Inspection of Smarties Nursery
Cotton Lane, Cotton Edmunds, CHESTER CH3 7PZ

Inspection date:

23 January 2020

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
All staff have exceptionally high expectations for all children in their care. Following
training, staff caring for babies have implemented 'baby yoga'. Babies have great
fun as they practise their 'downward dog' yoga moves. This, and staff's consistently
high level of engagement with babies, significantly promotes their physical
development, emotional health and well-being. Staff caring for the two-year-old
children provide inspiring activities that motivate children to explore and find out
about the world during outdoor play. For example, staff provide a running
commentary as two-year-old children use tools to dig out toys from the ice block.
Staff encourage the children to 'keep trying' and to 'have another go', which
actively motivates them to achieve what they set out to do. The children
demonstrate their pride as they show one another and the staff their 'prize'. This
fosters children's confidence, determination and perseverance as they engage in
challenging activities.
Staff caring for the older pre-school children provide highly innovative activities to
promote all areas of their learning and development. For instance, during forest
school sessions, older children demonstrate great excitement as they find hidden
items around trees and under logs and stones. Staff use an excellent range of
questioning techniques that encourage older children to solve problems, compare
findings, count, and identify what is missing. Older children trample through the
muddy puddles to find insects and worms. They look on with awe and wonder and
become highly excited as they come across six toads wallowing in the mud. Staff
talk to children about their findings and encourage them to put the toads back in
the mud as this is their home. This, and caring for the nursery's goats and pigs,
actively enhances children's empathy for living things.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n The provider and managers work extremely closely with all staff. They are
inspirational and share their ambitious vision for the nursery with every member
of staff. The curriculum is clearly understood by staff, and they implement it
exceptionally well. All children, including those with special educational needs
and/or disabilities and those who speak English as an additional language, make
excellent progress. The provider has a superior knowledge of the needs and
priorities of the local areas to meet children's individual needs. She ensures that
additional funding for children is used extremely well so that they are ready for
the next step in their learning, including their move on to school.
n The provider is highly committed to continuous improvement. All managers,
staff, other professionals, parents and their children are fully included in the selfevaluation processes of the nursery. The provider uses this information with
precision, to ensure all children continue to receive outstanding care and
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education.
n Managers provide staff with exceptional supervision opportunities. All staff
receive regular one-to-one meetings that provide them with excellent
opportunities to discuss their practice and their training needs. Managers also
ensure that staff can discuss, in confidence, their work and home-life balance.
They are consistently available to staff should they have any concerns about the
staff they work with or their key children. This promotes staff's confidence in all
that they do.
n All staff are conscientious about continuing to develop their skills and knowledge
through face-to-face and online training. For instance, following training, staff
focus on older children's language, communication and literacy skills. They
organise the day so that it is similar to the school day that the children will soon
be experiencing. Children are extremely well supported as they focus on
developing their love of books and their reading and writing. They demonstrate
their increasing knowledge of mathematical concepts and show excellent
communication skills as they put their hands up to take turns in talking and
listening.
n Partnerships with parents are excellent. Staff find out what children already
know and can do from the outset and tailor activities to help children settle in
quickly and become ready to learn. They consistently share children's next steps
in development with their parents, and implement excellent strategies to aid
parents in continuing their children's learning at home. For example, parents
meet regularly with their child's key person, and they are provided with
information from staff training that will help them to have a clear understanding
of how their child progresses. Parents make excellent use of the nursery's
lending library.
n Staff's relationships with teachers at the local schools significantly enhance
children's confidence about starting school. For example, teachers come into the
nursery to spend time with the children before they move up. Staff provide a
range of opportunities for children to talk about what school life may be like.
They focus on all the positives such as making new friends and learning new
ways of doing things.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
All staff have a robust knowledge of the policy and procedure to be followed to
protect children. They know what to do and who to contact should they have a
concern about a member of staff or the welfare of a child. Staff discuss child
protection issues during team meetings and undertake online training in the wider
aspects of safeguarding children. They are deployed well to ensure children are
kept safe while taking manageable risks in their play. All staff implement robust risk
assessments. They all keep their paediatric first-aid training updated. Children's
safety and well-being are the highest priority at the nursery.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

305305

Local authority

Cheshire West and Chester

Inspection number

10129135

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children

0 to 4

Total number of places

93

Number of children on roll

178

Name of registered person

Smarties and Smartcare Limited

Registered person unique
reference number

RP527512

Telephone number

01829 741608

Date of previous inspection

17 December 2015

Information about this early years setting
Smarties Nursery has been operating since 1989 and is privately owned. The
nursery employs 65 members of childcare staff. Of these, a number hold qualified
teacher status, others hold relevant qualifications at level 6 or level 5, and all other
staff hold qualifications at levels 3 or 2. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday
all year round. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection
Inspectors
Mary Henderson
Karen Cox
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Inspection activities
n The inspectors completed learning walks with the provider in all areas of the
nursery.
n The inspectors observed the quality of education during activities, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.
n Two joint observations were undertaken with the registered person.
n The inspectors held discussions with staff, children and parents at appropriate
times and took account of their views.
n The inspectors held meetings with the provider during the inspection. They
looked at a sample of documents, including evidence of staff's suitability and
training.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2020
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