
Inspection of Muddy Boots Nursery 
School Parkstone
Emerson Hall, Hermitage Road, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset BH14 0QQ

Inspection date: 24 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are exceedingly happy and confident with the staff in an environment that 
is rich in opportunities to develop their interests and skills in reading, writing and 
mathematics. They show a tremendously strong sense of belonging as they settle 
quickly due to the staff's sensitive and effective settling-in procedures. These help 
to address children's individual needs, likes and dislikes quickly. Children develop 
strong bonds with the staff and show remarkably positive attitudes and a thirst for 
learning. Their behaviour and early relationships are exemplary for their age.

Children flourish in the remarkably caring, calm and purposeful atmosphere. They 
self-select from an extensive range of resources. The exciting and stimulating 
environment promotes children's independence very well. The child-led approach to 
teaching helps children to develop the skills they need for the future. The 
management team is passionate about providing high-quality, inclusive care and 
education to all. They strive to constantly enhance all areas of practice to the 
highest possible level. Staff provide opportunities for children which they may not 
experience at home. For instance, children take part in regular forest school-
inspired sessions.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff know children very well and identify what they need to learn next. They 
use this information effectively to adapt learning to children's needs. Staff work 
very closely with other professionals to meet the individual needs of children. 
There is very effective and sensitive support for children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities to help them make the best start in life. All children, 
including those who speak English as an additional language and children in 
receipt of additional funding, are making good progress from their starting 
points. They acquire the skills they will need for their next stage of learning and 
eventual move to school.

n Where teaching is at its strongest, staff support children's language and 
communication skills. For example, together staff and younger children discuss 
shapes and use interactive computer tablets to find out more. When older 
children show an interest in balloons, staff work with small groups of children to 
provide more focused support to identify sounds, such as 's' when letting air out 
of the balloons. However, occasionally, staff miss opportunities to further build 
on children's existing skills and extend their learning.

n Staff provide excellent opportunities for children to be independent and manage 
their own self-care. Children do this extremely well. They quickly find warm 
clothes and boots to go in the forest on a cold day. Children have superb self-
awareness of hygiene routines and how to support their own personal needs. 

n Children develop curiosity about the wider world, such as engaging in forest 
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school-inspired sessions twice a day, every day. The management team is 
passionate about providing enjoyable opportunities for children to explore the 
woodland, as well as developing their physical skills. Children climb slopes and 
trees, and develop their understanding of playing safely. For example, the staff 
teach the children how to handle rocks with care. Children demonstrate good 
listening skills and take turns to roll their rocks down a slope to see how far they 
can go.

n Partnerships with parents are exemplary. Parents speak highly of the care their 
children receive, in particular the wealth of activities and experiences their 
children access. Highly successful information sharing ensures that parents are 
informed continually of the progress their children are making. Parents report on 
how quickly their children settled and how individual needs are fully supported. 

n The management team is well focused on improving the quality of the service 
they provide. The manager is a strong leader and supervises her staff well, 
through one-to-one meetings and appraisals. She uses feedback from parents 
and reflections from staff to help her evaluate the effectiveness of the service. 
Staff are highly motivated and committed.

n A well-established programme of training supports staff to deliver good-quality 
teaching. Staff feel very valued. Regular training helps them to keep their skills 
up to date. Staff use recent training to provide a structured form of play therapy 
supporting children to build self-esteem and strong relationships with others.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff understand their responsibilities to safeguard children and 
have undertaken training to help them understand the wider issues of child 
protection. They have a thorough understanding of the signs and symptoms that 
could indicate a child is at risk of harm, and who to contact if they have a concern. 
All staff are highly vigilant in promoting safety in the forest. Children's welfare and 
well-being are top priorities. Staff explain to children how to stay safe continuously. 
They carry out robust daily risk assessments of the forest area and make sure that 
children are always well supervised through the effective deployment of staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance teaching during children's play to help build on their existing skills and 
provide challenge consistently.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY550249

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole

Inspection number 10130736

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person Muddy Boots Nursery School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906924

Telephone number 01202 735778

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Muddy Boots Nursery School Parkstone registered in 2017. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 8am until 5pm. The pre-
school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 
A team of four staff work with the children, including the manager. The manager 
has early years professional status. Two staff members hold early years 
qualifications at level 3 and one at level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Cornish
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors, including the forest area, and assessed the impact this has on 
children's learning.

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the manager. 
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views.
n A meeting was held between the inspector, the manager and one of the 

directors. The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as staff 
qualifications and their suitability to work with children. 

n The inspector spoke with staff to find out about individual children at suitable 
times throughout the inspection. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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