
Inspection of Little World Nursery
111 Conway Street, Birkenhead, Merseyside CH41 4AF

Inspection date: 16 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thrive in this small, friendly nursery. The dedicated staff warmly greet 
children and parents on arrival. Children leave their parents happily and quickly 
settle to the good range of activities provided.

Staff have high expectations for children. They consult children when deciding on 
boundaries. As a result, children know the rules well and understand why they are 
in place. This supports them to feel extremely safe and secure. Children are very 
well behaved. For instance, children greet each other at circle time. They enquire 
about their friends' well-being and listen politely as their friends talks about how 
they are feeling. Older children confidently identify initial sounds in children's 
names and the letters that represent them. Staff invite younger children to 
participate in circle times. However, on occasions, they do not engage them 
effectively in the activity.  

Staff use interactions well to introduce new vocabulary. For instance, as babies 
enjoy exploring spaghetti, they use words such as 'roll' and 'pull' to describe what 
babies are doing. Staff talk about lava as older children enthusiastically take part in 
a simple science experiment. Children squeal with excitement as they tell visitors 
that 'the volcano has exploded'. However, staff do not consistently use effective 
questioning techniques, to extend and challenge older children's thinking skills.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff build exceptionally strong bonds with children and their families. Parents 
speak extremely positively about the nursery. They state that staff 'go above 
and beyond' to support the whole family. The manager uses additional funding, 
such as early years pupil premium, effectively to support children who are at risk 
of falling behind. This helps all children, including those who require additional 
support, to make good progress in their learning.    

n This inclusive nursery helps children to embrace and respect difference in others 
extremely well. For example, they use simple sign language to communicate 
with their friends. Children benefit from the nursery's location in a multicultural 
centre. For instance, they have extensive opportunities to explore significant 
festivals in other cultures, such as Eid. Children also attend toddler groups held 
at the centre. This helps them to further develop their excellent social skills.

n Overall, the experienced staff support children effectively to develop the key 
skills needed for future learning. For example, they skilfully weave mathematics 
into activities throughout the day. They discuss size and colour as they share 
books with younger children. As older children lay the table for lunch, staff 
encourage them to work out how many plates they will need. However, staff are 
not quite as effective at consistently helping younger children to engage in 

Inspection report: Little World Nursery
16 January 2020 2



whole-group activities.
n Children are exceptionally confident in social situations. For example, babies 

smile and wave when visitors enter the room. Older children talk to visitors 
about what they are making. They proudly show them their finished work. 
Children are highly motivated and keen to learn. For instance, younger children 
persevere as they work out how to separate stickers from backing paper. Older 
children show fascination as they look at bugs through a magnifying glass.   

n Staff are passionate about helping children to adopt healthy lifestyles. They 
provide a wide range of healthy meals and snacks. In partnership with parents, 
staff have recently introduced weekly 'sporty' days. This has helped children to 
understand the importance of cardiovascular exercise. Parents comment that 
children really enjoy the exercises and it has encouraged them to be more active 
as a family.  

n Overall, staff help children to develop their language skills well. For instance, 
they interpret younger children's early speech and model it back to them 
correctly. Staff plan activities to encourage older children to strengthen their 
listening and attention skills, such as playing sound lotto games. However, staff 
do not consistently use questioning techniques effectively to extend older 
children's thinking skills.

n The manager and her supportive team talk avidly about the nursery. They seek 
ways to offer children the highest quality provision. The well-qualified staff are 
keen to continue their professional development. For example, they research 
relevant information in their own time to build on their skills and knowledge.       

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures that staff attend training to keep their safeguarding 
knowledge up to date, including wider aspects, such as the 'Prevent' duty. Staff 
know families well and are alert to the day-to-day challenges that they encounter. 
As a result, staff have a very secure knowledge of how to keep children safe. They 
promptly take appropriate action if they have concerns about children's well-being 
or safety. The manager has extremely robust policies and procedures in place. This 
helps children to explore and play in a very safe environment. Staff teach children 
to complete their own risk assessments, such as before using the outdoor area.    

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider further ways to engage younger children effectively in some large 
group activities, to support them to benefit from the good teaching opportunities 

n support staff to further strengthen their good questioning techniques, to 
consistently extend older children's thinking skills. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY281130

Local authority Wirral

Inspection number 10109701

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 25

Number of children on roll 68

Name of registered person Wirral Multicultural Organisation

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903116

Telephone number 0151 792 7443

Date of previous inspection 6 November 2014

Information about this early years setting

Little World Nursery registered in 2004. The nursery employs eight members of 
staff. Of these, five members of staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at 
level 3 and three at level 5. The nursery operates Monday to Friday from 8am until 
6pm, all year round, except for bank holidays. It offers funded early education 
places for two-, three- and four- year old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sue Smith
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Inspection activities

n The manager showed the inspector around the nursery. The inspector looked at 
the range of resources available for children's use. She discussed how they 
support children's learning.  

n The inspector interacted with the children and staff at various points during the 
inspection.

n The manager and inspector jointly observed the quality of teaching. They 
evaluated an activity and discussed the impact on children's learning.

n The inspector examined a sample of relevant documents and evidence of the 
suitability of staff. 

n Key persons discussed children's learning with the inspector. This included 
children's interests and what they need to learn next. 

n A small sample of parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
The inspector took these into account.   

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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