
Inspection of Little Lions Nursery Ltd
Tunnard Street, Boston, Lincolnshire PE21 6PL

Inspection date: 10 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

All children and families are warmly welcomed into this inclusive nursery. Children 
settle quickly and feel happy and safe. All children, including those who are 
learning to speak English as an additional language, benefit from the unique 
support they receive. Staff use some words in children's home languages when 
they first start. This contributes to their emotional security. Children make good 
relationships with their key staff, which develops their confidence to communicate 
with others. Children benefit from the way that staff make good eye contact with 
them and use hand gestures, alongside simple language and clear and repetitive 
words. This consistent approach aids younger children and those who speak 
English as an additional language to improve their communication skills.

Children behave and play well together. They thoroughly enjoy recreating the story 
of 'We're Going on a Bear Hunt'. As a member of staff reads the story, the children 
used props to 'squelch' in the mud and 'splash splosh' through the water looking 
for the bear. Staff engaged in imaginative play with the children and extended 
children's learning, particularly their language and early literacy skills. Although the 
curriculum is generally well planned, during group sessions and times of transition, 
the children lack motivation and interest in their learning. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children and staff make regular trips to the adjoining parkland to engage in their 
forest school sessions. A member of staff has attended forest school training. 
The children enjoy planting and growing flowers in the gardening club area. 
Children enjoy fresh air and exercise and learn to take appropriate risks as they 
use real gardening tools. They enjoy riding wheeled toys and using tyres as 
stepping stones. Children develop their physical skills and confidence.

n To support the partnerships with parents, the manager regularly engages 
translator services. Therefore, children's learning is more consistent as their 
parents understand how to complete learning activities to help them at home. 
The manager ensures children enjoy a wide variety of activities that they may 
not benefit from elsewhere. These include weekly sports sessions, forest school 
and gardening activities. 

n Staff help children to develop their independence. Children enjoy having 
responsibility for tasks, such as cutting up their own fruit snack. They are 
encouraged to always try to do things for themselves first, for example putting 
their coats on and opening food wrappers.

n There is a broad curriculum and a successful range of well-planned opportunities 
for children, based on what they already know and can do, which build on their 
interests. For example, staff support children to work together in twos to carry 
heavy tyres and to build towers. Children negotiate who walks at the front and 
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the back and direct themselves to the correct location. Staff help children to 
explore emotions through stories and talk to them about being kind.

n Staff know the children well. They make accurate assessments of children's 
progress. Staff work in partnership with parents and other professionals to 
provide the support children need to achieve and to close any gaps in learning. 
Parents say they feel well informed about their children's learning and 
development. They appreciate regular updates using the online system.

n The manager works closely with staff to monitor the progress that children 
make. She supports staff through supervision and coaching to improve teaching. 
Assessments are used effectively to implement a curriculum that prepares 
children well for their move to school.

n Young children concentrate and listen attentively to staff during small-group 
times or one-to-one story and singing sessions. They are keen to listen to stories 
and, with staff support, help to tell the tales, repeating familiar phrases. 
However, the lack of organisation in larger groups means the children lose 
concentration and focus. Also, staff do not consistently help older children to 
understand what is expected of them during changes in the routine, such as tidy 
up time.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have developed a strong culture of vigilance to safeguard 
children's welfare. All staff are aware of how to identify and report any concerns 
they may have regarding the children. The manager has strong partnerships with a 
wide range of professionals to ensure children consistently receive the support they 
need. All staff are first-aid trained and constantly risk assess the environment to 
ensure children are safe and secure. Children learn how to keep themselves safe, 
for example walking carefully indoors and not stacking the tyres too high in case 
they fall.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the organisation of large-group activities for all children, to help them 
to sustain high levels of concentration and interest in their learning 

n help children understand what is expected of them during changes of routines.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY550521

Local authority Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10133728

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person Little Lions Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901053

Telephone number 01205 350099

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Lions Nursery Ltd registered in 2017 and is located in Boston, Lincolnshire. 
The nursery employs six members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The nursery opens from Monday to 
Friday during term time only. Sessions are from 8am until 4.30pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sharon Waterfall
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager. They explained to 
the inspector how staff provide a broad curriculum for children and plan for their 
learning.  

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning. 

n The manager took part in a joint observation with the inspector. 
n A meeting was held with the manager. During this meeting, discussions were 

held about the development of the nursery. The inspector viewed relevant 
documentation, including staff's qualifications and evidence of the suitability of 
adults working with children.  

n The inspector spoke with children and staff at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection.  

n The inspector took into account the views of parents spoken to on the day.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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