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Monitoring visit: main findings
Context and focus of visit
Greater Brighton Metropolitan College was inspected in October 2019. Inspectors
found that teachers who taught students who have high needs, especially on courses
at levels 2 and 3, did not have sufficient skills, knowledge or information to be able
to meet the learning and support needs of these students.
College leaders and managers had devised and implemented an action plan of
training, monitoring and evaluation to improve teachers’ skills rapidly. The focus of
the monitoring visit was to evaluate the progress and impact of these actions.

Themes
What progress have leaders and managers made
in training teachers, especially those who teach
students at levels 2 and 3, to develop the skills
necessary to support students who have high
needs?

Significant progress

Since the inspection in October 2019, leaders have taken swift and decisive action to
improve teachers’ skills to teach students who have high needs. They have provided
mandatory training for teachers, so they know what types of support students with
high needs may require and how to go about providing these in their teaching.
Teachers speak with confidence about the support they give students in lessons and
tutorials.
Teachers have improved their communication with the learning support assistants
(LSAs) who are allocated to help students who have high needs. LSAs now plan well
the support they will give to their students, as they know in advance of the lesson
what the lesson is about and what activities will be taking place.
LSAs are valued members of teaching teams. They value that teachers seek their
opinions and expertise about the best ways to help students with high needs make
progress with their knowledge, skills and personal development.
Students are very positive about the support they now receive with their learning.
One said: ‘I get exactly what I need.’ As a result of the support they receive,
students who have high needs are developing their confidence with assessments,
reading and organising their work.
Leaders and managers are evaluating frequently the impact of the training and
support teachers have received. They are using the information they gain from
lesson observations, learning walks and feedback from teachers to plan further
relevant training and support for teachers.
Leaders are developing more cohesive systems in time for the start of the new
academic year to ensure a more effective start to the year for students who have
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high needs. They are leading a change in culture about the importance of meeting
the learning and support requirements of students who have high needs.
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If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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