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Inspection date: 13 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The committed and passionate leadership team and staff provide a safe, welcoming 
and stimulating environment for children to play and learn in. Children happily 
arrive at the pre-school and are individually greeted with tremendous warmth by all 
staff. Children demonstrate a positive attitude towards learning and are extremely 
eager to explore the wide range of well-planned and interesting activities set up for 
them. Leaders and staff consider children's individual needs and interests well 
when planning the curriculum, to help them make good progress in their learning. 
Children's views are valued as they have a clear input into the planned themes and 
activities on a weekly basis. As a result, they spend significant amounts of time 
engaged in meaningful activities and show excellent levels of concentration. 

Staff are extremely effective at supporting children's emotional development. They 
plan interactive and fun activities which support children to attach meanings to 
different feelings and emotions. As a result, even younger children are learning 
how to regulate their behaviour. Children play together extremely well because 
they receive positive messages about the importance of taking turns and sharing. 
They benefit from exceptional opportunities to explore and celebrate their 
similarities and differences. For example, the 'marvellous me' board helps children 
celebrate their individual characteristics and what makes them unique. Parents are 
encouraged to come in to help their children share unique aspects of their home 
lives, and meanings behind different cultural celebrations.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff have high expectations. They regularly evaluate the quality of 
the provision with a clear focus on improving outcomes for children. There are 
focused ongoing plans for improvement. Staff are fully involved in the process 
and given accountability for driving forward specific areas of change. Leaders 
regularly seek feedback from parents and children and take account of their 
views.

n Staff provide a language-rich environment. The book library system enhances 
children's love of reading, as they get to take their favourite stories home to 
read with their parents. Staff develop children's vocabulary well during activities, 
which supports their overall learning. For example, their weekly 'vocabulary 
boost' means that staff introduce agreed new words to children on a weekly 
basis. 

n Leaders provide the well-qualified staff with lots of opportunities to develop their 
skills and extend their knowledge through training. Staff feel well supported in 
their roles. Leaders have systems in place to coach and monitor staff practice 
through regular supervision. However, these systems could be enhanced further 
to ensure that staff practice is of the highest possible level.
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n Staff provide children with lots of opportunities to learn about healthy lifestyles. 
Children select and prepare their own snacks, such as pears, apples and 
cucumber, in their snack café. Staff provide regular cooking activities where 
children have an input as to what they want to cook. For example, they get to 
take home the Greek salad they have made, or serve the hummus in their snack 
café with vegetable dips. 

n Children have lots of opportunities to develop their mathematical thinking. They 
learn concepts such as 'taller' and 'shorter' as they work together to build 
towers. They estimate whether their towers are 'taller' or 'shorter' than their 
teachers, and then use tape measures to find out. Children learn how to write 
numbers as they note down the pieces of fruit and vegetables they have had at 
snack time.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Staff keep parents informed of their 
children's progress and share ideas as to how they can extend their children's 
learning at home. Parents comment that the 'brilliant' and 'approachable' staff 
take the time to get to know them and their children during the settling-in 
process. They feel that their children are extremely happy and well cared for.

n Children demonstrate good levels of understanding and are confident to express 
their views and ideas. For example, they point out that the motion of a pizza 
cutter is like that of a bicycle wheel. On some occasions, staff do not always 
make the most of interactions with children to allow them to express themselves 
fully and take their learning to the highest level, particularly children who are 
more reluctant to speak.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders make sure that staff have a clear understanding of the procedures in place 
to keep children safe through regular training sessions where they test out staff's 
knowledge. Staff are confident about how to identify and act on any signs which 
could indicate a child is at risk of harm. They deploy themselves well to make sure 
that children are supervised both indoors and outdoors. There are effective 
systems in place to make sure that staff are aware of and can respond promptly to 
any specific health needs where necessary, to support children's well-being. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the systems in place for the monitoring and development of staff 
practice to raise the quality of teaching so that it is of a consistently high quality

n develop teaching skills further to ensure staff make the most of all opportunities 
to extend children's learning to the highest possible level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY554594

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10133871

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Little Oaks Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532114

Telephone number 01494 671228

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Oaks Beaconsfield registered in 2017 and operates from Forty Green 
Community Hall in Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire. The setting opens from 9am to 
2.30pm Monday to Thursday and from 9am to 1pm on Friday, during term time 
only. The provider receives funding to provide free early education for children 
aged three and four years. The setting employs nine staff. Of these, eight hold 
approved early years qualifications, including two with a level 6 qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Carla Roberts
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Inspection activities

n The inspector carried out a learning walk with the provider and senior manager 
to discuss how they decide on and implement the curriculum.

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the senior manager to 
observe the quality of teaching.

n The inspector observed staff interactions with children during the session and 
the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to parents, and read written feedback to take account of 
their views.

n The inspector held a meeting with the senior manager and provider to find out 
how policies and procedures are implemented and how they evaluate the quality 
of the provision.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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