
Inspection of Mice To Meet You 
Playgroup
The Haysbrook Centre, 4 Haysbrook Avenue, Worsley, MANCHESTER M28 0AY

Inspection date: 15 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff provide children with a nurturing environment. Every child is welcomed and 
valued for their individuality. Children make excellent relationships with staff and 
strong friendships with each other. They demonstrate high levels of emotional 
security. Children are extremely happy and feel safe in the playgroup. They are 
sensitive to the needs of others and demonstrate a helpful attitude towards staff 
and each other. They behave very well. 

Staff plan a broad and varied curriculum across all areas of learning. This is 
designed to provide children with exciting opportunities that help to prepare them 
for future success. Staff know what they want children to learn. They plan 
appropriate and challenging activities to help them to move onto the next stage in 
their learning. Children explore a wealth of opportunities to develop early literacy 
skills. For example, they make marks in flour with paintbrushes, use chopsticks and 
pick up fruit with tongs. This helps children to develop good small-muscle control in 
readiness for writing. 

Staff provide children with a wide range of resources and activities to help them to 
learn about people and communities beyond their own experience. They have high 
aspirations for children. Staff skilfully interact with them during activities to extend 
their learning. All children progress well from their starting points, regardless of 
their circumstances. This includes children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) and children who speak English as an additional language. 
Parents comment, 'Staff are like an extended family' and that children 'come on in 
leaps and bounds'. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The well-qualified staff are particularly skilled at helping children to develop their 
speech and language skills. They tell stories with great enthusiasm. This keeps 
children interested and excited. Staff introduce new words, such as 'squirt' and 
'tentacles', and explain how jellyfish use their sting. All children develop very 
good communication and language skills. This includes those with SEND and 
those who speak English as an additional language.  

n Children spend long periods of time investigating different ways of using 
materials. They show awe and wonder as they listen to the sounds that rice 
makes when staff sprinkle it into metal containers. Children use the rice to fill 
and empty containers and take it to the play kitchen to 'cook'. However, 
sometimes, resources are not organised to maximum effect to help children to 
extend their own play and learning. For example, when children need a plate to 
put 'food' on, they have to look hard to find one. 

n Staff teach children the importance of adopting a healthy lifestyle and good 
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hygiene routines. Children are provided with a wide range of healthy and 
nutritious snacks, including fruit, crumpets and porridge. They learn how to 
brush their teeth properly and the importance of dental hygiene. This has a 
positive impact on children's health and well-being. 

n Children benefit from meaningful experiences that cover all areas of learning. 
Staff have a good understanding of the different ways in which children learn. 
They use information from observations of children's learning to identify 
purposeful next steps in their learning. Children make good progress. However, 
occasionally, staff interrupt children's learning and engagement to start daily 
routines, such as setting the tables at lunchtime.  

n The manager and staff closely monitor children's progress. This helps them to 
identify any gaps in children's learning and seek external intervention, if needed.

n The manager invests well in the staff and has a high regard for their welfare. 
She uses supervision meetings to encourage staff to consider their own well-
being and mental health. A well-targeted programme of professional 
development helps staff to extend their knowledge and skills. 

n Self-evaluation is effective and includes the views of parents and children. Staff 
focus on areas for development to help to improve learning outcomes for 
children. Exciting plans are in place to enhance the outdoor environment to help 
to extend children's physical development. 

n Partnerships with parents, other early years providers and external professionals 
are excellent. This helps to promote good consistency and continuity of care and 
learning. Children are well supported as they transfer to school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff undertake regular safeguarding training and have a good understanding of 
how to protect children from harm. They confidently describe the action to take 
should they have concerns about the safety or welfare of a child. The manager has 
robust systems in place for recruitment and induction to ensure the ongoing 
suitability of the staff team. Staff are extremely vigilant regarding children's safety. 
They undertake rigorous risk assessments to ensure children stay safe. The 
provider ensures that the premises are secure so that children cannot leave 
unsupervised and unwanted visitors cannot gain access. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider the organisation of routines so that they do not interrupt children's 
learning opportunities

n review the organisation and availability of resources to help children to 
independently extend their own play and learning.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY551088

Local authority Salford

Inspection number 10130764

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 75

Number of children on roll 53

Name of registered person Mice To Meet You Playgroup Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910933

Telephone number 07549607083

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Mice To Meet You Playgroup re-registered in 2017 due to a change of premises. It 
employs eight members of childcare staff, including the manager. Of these, four 
hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 3 and one holds a qualification 
at level 2. The playgroup opens from Monday to Friday from 8.30am to 2.45pm 
during term time only. Children attend for a variety of sessions. The pre-school 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Kelly
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The manager took the inspector on a learning walk across all areas of the 
playgroup and grounds to explain how the early years provision and curriculum 
are organised.

n The inspector talked to children and staff at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection.

n A joint observation was completed by the inspector and the manager during a 
planned activity.

n Relevant documentation, such as safeguarding policies and procedures and 
children's records, were looked at by the inspector. 

n The inspector checked evidence of the qualifications and suitability of staff 
working in the playgroup. 

n Several parents spoke to the inspector on the day of the inspection. The 
inspector took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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