
Inspection of Dunky's Day Nursery 
(Runcorn)
2 Mather Avenue, Weston Point, Runcorn, Cheshire WA7 4JJ

Inspection date: 16 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children who attend this nursery thrive because of a rich, varied and inspiring early 
years curriculum. The manager leads the team of staff with the utmost integrity, 
ensuring they provide wonderful innovative ways for children to learn. The staff 
know each child exceptionally well. They have extremely high expectations for 
them and know what they can do. Staff follow children's interests to enable them 
to play and explore with curious minds. Awe and wonder moments created through 
play are continuous throughout. Children love to grow vegetables and herbs in the 
garden, then harvest them for the chef to add to their meals.

The dedicated, inspiring staff are warm, nurturing and affectionate. Babies develop 
safe, secure attachments, building skills for managing their feelings. One parent 
described the nursery as a 'home-from-home' environment. Children are respectful, 
kind and make friendships from the youngest age. They share resources, take 
turns and praise each other during activities and mealtimes. In the baby room 
children clapped and praised their friends for finishing their meal. Children show 
great perseverance in learning new skills, such as riding a bicycle or taking first 
steps. 

Partnerships with parents, health professionals and local schools are exceptionally 
strong. The transitions for all children are seamless at all stages of development in 
the nursery. Parents report that their children are ready for school, confident and 
successful. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children are exceptionally confident learners. They are able to self-select 
resources from the earliest ages. The very youngest children go to the cupboard 
for paper and crayons and practise their emerging writing skills by making marks 
on the paper. 

n Staff have outstanding knowledge of every child. They know what each child can 
do and what their interests are, so planning for their individual next steps is 
precise and focused. Staff have very high expectations of children and support 
them to be successful in acquiring a wide range of skills and knowledge. 
Children were mesmerised in the baby room when exploring expressions in the 
mirrors, trying to recognise their facial features. Staff modelled facial 
expressions, linking them to feelings, explaining, 'This is my sad face; it means I 
am unhappy.'

n Staff have supported the children to have a deep understanding of different 
cultures. When learning about cultural festivals, the children are provided with 
exciting activities to experience, such as making fortune cookies for Chinese New 
Year. They celebrate diversity, enjoying writing to their pen pal in Dubai and 
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hearing about each other's families at circle time. The chef explores with the 
children the journey tea, coffee and sugar make from plantations to the food 
table.

n Staff show remarkable insight into the care of those children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff work very closely with parents and 
health professionals to ensure the setting is wholly inclusive and accessible to all 
children. One parent said, 'I feel my child is safe. The staff go that extra mile to 
make sure they never feel any different to others.'

n Children have developed a love of reading and sharing stories. Staff use exciting 
props, rhymes, and themes, such as the book of the moment. Children were 
animated, speaking with great confidence and fluency when guessing what 
happened next in 'Little Rabbit Foo Foo'. Children in the toddler room thoroughly 
enjoyed extending 'Goldilocks' by making real porridge and looking at different 
sizes of bowls and chairs.

n Staff provide endless opportunities to extend the children's vocabulary. They use 
sophisticated new words to promote thought-provoking discussions. At 
mealtime, children were able to discuss the meaning of the word 'dehydration'. 
One child said, 'we need water to make our muscles strong'.

n The children are exceptionally well behaved and know and understand what is 
expected of them. Children frequently showed affection to staff and each other, 
showing they are building on high levels of emotional intelligence. 

n The manager is inspiring and has helped shape the nursery. Staff report feeling 
highly valued. Professional development is embedded in the culture of the 
nursery. Staff have exceptional opportunities, leading on new projects that are 
successful in enhancing their already inspirational practice. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure that all staff have a robust and secure understanding of their 
responsibility in keeping children safe from harm. Staff know what to do if they are 
concerned about a child in their care, including aspects such as radicalisation and 
exploitation. Managers and staff review the risks of harm in the environment. As 
such, health and safety is held in high regard, with monthly reviews of any 
accidents, concerns and risk assessments. Staff have up-to-date first-aid 
qualifications and training is discussed in supervision. The vetting, recruitment and 
induction of staff is of utmost importance and such systems are regularly reviewed.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY375157

Local authority Halton

Inspection number 10074125

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 12

Total number of places 93

Number of children on roll 60

Name of registered person Dunkys Day Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903128

Telephone number 01928 563 199

Date of previous inspection 9 June 2016

Information about this early years setting

Dunky's Day Nursery (Runcorn) was re-registered in 2008. It is situated in the 
Weston Point area of Runcorn. The nursery employs 15 members of staff. Of these, 
nine staff hold appropriate qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery opens 
from Monday to Friday for 52 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. 
The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lysa Randle
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Inspection activities

n A learning walk of the nursery took place with the manager. The manager 
described the curriculum that is on offer to the children.

n Observations took place of staff interactions with the children and the quality of 
education was evaluated.

n Two joint observations of staff were completed with the manager.
n Several parents were spoken to and their views were considered.
n Relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of adults working with 

children was scrutinised.
n A meeting was held with the manager and senior manager. 
n Staff were spoken to throughout the inspection at appropriate times.
n Children were spoken to throughout the inspection in each room.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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