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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Goose Green Primary School is a safe, happy place where pupils achieve well and 
become confident, respectful citizens. As one parent put it, ‘The school is incredibly 
nurturing and caring, taking into account the wider family and home situations, 
encouraging respect, kindness and fun along the way!’ We agree with the many 
positive views expressed by parents, carers and pupils. 
 
The school benefits from the calm and inspirational leadership that the headteacher 
provides. He inspires other leaders and staff to do their very best. Leaders have put 
together careful plans to make sure that pupils achieve well in a wide range of 
subjects. Leaders have high expectations and plans are ambitious. Teachers try their 
best to make lessons enjoyable and interesting. Pupils enjoy topics which are 
planned around well-chosen children’s literature. 
 
With help from leaders, teachers plan carefully to make sure that they meet the 
needs of pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) and those 
who are disadvantaged. 
 
Staff support pupils to behave well at school. Pupils have a good sense of right and 
wrong. They try to live by the school values and celebrate acts of kindness by 
displaying them on the school’s ‘kindness’ trees. Pupils said that bullying is not an 
issue at the school. They are confident that staff would deal effectively with bullying 
if it did occur. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders have worked successfully together to make sure that pupils achieve as 
much as possible academically and socially. Governors and trustees support school 
leaders in their ambitious planning for pupils. Work across other schools in the 
Communitas Education Trust has helped to share good practice and improve the 
quality of education. 
 
Leaders support each other to develop their own skills and those of the teachers. 
Senior leaders have provided valuable training and support for subject leaders. 
Subject leaders are now ably leading their subjects to ensure that teachers are 
implementing the curriculum effectively. Senior leaders are now in a position to 
refocus their work to ensure that all groups of pupils achieve highly. 
 
Since the school became part of the trust, leaders have made significant 
improvements to the teaching of reading, writing and mathematics. They have also 
made sure that pupils benefit from learning in a range of other subjects. 
In the early years, children quickly build on their early reading and their 
mathematical skills. They enjoy their learning indoors and in the outside spaces. 
They are very well prepared for their move to Year 1. 
 



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Goose Green Primary and Nursery School 

15–16 January 2020 3 
 

 

Staff make sure that pupils develop a love of reading through the books and stories 
they choose. Staff take great care to choose books which support the pupils’ 
learning across the curriculum. Phonics is taught well. Staff select reading books for 
individual readers which develop their skills well. Leaders have rightly decided to 
invest in more books to inspire and interest readers of all abilities. 
 
Pupils do well in mathematics and in writing because teachers have strong subject 
knowledge and have been very well trained. Pupils enjoy mathematics because the 
lessons challenge them to think and reason. This leads to high-quality work, which 
can be seen in their books. Teachers think carefully about interesting purposes and 
themes for pupils to write about. Pupils enjoy writing tasks which are linked to the 
class reading books that they have enjoyed. Pupils enjoy music and their success in 
artwork can be seen across the school. 
 
Pupils with SEND achieve well from their starting points. This is because leaders 
have helped staff to precisely understand their needs and to plan activities that 
support them. Leaders make sure that pupils who are in danger of falling behind 
receive catch-up sessions which target any gaps in English and mathematics. 
 
Leaders are developing plans to help teachers develop further their skills in teaching 
history, geography and religious education. Previously in these subjects, teachers 
focused on improving pupils’ reading and writing skills. They had not consistently 
ensured that pupils gained the required subject knowledge in these subjects. 
Teachers’ plans had not highlighted the specific knowledge that pupils should be 
taught for their age group. Consequently, there are gaps in pupils’ knowledge. 
 
The school provides a range of clubs outside the school day, including sports, art 
and music. Leaders are looking at ways of making sure that all pupils have access to 
the clubs that they want to attend. Pupils learn about a range of cultures and beliefs 
and they show tolerance and respect for people who are different to themselves. 
They understand social responsibility and show this by raising money for charity. 
 
Older pupils show a good understanding of how to keep fit in mind and body. Pupils 
attend well and behave well in classrooms, on the playground and around the 
building. The number of exclusions has been dramatically reduced since the school 
joined the trust. There have been no exclusions during this academic year. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders and staff take their responsibility for the protection and care of pupils very 
seriously. They keep a close eye on pupils and seek advice from leaders even if they 
have the smallest of concerns about a pupil. Leaders challenge external services to 
help get the appropriate support for pupils and their families. If vulnerable pupils 
leave the school, leaders do not rest until they know that pupils are safe and well 
cared for in their new school community. 
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Pupils told us that they feel safe at school. They understand the potential risks 
online and outside of school very well. They have been made aware of stranger 
danger. 
 
Leaders keep careful records in relation to safeguarding. Governors fulfil all their 
duties in regard to this aspect of the school’s work. Staff and governors receive 
appropriate and up-to-date training. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Leaders are in the process of reviewing and developing their plans for the 

foundation subjects: history, geography and religious education. They are 
supporting teachers in being more precise in identifying the specific skills and 
knowledge that pupils should learn within each subject. This will help ensure that 
lessons in these subjects focus on the relevant subject knowledge. This is 
necessary because teachers tend to focus on developing pupils’ English skills 
when they are teaching these subjects. They do not ensure that the subject 
knowledge is understood by the pupils. 

 Senior leaders have provided excellent support and training for phase and subject 
leaders. They have worked well in collaboration with these leaders to develop their 
roles. Subject and phase leaders are now more than ready to take full responsibility 
for their areas of expertise and no longer need the same level of guidance. The 
headteacher and governors therefore need to review roles and responsibilities to 
ensure that senior leaders are refocused on addressing other aspects of the school’s 
own plans for improvement to further raise pupil achievement. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/


 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Goose Green Primary and Nursery School 

15–16 January 2020 5 
 

 

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 145130 

Local authority Southwark 

Inspection number 10128865 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 375 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of governing body Rob Miller 

Headteacher Simon Wattam 

Website goosegreenprimaryschool.org 

Date of previous inspection Not previously inspected 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Goose Green Primary and Nursery School joined the Communitas Education Trust 

on 1 September 2017. The headteacher took up his post at this time. When its 
predecessor school, Goose Green Primary School, was last inspected by Ofsted, it 
was judged to require improvement. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 We met with the headteacher and other members of the leadership team. We 

met with trustees and governors, including the chair of governors and the chief 
executive officer of the trust. 

 We did deep dives in reading, mathematics, music, writing and history. To do this, 
we met with subject leaders and visited lessons with them. We looked at pupils’ 
work and spoke to pupils about their learning. We met with the teachers of the 
lessons that we observed. We reviewed the school’s planning for the five subjects. 
We heard pupils read. 

http://goosegreenprimaryschool.org/
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 We reviewed education, health and care plans for pupils with SEND and 
undertook a learning walk with the special educational needs coordinator. 

 We spoke with staff and pupils throughout the inspection, during playtimes and 
lunchtimes, and as they moved around the building. Some pupils gave us a tour 
of the school. 

 We reviewed the 118 responses to Ofsted’s Parent View survey and we spoke 
with parents at the start of the school day. 

 In order to inspect safeguarding, we reviewed the school’s single central record of 
staff suitability. We met with the designated safeguarding leaders and reviewed 
documentation related to child protection. 

 We reviewed documentation relating to behaviour, attendance and exclusions and 
information relating to any complaints made to governors. 

 
Inspection team 
 

Ruth Dollner, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Simon Jackson Ofsted Inspector 

Rekha Bhakoo Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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