
Inspection of St. Peters Pre-School
St. Peters Church, Southend Road,Bradfield, Reading, Berkshire RG7 6EU

Inspection date: 28 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The ambitious supervisor and staff have high expectations for all children. They 
provide a warm, welcoming and inclusive environment where all children flourish. 
Good relationships between the staff and children are evident. On arrival, children 
rush into the pre-school and confidently make choices from a good range of 
resources and play materials. They become immersed in their play and are 
confident, inquisitive and enthusiastic to learn.

Staff provide enjoyable activities that motivate children to join in. They incorporate 
children's interests effectively into well-planned activities. For example, children 
have fun as they pretend to build a boat in the construction area. They explore a 
selection of play tools and wooden pallets. Staff use effective teaching methods to 
extend their learning further, for example demonstrating how to use sandpaper to 
make wooden surfaces smooth. Children are motivated to learn, remain engaged 
and focus on activities for long periods. They make good progress from their 
starting points and successfully develop the skills they will need for their future 
learning.

Staff promote children's communication and language skills well. They listen with 
interest to what children have to say and give them adequate time to think and 
respond to questions. Children develop good speaking and listening skills. They 
listen to others and are confident to speak in a group.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide a curriculum that is diverse and exciting, to extend children's 
knowledge and skills across all areas of learning. They complete regular 
observations and assessments of children and use this information to plan their 
next steps. These accurate assessments allow them to identify when children 
may need additional support, so that they can implement plans to help children 
to progress further.

n Children behave well. Staff act as positive role models and provide effective 
guidance and strategies to promote children's positive behaviour and well-being. 
For example, they provide children with sand timers to help them develop an 
understanding of the need to take turns and share.

n Staff support and encourage children to be confident communicators. They talk 
to them about what they are doing and ask questions that prompt conversation. 
The supervisor thoughtfully uses additional funding to enhance children's 
learning and development. For instance, by inviting in external teachers to teach 
children sign language, to help all children to communicate effectively.  

n Partnerships with parents are good. Staff regularly share information about 
children's development and activities, so that parents feel involved in children's 
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learning and can continue this at home.
n The supervisor supports the small, qualified staff team in their roles through 

staff meetings and one-to-one supervision meetings. These enable her to 
identify gaps in their knowledge and skills and provide appropriate training and 
support. For example, staff have attended training on managing children's 
behaviour, to help them to consistently implement rules and boundaries. 

n Effective behaviour management strategies help children to manage their 
feelings and understand how their behaviour impacts on others.

n Children have opportunities to take risks and develop their independence. For 
instance, they use real building bricks during role play and know that they need 
to handle these with care, so that they do not fall and harm them.

n Overall, staff make good use of spontaneous opportunities to extend children's 
learning. For example, when children talk about submarines, they explained to 
them that these are boats that go underwater. However, some staff are not as 
skilled at extending children's learning and do not consistently make full use of 
their questioning, to encourage critical thinking. 

n Children benefit from healthy snacks, follow robust hygiene practices and have 
plenty of opportunities to be physically active, for example through regular 
outdoor play and physical activities indoors, including yoga. However, staff do 
not consistently encourage them to talk about the importance of making healthy 
food choices and the impact that exercise has on their bodies, as part of 
developing a greater awareness of the importance of leading a healthy lifestyle.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Overall, leaders are aware of their roles and responsibilities in keeping children 
safe. However, there have been some delays in notifying Ofsted of changes in 
committee members, although this has not impacted on children's well-being. The 
supervisor and staff demonstrate a good understanding of the possible signs and 
symptoms of abuse. Furthermore, they know how to make a referral if they are 
worried about a child. The supervisor follows good recruitment procedures to help 
ensure the suitability of staff. Staff undertake daily checks of the premises and 
equipment to help keep children safe and secure.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to strengthen practitioners' knowledge of skilful questioning to extend 
children's critical thinking skills to the highest level 

n explore further ways to encourage children to have a better understanding of 
the impact that exercise on their bodies and the importance of making healthy 
food choices, as part of following a healthy lifestyle.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 508013

Local authority West Berkshire

Inspection number 10108516

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 17

Name of registered person St Peter's Preschool Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909025

Telephone number 0118 974 4000

Date of previous inspection 5 February 2015

Information about this early years setting

St. Peters Pre-School registered in 1992. It operates from the church annex in 
Bradfield Southend, Berkshire. The pre-school is open each weekday from 9.15am 
to midday. On a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday it operates a lunch club and 
afternoon sessions from 12.30pm to 3pm. Children attend for a variety of sessions. 
The pre-school receives funding for the provision of free early education for 
children aged two, three, and four years. Of the eight staff who work with the 
children, five hold relevant qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Ingrid Howell
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed all areas of the pre-school and discussed the curriculum 
with the supervisor and staff.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection. The inspector 
completed a joint observation with the pre-school supervisor.

n The inspector held a meeting with the pre-school supervisor. She looked at 
relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the 
pre-school. 

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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