
Inspection of Squirrels Pre-School 
Rugby Ltd
Paddox Primary School, Fareham Avenue, RUGBY, Warwickshire CV22 5HS

Inspection date: 27 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

All children thrive in this vibrant learning environment. All areas are rich in 
stimulating learning opportunities that children are eager to experience. Staff are 
passionate in their roles. They provide children with an exceptionally broad range 
of activities, which are tailor-made to meet their individual learning needs. Children 
delight as they persevere to pick up stones with sticks and transport them to 
containers. They cheer as their efforts are praised. Children show high levels of 
confidence and engagement in activities. Staff provide highly effective support, 
which helps children to develop their creative and independence skills in a range of 
ways. Children are highly focused as they skilfully use scissors and glue to cut and 
stick materials to create their own puppets. They move on to use their puppets in 
their 'light' theatre and invent their own stories. Children's behaviour is excellent. 
Children are helped to understand and manage their own feelings, with positive 
guidance from staff. Parents speak very highly of the staff at the setting and 
comment on the improvements they have seen in their children's behaviour. They 
say that they are kept informed about their children's learning and are involved in 
deciding what their children need to learn next. All children gain the skills they 
need, and more, for moving on to their next stages in learning and the eventual 
move to school. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers are ambitious, passionate and inspiring. They carefully monitor the 
progress of all children so that any emerging gaps in learning are quickly 
narrowed. Staff are highly skilled and experienced. Accurate assessments are 
made of children, which help staff to identify precisely and plan for what each 
child needs to learn next. Parents contribute to the assessments and are kept up 
to date with what their children are working on so that they can continue the 
support at home. 

n Staff know the children exceptionally well. They offer the right level of unique 
support at the right time so that children's learning is maximised and they gain 
the most from their experiences. 

n The quality of teaching is exceptional throughout the setting. Staff model 
language and extend children's vocabulary extremely well. They use their skills 
to ask children open-ended questions and provide ample time to enable children 
to think and respond. As a result, children are becoming skilled communicators 
who use elaborate language to describe and explain what they do. Children are 
highly involved as they listen to stories and sing familiar songs. They develop a 
strong love of books. Younger children sit cosily together to share stories and 
learn to take turns as they turn the pages.

n Staff promote problem-solving skills effectively. For example, outdoors, children 
devise an intricate obstacle course for staff to walk along. They think about how 
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they can bridge the gaps and explain what staff need to do to get to the other 
side. 

n The pre-school environment is very well planned and organised so that children 
have abundant opportunities to engage in open-ended, stimulating play. There is 
a culture of equal emphasis on learning that takes place as part of everyday self-
help routines as well as adult-led activities. This helps children to develop all the 
skills they need in readiness for school.

n Children recall a recent bus trip and talk about the pictures of what they saw. 
Staff build on what children already know and have very high expectations of 
what they can achieve. The walls are rich in print, signs and pictures. Children 
with English as an additional language are helped to develop their 
communication skills in a range of ways, including family members visiting to 
read stories in their home language to the group.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported to 
achieve well. Staff work together with parents and other professionals to ensure 
that unique support is in place for each child so that they receive the very best 
of experiences to help them make the best possible progress. 

n Children have constant opportunities to learn about respect, and value the 
differences and similarities in people around them. They learn to communicate 
with signing as part of everyday routines and visit a range of places to learn 
about different cultures to develop their understanding further. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a secure knowledge and understanding of the signs and symptoms of 
abuse. They are clear about the reporting procedures they must follow in the event 
of concerns about a child. Staff understand the procedures to follow where they 
are concerned about an adult working with children. There is a comprehensive 
range of policies to ensure the ongoing safety and welfare of children. The 
environment is thoroughly checked daily to ensure that risks are minimised and 
hazards are identified and removed. Recruitment procedures for staff are robust 
and regular checks for their ongoing suitability are carried out. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY458644

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10116399

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 63

Name of registered person Squirrels Pre-School Rugby Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532333

Telephone number 01788 576 167

Date of previous inspection 24 September 2013

Information about this early years setting

Squirrels Pre-School Rugby Ltd registered in 2013. The pre-school is situated in the 
grounds of Paddox Primary School, Rugby. It opens on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 8.45am to 11.45am and then from 12:15pm to 3pm, and on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays the setting opens from 9am till 3pm term time only. The pre-school 
employs eight members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years 
qualifications to at least level 3. The manager holds a level 6. The pre-school 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Suzanne Taylor
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and manager had a learning walk to understand how the setting is 
arranged and how the curriculum is organised.

n The inspector observed teaching practice throughout the inspection. A joint 
observation was evaluated by the inspector and manager.

n The inspector spoke to staff, children and parents at appropriate times during 
the inspection.

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and viewed a range of 
documentation, including policies and evidence of suitability of staff working at 
the setting. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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