share their determination to make sure that all pupils get a good education. Their 
hard work is paying off. Year 6 pupils achieved results in 2019 that were above the 
national average. The government noticed how much the school has improved. 
Government officials wrote to leaders to congratulate them. 
 
Leaders realise that pupils’ happiness and welfare are just as important as results. 
They have appointed extra staff to make sure that pupils are safe. Pupils know that 
all adults in school care about them. Adults are gentle when they speak to pupils. No 
one shouts. There is a ‘pupil parliament’ and some ‘mini-police’ who try to make the 
school even better. Leaders listen to their ideas. 
 
There is hardly any bullying. If this does happen, leaders sort it out quickly. Pupils 
behave very well in lessons and in corridors. They are polite and well mannered. 
Pupils do not always behave as well when they are on the playground at lunchtime. 
Leaders have bought some new playground equipment to help pupils find things to 
do that they will enjoy. Pupils like this and they think it is helping. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Children are happy and settled in the early years. Staff build on children’s interests 
to help them learn. For example, when children asked where the sleet had gone, 
adults explained. Then they filled the water tray with ice so that children could play 
with it and notice it melting. 
 
Some children need extra help with their speaking skills. Leaders identified that 
some children were not making as much progress as they should in phonics. Some 
staff were teaching phonics too slowly because of children’s difficulties with speech 
and language. Leaders know that all children can learn new sounds and the letters 
that they represent. Leaders have asked early years staff to move more quickly 
through the phonics programme. 
 
Pupils have very positive attitudes to their learning. Teachers’ expectations are 
consistently high. Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) 
are well supported. The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) knows each 
pupil well. Parents of pupils with SEND are very pleased with the extra help that 
leaders provide. 
 
Leaders have very recently introduced a new curriculum. In some subjects, pupils 
can talk about what they are learning this term, but they cannot remember what 
they have learned previously. Teachers are planning to remind pupils of the most 
important content in each subject more often. This will help pupils know more and 
remember more over time. Inspectors are confident that leaders will make sure that 
their new curriculum plan is implemented fully. Governors are already checking that 
this is happening quickly enough. 
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Leaders are much further forward with their curriculum for the teaching of reading. 
This is fully embedded. Leaders introduced a new reading curriculum in September 
2018. Leaders identified where pupils were struggling and they helped pupils with 
these specific difficulties. Teachers have excellent subject knowledge in English. 
They teach pupils different strategies to help them work out what words mean. 
 
Leaders have refined the fluency aspect of the reading curriculum. Struggling 
readers in key stage 2 are catching up quickly. These pupils love reading now. They 
can read with confidence and fluency. They understand what they have read and 
can infer meaning from the text. Leaders have refurbished the libraries so that they 
are calm and relaxing places to enjoy reading quietly. 
 
In key stage 1, teachers had to backtrack because all pupils did not enter well-
prepared for Year 1. Pupils are working hard to catch up now. Leaders have ensured 
that pupils’ reading books are well matched to their phonics knowledge. Pupils with 
SEND love reading regularly to volunteers, especially one who has a ‘reading dog’. 
Pupils are allowed to pat him gently when they have finished reading.  
 
Leaders use additional sport premium funding wisely. The number of Year 6 pupils 
who can swim as well as they should for their age has doubled in the last two years. 
Leaders encourage pupils to develop healthy and active lifestyles. They ensure that 
pupils have equality of access by subsidising participation in after-school clubs. 
 
Pupils have a good understanding of other cultures. They respect other people. 
Leaders are successfully developing pupils’ character. Regular visits from the police 
are helping pupils to understand about the rule of law, and their rights and 
responsibilities. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
There is a strong culture of safeguarding. The new leader for safeguarding was 
appointed at the start of this term. Leaders have arranged a lengthy handover with 
the previous postholder. Leaders are making sure that information is being shared 
appropriately between them. This helps to ensure that extra support for vulnerable 
children and families is seamless. 
 
Leaders work closely with other professionals, such as South Yorkshire Police and 
the school nurse, to help pupils learn about keeping themselves safe in the 
community.  
 
Pupils know how to keep themselves safe online. 
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
 Teachers do not expect children in Nursery and Reception Years to move through 

the phonics programme at the necessary pace. Leaders should ensure that 
teachers’ expectations are consistently high across the early years. Leaders 
should ensure that teachers follow the phonics programme briskly and check to 
make sure that pupils are meeting the milestones set for their age, at each stage 
of the phonics programme. This will ensure that children can read as well as they 
should when they leave Reception and are well prepared for Year 1. 

 Leaders did not previously ensure that the wider curriculum was sequenced well 
enough to help pupils remember important ideas and concepts. They have 
planned the new curriculum more carefully to make sure that the most important 
content is covered and revisited. Leaders should continue to embed the new 
curriculum and improve teachers’ subject knowledge across the wider curriculum. 
Ofsted’s transition arrangements were used on this inspection to confirm that 
pupils benefit from a good quality of education.  

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings


 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Edlington Victoria Academy 

28–29 January 2020 5 
 

 

 
School details 
 

Unique reference number 144347 

Local authority Doncaster  

Inspection number 10121666 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy sponsor-led 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 278 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust John Blount 

Principal Emily Clark 

Website www.edlingtonvictoria.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection Not previously inspected 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The head of school was promoted to the post of principal since the last 

inspection. 

 This school converted to academy status on 1 April 2017. This school is sponsored 
by Exceed Learning Partnership multi-academy trust. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 During the inspection we met the principal, three trustees including the chair of 

the board of trustees, five governors including the chair of the governing body 
and other senior and middle leaders, including the SENCo, the early years leader, 
subject leaders and those responsible for safeguarding. 

 We did deep dives in these subjects: reading, mathematics, science and 
geography. 

 We spoke to pupils about their learning and heard pupils read. We observed 
pupils reading to familiar adults. We visited lessons and discussed pupils’ work 
with leaders of deep dive subjects. We discussed pupils’ learning with teachers 

http://https/www.edlingtonvictoria.co.uk/
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following visits to their lessons. We met one newly qualified teacher to discuss the 
quality of induction training and support.  

 We spoke to pupils and staff at breaktime and lunchtime. We also spoke to pupils 
in separate focus groups. There were no responses to Ofsted’s pupil survey. 

 We evaluated documentation including the school improvement plan, minutes of 
meetings of the board of trustees and the governing body, records of behaviour 
and exclusions and safeguarding records. We read external reports from the 
English hub and the local authority school improvement service along with 
leaders’ internal monitoring records. We evaluated education, health and care 
plans and safeguarding case studies. We evaluated the website, which is fully 
compliant with statutory requirements.  

 We spoke to parents before school and considered the 38 free-text responses to 
Ofsted’s survey of their views. We considered the 16 responses to Ofsted’s staff 
survey. 

 
Inspection team 

 

Tracey Ralph, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Peter Marsh Ofsted Inspector 

Chris Pearce Her Majesty’s Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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