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Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, friendly, settled and content at this pre-school. They are 
motivated to learn and explore the interesting resources independently. Children 
smile and chat to visitors and enjoy sharing their ideas and experiences. Staff have 
high expectations for all children. They ensure the environment is welcoming and 
safe. Staff are kind, consistent and good role models to the children. They value 
the children's efforts and achievements. Children build on their understanding of 
people and the local community. They replay their experiences as they pretend to 
be shopkeepers and customers and buy food from the play shop. Children count 
out money and talk about lifting 'heavy' items into bags. They delight in 
experimenting with ice cubes. They giggle as the ice cubes slip and slide out of 
their hands. Alongside staff, they discuss what could be making the ice cubes melt 
and disappear. Staff introduce new words, such as 'melting' and 'freezing', to 
promote children's developing vocabulary. Children develop a can-do attitude to 
learning. They have good opportunities in the outdoor area to learn how to 
manage risk for themselves. Children work in small groups to develop a track to 
walk along, to challenge their balancing skills. They seek out an adult to help them 
when they need support.  Overall, children develop the skills they need for their 
future learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, the pre-school committee, manager and staff have 
worked with the local authority to make improvements and raise the quality of 
the provision. For example, the manager and staff have improved the way they 
gather information from parents about what children already know and can do 
before they first start. This helps them to plan effectively around children's 
interests, to identify what individuals need to learn next and fill any gaps in 
development.

n The manager and deputy observe staff practice and offer feedback and guidance 
during regular supervision meetings. Staff are given specific feedback to help 
them develop the quality of their practice. They access a good range of training 
opportunities, and are encouraged to use their new knowledge to develop their 
teaching skills. Staff report that they enjoy their work. They work well together 
to plan the curriculum for the children. This helps them to achieve good 
standards in the quality of children's learning and care. 

n The pre-school is highly inclusive. Staff carefully monitor the progress children 
make. They seek interventions and support for children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. They are confident to work in partnership with parents 
and outside agencies to ensure that children who have complex needs receive 
the support they need to make good progress. They use additional funding well 
to provide children with extra support.
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n The resources and environment are well organised. Staff offer children 
opportunities that may be new and unfamiliar to them to help broaden their 
knowledge and enrich their learning. For example, children explore, investigate 
and experiment with sensory materials and enjoy learning outdoors. They learn 
about the world beyond their local community through stories, art activities, role 
play and by finding out about different celebrations.

n Children's communication and literacy skills are supported well. They use a 
range of mark-making materials, which helps develop their small-muscle skills. 
Children listen attentively to stories and look at books independently. 
Occasionally, staff miss opportunities to engage and motivate younger children 
to extend their concentration at activities.

n Parents are well informed about how they can support their child's learning at 
home. Staff take time to speak with parents daily and provide them with ideas 
on how to enhance children's learning at home. Parents say they are happy with 
the care and education their children receive. 

n Overall, children behave well. They show a positive attitude to their activities 
and learning. However, staff miss opportunities to respond and intervene quickly 
when younger children are unsure of the pre-school rules, particularly at 
transition times in the routine. Younger children run round and, on occasions, 
interrupt the concentration of older children as they follow instructions and 
support staff to tidy up.

n Staff ensure that children are offered a broad range of stimulating activities that 
cover all areas of learning. However, some large-group activities are not 
delivered effectively to fully strengthen opportunities for children to achieve the 
intended learning. At times, children are not fully engaged and their attention 
wanders to other areas of the pre-school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a good knowledge of child protection and how to keep children safe 
and well. Staff know the procedures to follow should they have a concern about a 
child's well-being. There are clear procedures in place to manage any allegations 
that may be made against a member of staff. Staff access regular training to keep 
their skills up to date. This includes training on recognising and responding to 
children who may be exposed to extreme views or behaviours. Effective staff 
deployment means that all children are well supervised and cared for. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the planning and organisation of large-group activities to support 
children's engagement and interest so they learn well from the outset
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n provide more opportunities for younger children to develop a greater 
understanding of the expectations of behaviour at times of change in the pre-
school routine

n explore additional ways to engage and motivate younger children to extend their 
concentration during activities.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY540868

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10092753

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Brimington Pre-School Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911103

Telephone number 07904452209

Date of previous inspection 9 January 2019

Information about this early years setting

Brimington Pre-School registered in 2016 and is located in Brimington, Chesterfield. 
The pre-school employs six members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and one holds level 2. The pre-
school opens from Monday to Friday during term time. Sessions are from 8am until 
3.15pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Dawn Barlow
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the daily routines and activities of children. She 
completed a learning walk with the manager to find out how she organises the 
early years curriculum. 

n The inspector looked at the pre-school's policies and procedures, including those 
related to the suitability of staff and committee members.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents.
n The inspector carried out one joint observation with the manager and discussed 

how the manager monitors the staff's teaching practice.
n Staff spoke to the inspector throughout the day, discussed the children 

attending, and how they meet their needs and keep them safe. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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