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Inspection date: 23 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children choose from an extremely wide range of interesting learning resources 
that capture their imagination. Younger and older children have an amazing ability 
to sit and concentrate on their tasks. Children welcome a challenge and are 
extremely eager to learn. They persevere at the activities until they have achieved 
their purpose. For example, while building towers children use their critical thinking 
skills to work out how to reach the top of the tower by using a step. 

Children have superb opportunities to learn about nature and living creatures in 
their environment. They collect eggs from their own chickens and discuss what 
they eat as they feed them leftover fruit and vegetables from their snacks. Staff 
develop this learning further as they boil the eggs for children to cut up with an 
egg slicer to eat at snack time. Children are extremely confident and tell visitors 
about the guinea pigs, eagerly sharing their names and what they eat. Children talk 
about the tortoise, which is currently hibernating, and they spontaneously tell 
visitors, 'he's sleeping'. 

Children form exceedingly strong relationships with friendly and caring staff, who 
show them great respect and value their contributions. Children receive 
reassurance and cuddles when they feel overwhelmed or unsettled. Staff take time 
to sit with the children to share stories, and gradually encourage them to play with 
their friends.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n All children make exceptional progress in their learning, including those with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities and those who speak English as an 
additional language. Staff make precise and accurate assessments of children's 
abilities, in partnership with their parents. This helps them to identify any delay 
in children's development. Staff work very closely with external professionals to 
secure the correct support for children and their families, to ensure any gaps in 
learning are swiftly reduced.

n Staff are dedicated and have a passion for providing the best learning 
environment for the children in their care. Parents say that the staff surpass 
their expectations and that their children make 'amazing progress'. Partnerships 
with parents are exceptionally strong. Parents spend time with the staff when 
they settle their children into the new environment. Staff deliver courses for 
parents on 'peaceful parenting' to support them to manage their children's 
behaviour and other relevant topics. They speak to parents on a daily basis, 
discussing their children's development and how they can continue their learning 
at home.

n The highly qualified, skilled and dedicated team has a strong knowledge and 
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understanding of the different ways children learn. Staff make thorough 
observations of each child's development, assess their progress and plan for the 
next steps in learning. Individual children's learning journeys are very detailed 
and provide an accurate account of their progress over time.

n Children are very well prepared for entry to their Reception classes. They gain 
high levels of independence and well-developed skills in communication, early 
literacy, numeracy and science. 

n Children spend a great deal of time outdoors in all weathers. Staff ensure this is 
possible as they provide children with 'wet suits'. Static play equipment enables 
children to climb ladders, scramble nets and climbing walls. Children work out 
together that they can carry the sand to the top floor of the playhouse in 
buckets and then watch the sand run down the chute. 

n The dedicated managers inspire the enthusiastic staff to work together as a 
remarkable team. Managers are totally committed to ensuring that all staff are 
fully supported in their role. Their expert coaching and the provision of 
extensive, and well-targeted, training ensure staff are extremely confident and 
knowledgeable. For example, specific training for 'mud play' and 'den building' 
has supported children's learning opportunities outdoors. In addition, forest 
school sessions are provided twice weekly, where children learn about making 
fires and collect wood for the 'fire pit'.

n All children benefit from extra-curricular activities such as yoga sessions, ballet 
classes, animal care and pony rides. 

n Managers show high levels of commitment to their staff and the children. 
Managers and staff reflect highly effectively on their provision to ensure 
outcomes for children are excellent. They work cohesively with other early years 
providers to provide the best learning experiences for children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff are extremely confident in their knowledge of safeguarding, including 
radicalisation and other safeguarding matters. Staff are fully aware of the signs 
that could indicate a child is at risk of harm. They have an excellent understanding 
of the procedures to follow for recording and reporting concerns. Managers 
question staff regularly about safeguarding to ensure their knowledge is secure and 
stays up to date. The recruitment of new staff is extremely robust, and managers 
check regularly that all staff remain suitable to work with children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY429246

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10128744

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 18

Number of children on roll 17

Name of registered person Jackson, Sophie Charlotte Zoe

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909762

Telephone number 07795 168293

Date of previous inspection 28 September 2015

Information about this early years setting

The Bix Montessori School registered in 2011. It is situated in the Bix and Assendon 
Village Hall, Bix, in Henley on Thames, Oxfordshire. The setting is open weekdays 
during school term times only. Sessions are from 9am until midday and from 1pm 
until 4pm. Children also have the option to stay all day from 9am until 4pm. There 
are five members of staff who work directly with the children. Of these, four hold 
relevant Montessori and/or qualified teacher status qualifications at level 6 and one 
holds a relevant childcare qualification at level 5. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Chris Lamey
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Inspection activities

n The inspector conducted a learning walk and a joint observation of an activity 
with the deputy manager, to understand how the early years provision and 
curriculum are organised.

n The inspector spoke to parents and children during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke to all members of staff at appropriate times during the 
inspection and held meetings with the provider and deputy manager.  

n The inspector sampled documentation, including recruitment files, children's 
records and evidence of paediatric first-aid training. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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