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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children thrive as they safely engage in a wide range of hands-on learning 
experiences. Planned activities are carefully considered to provide children with 
opportunities to broaden their knowledge and skills. Children's awareness of their 
local and wider community is extremely well promoted. For example, children are 
supported to plant and grow their own fruits, vegetables and flowers, which are 
then entered into local competitions. For Remembrance Day, children made their 
own poppy cookies, which they then sold to raise money for the Royal British 
Legion. When children asked what would happen if they sent a letter to the Queen, 
staff provided them with the opportunity to find out. Children worked together to 
write a letter to the Queen for her birthday, and the younger children made 
birthday cards. Children were delighted to receive a letter back from the Queen's 
lady-in-waiting thanking them for their lovely letter and cards.  

Children of varying ages enjoy playing together, which helps to widen their 
friendship groups. They interact and socialise extremely well with their peers. 
Children's views and opinions are actively sought, providing children with 
opportunities to identify areas for improvement. For example, reflection books are 
used to gain children's opinions on the club and the activities they participate in. 
Staff use this information to make any necessary changes so that children 
continually benefit from a quality provision.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children behave extremely well. Older children look out for their younger peers 
to ensure they are happy and safe. Children are physically active outside, where 
they enjoy playing ball games. Other children develop their creativity and mark-
making skills as they draw with large chalks on the floor. A small group of 
children play imaginatively as they decide to put on a show. The youngest child 
confidently organises everything as she directs other children where to put the 
crates for the stage and seating. Children then use streamers and instruments 
as they put on their show. 

n Highly effective partnership working with parents and the adjoining school 
ensures the continued exchange of information. This enables staff in the club to 
meet children's individual care and learning needs. Detailed information is 
obtained from parents when children first start so that staff are aware of 
children's individual needs and abilities. Comprehensive information is obtained 
from school staff about current learning topics and individualised children's next 
steps in learning. Staff use this information in the club as they engage in 
children's chosen play experiences, building on children's prior knowledge and 
skills.
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n The committee is in the process of ensuring that Ofsted is provided with the 
required information to ensure that the full range of suitability checks are 
completed on all committee members. Secure recruitment procedures are 
followed to assess the suitability of staff who work with children. 

n Children developed their creativity and imagination when they designed and 
made a scarecrow for a local community event. They also developed their 
physical skills as they learned to sew the pieces of the scarecrow together. 

n Children are provided with opportunities to explore, investigate, be physically 
active or to rest and relax after their structured day at school. Staff plan 
activities which children are free to choose to participate in or not. This is 
because the emphasis at the after-school club is on having fun and enabling 
children to make their own choices and decisions. 

n The committee and staff team continually work together to evaluate the quality 
of the provision. Children's and parents' views are sought during this process, 
ensuring everyone contributes to the future development of the club. Recent 
improvements to the outdoor environment have increased opportunities for 
children to independently access their play resources. However, staff are 
committed to improving this area even further so that children have more varied 
and challenging equipment to use.

n Parents confirm that their children enjoy attending the club and they feel 
reassured that their children are well cared for. Parents describe how their 
children delighted in showing them the bird boxes that they had made at the 
club. They explain how their children were proud of their accomplishments. Staff 
confirm that children were supported to use a range of tools safely, including 
hammers and nails, when they made the bird boxes. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children are cared for in a safe and secure setting where they are well supervised 
by vigilant staff. Secure procedures are in place to ensure children only leave the 
setting with an authorised adult. Staff are aware of a wide range of possible 
indicators of abuse. Training on recent changes to safeguarding arrangements has 
been undertaken by staff and the committee members to ensure that their 
knowledge remains current. Staff know the procedures to follow should they have 
any concerns about a child or a staff member. Children's awareness of the possible 
risks associated with accessing online technology is promoted through discussions 
with children and parents.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY348670

Local authority North Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10117725

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 4 to 11

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 76

Name of registered person Outer School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903821

Telephone number 01652 648778

Date of previous inspection 13 May 2015

Information about this early years setting

Outer School registered in 2007. The club employs two core members of childcare 
staff and three casual staff members who work as and when required. Of these 
staff, four hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and one holds a 
qualification at level 2. The club opens from Monday to Friday during school term 
time only. Sessions are from 7.30am until 9am and from 3.30pm until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Arnold

Inspection activities

n The manager explained how she organises the club to provide children with an 
interesting range of activities and experiences.  

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager, deputy manager and nominated 
individual. She spoke with staff, children and parents at appropriate times during 
the inspection.

n Staff practice was observed during children's  indoor and outdoor play 
opportunities.

n A range of documents were sampled during the inspection, including staff 
suitability checks and first-aid certificates.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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