School report

Ofited

raising standards
improving lives

Inspection of Darley Churchtown
Church of England Primary School

Church Road, Darley Dale, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 2GL

Inspection dates:

8-9 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good
The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good
Early years provision Good

Previous inspection grade

Not previously inspected under section 5
of the Education Act 2005



Oféted

What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils are happy at school. They are confident learners and say that staff are kind.
One pupil said, ‘We don’t worry about making mistakes. It's part of learning.’

Staff have high expectations of pupils. The school motto urges everyone to ‘Be the
best they can be’. Pupils behave well. They are friendly to one another. There are
few bullying incidents. If there is bullying, staff act quickly to stop it. Pupils know
there are caring adults they can turn to if they have any worries. Pupils told us that
they feel safe in school.

Pupils achieve well. They learn about all the subjects in the national curriculum.
However, they are better prepared in some subjects than in others for when they
move to secondary school.

The school is at the heart of the local community. Pupils join in local events such as
the ‘Great British spring clean’. Staff are always looking for ways to broaden pupils’
experiences. These include residential visits for pupils in key stage 2 and visiting
older people in a local care home. Pupils told us they enjoy taking part in different
clubs at school, including archery, dance and cheerleading, as well as the handbell

group.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have put in place a curriculum that broadens the pupils’ horizons and
prepares them well for the next stage of their education. They have made sure that
most subjects are planned and sequenced well. Leaders make good use of external
expertise to improve the curriculum.

Pupils are achieving better than they have done previously in reading, writing and
the early years. There are other subjects where the curriculum is not developed as
well, for example history and computing.

When children begin school, a top priority is to get them reading. Staff teach
phonics well. They give extra help to any children falling behind. Teachers check that
pupils read at home. They recommend books and use rewards to encourage pupils
to read more. Pupils were confident reading to me and talking about their favourite
authors.

In mathematics, the curriculum allows pupils to build on their understanding step by
step. Teachers revisit and revise concepts throughout the school year. This helps
pupils remember their mathematical knowledge. Pupils have accurate and quick
recall of multiplication tables.

The science curriculum builds up pupils’ knowledge and skills as they move through
the school. Teachers find many ways to bring learning alive. For instance, pupils visit
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Carsington Water to learn about the forces of water flow. At the National Space
Centre, they deepen their understanding of the solar system.

Pupils enjoy history. However, the curriculum is not as well thought out or planned
as it is in other subjects. Pupils are not able to make connections with the
knowledge that they gained in previous history topics. It is not clear what pupils are
expected to learn and remember about their history work.

Leaders ensure that pupils learn about British values, such as democracy and
respect. Pupils visit a range of places of worship to learn about different faiths. In
lessons and assemblies, pupils consider how their actions can help or hurt others.
Each year, pupils play their part in deciding the ‘Churchtown Champions’. These are
six virtues that adults and pupils aim to model. Pupils love being congratulated in
assemblies for showing these characteristics.

Children play and learn happily together in the early years. They listen to adults and
respond quickly to instructions. Adults make sure that the curriculum is relevant.
Stories, songs and rhymes are at the heart of many activities. The children loved
acting out the adventures of ‘The naughty bus’, driving their vehicles through beans,
mud and water. Staff in the early years and key stage 1 class work well as a team.
They know the needs of each child. They plan activities well to meet these needs in
all areas of learning.

In classes and around school, pupils are kind and considerate to others. Behaviour is
good and there is little disruption to learning. Pupils with special educational needs
and/or disabilities are supported well. They learn alongside their classmates and
have full access to the wider curriculum.

Leaders put the interests of the pupils at the heart of every decision. Staff feel well
supported by leaders and are proud to work at the school.

The trust and the local governing body work well together. They are playing
important roles in improving the quality of education.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders make sure that there are clear arrangements for keeping pupils safe. They
act quickly to keep pupils safe from harm. Leaders are persistent when seeking the
right external support for pupils and families.

There are a number of staff who provide helpful support for pupils. Parents and
carers value the assistance they get at difficult times for their families.

Pupils understand the potential dangers they face when online. Visits to the school
by organisations such as the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children also help pupils stay safe.
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What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

W Leaders are putting in place a rich and exciting curriculum. However, the
curriculum is not coherently planned in all subjects. As a result, pupils do not
currently learn as well as they should in some subjects. When this is the case,
leaders are already taking action to ensure that the curriculum is being
implemented more successfully. For this reason, the transition arrangement has
been applied in this case. Leaders need to ensure that they implement their new
curriculum plans for all subjects so that pupils progressively gain subject-specific
knowledge and skills.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as

part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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Not previously inspected under section 5
of the Education Act 2005

B Darley Churchtown Church of England Primary School converted to become an
academy on 1 May 2017. When its predecessor school, Darley Churchtown CofE
Primary School, was last inspected by Ofsted, it was judged to require
improvement. The school is part of the Derby Diocesan Academies Trust (DDAT).

B A new headteacher took up the post on 1 September 2019.

Information about this inspection

We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

B We met with senior leaders, subject leaders, governors and representatives from

the DDAT.

m We looked particularly closely at the quality of the curriculum in reading,

mathematics, science and history.

B We conducted interviews with staff and pupils, visited lessons and looked at

pupils” work.
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B We reviewed the arrangements for safeguarding by scrutinising safeguarding
records, questioning staff and through discussions with pupils.

Inspection team

Anthony O’Malley, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
Roary Pownall Her Majesty’s Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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