
Inspection of Bovington Nursery
Cox Close, Bovington BH20 6FD

Inspection date: 21 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff prioritise children's mental health and emotional well-being, recognising that 
this underpins children's behaviour and their attitude to learning. Throughout the 
nursery, children are very happy, extremely busy and eager to learn. Even young 
children learn to manage their feelings and will take themselves off to the 'chill out 
zone' if they want to calm down. Children show by their attitudes and their 
response to their friends and to adults that they feel secure and safe in this 
welcoming nursery. 

Older children take part in the 'mile a day' challenge with great enthusiasm. 
Children chat to each other and to staff as they walk. They move in different ways, 
walking, running, skipping or moving like a crab. They get warm after a few laps, 
taking off their coats and hats. They look at each other, noticing how their cheeks 
are pink and their hearts are beating faster. Children explain, 'I like walking. It 
makes me smile and now mummy and I go for more walks.' 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The ambitious and committed manager has enabled and encouraged all staff in 
the nursery to attend the same training over the last year. The focus of this 
training is to help staff prevent and treat any behaviour problems and promote 
children's social and emotional development to support their play and learning. 
As a result, there is a consistent approach to enabling children of all ages to 
learn the skills they need to manage their feelings and recognise and respect the 
views of others. This has had a significant impact on children's behaviour and 
their attitudes to learning, which are exemplary. 

n The partnership with parents is a strong feature of this nursery. Parents 
acknowledge and appreciate the effective communication between them and 
their child's key person about their child's development. Staff work well with 
parents to manage issues ranging from potty training, children's language, and 
behaviour management. 

n The support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is 
excellent. Staff work closely with parents and other professionals to develop and 
implement effective strategies to enable children who need extra help to reach 
their potential and make good progress from their starting points. 

n This is an inclusive nursery, where all children are valued. There are resources 
and activities to support children who speak English as an additional language. 
However, these resources are not used regularly and effectively to enable 
children to hear and  speak their home language as they play, or to help other 
children learn that some families speak different languages. 

n Babies enjoy a warm, nurturing environment, where staff support their 
emotional security with skill and sensitivity. The effective setting-in procedures 
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provide time for each child to settle at their own pace to ensure they feel safe 
and confident when they first start at nursery. These very young children 
demonstrate high levels of confidence and are eager to explore and investigate. 

n Older children gain the skills they need to move to school. They enjoy making 
marks and writing for a purpose; they recognise numbers and count well. These 
pre-school children are engaged in their play, eager to learn and manage their 
personal care well. They have high levels of confidence and self-esteem and play 
cooperatively by sharing and taking turns. They are very kind to each other.

n At times, the floor in the baby room is cluttered and this limits babies' free 
movement as they learn to develop their emerging walking skills. 

n The manager values her staff and supports their mental and physical health, 
professional development and well-being. The recent training programme has 
inspired staff to develop their practice and they clearly enjoy their work. Overall, 
they react quickly and effectively to the needs of children and parents, adapting 
the environment when they observe the children at play. For example, they 
improved the home corners, introducing real lamps, telephones, cutlery and 
crockery, to entice the children and invite meaningful and purposeful imaginative 
play. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff complete safeguarding training, and they are confident in identifying signs 
that may indicate a child is at risk. The four designated safeguarding lead 
practitioners have attended training at a higher level and staff know how to refer 
any concerns. All play areas are safe and secure, enabling children to play and 
learn in safety. Even very young children enjoy opportunities to challenge 
themselves on climbing equipment and learn how to manage risks for themselves. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n make better use of the resources available to enable children to hear and use 
their home languages as they play, and to help all children understand that 
some people speak languages other than English to communicate

n review and improve the environment in the babies' room to provide consistently 
clear space for babies developing their emerging walking skills. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY540642

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10110901

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 135

Number of children on roll 140

Name of registered person Bovington Nursery CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP540641

Telephone number 01929 403602

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Bovington Nursery registered in July 2017. It operates from a large self-contained 
building close to the Tank Museum in Bovington, Dorset. The nursery is open from 
8am to 6pm Monday to Thursday, and from 8am to 3pm on Fridays throughout the 
year. The nursery provides funded early years education for children aged two, 
three and four years. A total of 26 staff are employed to work with the children. Of 
these, the majority hold early years qualifications ranging from level 2 to level 5.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anne Mitchell
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector walked around the premises and discussed how staff 
implement the curriculum. 

n The inspector spoke to parents, children and staff at appropriate times 
throughout the inspection to gain their views about the provision. 

n The inspector observed play and learning taking place in all areas of the nursery, 
including during outdoor play. 

n The manager and the inspector observed an activity together and discussed 
teaching practice and learning outcomes.

n The inspector sampled evidence of staff suitability and looked at electronic data 
relating to children's progress. 

n A meeting was held between the manager and the inspector to discuss 
safeguarding, training, children's progress and support for staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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