
Childminder report

Inspection date: 15 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The childminder knows children exceptionally well. She offers them an extensive 
variety of activities indoors and outdoors, which motivates them to learn. Children 
are extremely happy, feel secure and readily engage in play with their friends. 

The childminder is highly responsive to children's needs. For example, she instantly 
follows their interest in construction. This is demonstrated as children learn to 
follow picture instructions and build cars with great enthusiasm. Children use tools 
safely and show excellent concentration skills as they twist the screws with the 
screwdriver. This builds on their small muscles highly effectively in preparation for 
early writing. Children are vigilant and keen to solve problems. They recognise that 
the back of the car needs another screw and examine each one to ensure it is the 
right size. Children learn to recognise written number and measure their car with 
precision. 

The childminder implements highly effective behaviour management strategies. 
This significantly enhances young children's awareness of how to manage their 
feelings and emotions. Older children show kindness and consideration to babies. 
They hand them a selection of toys when they become a little unsettled. Children 
thrive on the praise received from the childminder and flourish in her care. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has extremely strong relationships with parents. For example, 
she obtains detailed information about children's home lives and achievements, 
and tailors settling-in procedures to each child and their family's needs. The 
childminder uses this information highly effectively to challenge children, so they 
make exceptional progress right from the start. Parents are highly 
complimentary about the childminder. They make comments such as 'children 
are flourishing in her care' and say that 'she is critical' to their children's 
development.

n The childminder provides wonderful opportunities for children to meet new 
people and talk about similarities and differences in the world. Children 
frequently visit country parks, the library and toddler groups. This supports their 
social skills extremely well and helps prepare them for school. Children actively 
discuss their friends and the activities they enjoy in the wider community. They 
tell visitors they delight in jumping in muddy puddles and climbing trees in the 
woods.

n The childminder makes the most of excellent teaching opportunities each day. 
She closely observes what children are interested in to expertly extend their 
learning. For example, toddlers focus intently as they mould dough into balls. 
They engage in the activity for a sustained period, exploring number and size. 
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Older children add resources such as construction toys into their play. They drill 
holes in the dough and use language such as 'bigger' and 'smaller'. Younger 
children are confident speakers and use their imagination and rapidly developing 
language well to express themselves. They manipulate dough into sausages, pop 
them in the frying plan, and confidently sing number rhymes. 

n The childminder embeds exemplary healthy lifestyle practices. For example, 
children naturally use their own towels to dry their hands. They sit at the table 
safely and discuss the food they enjoy. Children tuck into their food and younger 
children use cutlery extremely well. They inform the childminder when they have 
finished their food and show excellent manners. For example, young children say 
'please' and 'thank you' and ask to get down from the table. 

n Professional development is targeted to help the childminder deliver exceptional 
learning experiences for children. For example, recent training has helped the 
childminder to review how small changes in children's lives may impact on their 
emotional well-being. The childminder has extremely strong partnerships with 
other professionals in the local community. She uses her wealth of experience 
and knowledge to share high-quality practice and raise outcomes for children. 

n The childminder is highly reflective on her practice. She regularly evaluates her 
setting to ensure she is maintaining the highest standards for all children. She 
consistently encourages and values parents' contributions to their children's 
development and, consequently, gaps in children's learning close rapidly. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has an excellent knowledge of child protection issues, including 
wider safeguarding concerns. She has a meticulous understanding of the signs and 
symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. The childminder is extremely 
confident about her procedures and knows what to do if she has any concerns. She 
ensures that children's safety and well-being are of paramount importance. The 
childminder uses her risk assessments, policies and procedures extremely well to 
promote children's health and personal well-being. Children develop a strong sense 
of their own safety through her explanations. For example, they know that they 
must not run indoors because it may be hazardous to themselves and others.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY319564

Local authority Bracknell Forest 

Inspection number 10136454

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 0 to 9

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 12

Date of previous inspection 29 September 2015

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2005 and lives in Crowthorne, Berkshire. She 
operates from Monday to Friday, for most of the year. The childminder provides 
funded early education for children aged three and four years. She holds a relevant 
level 3 childcare qualification. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Franks

Inspection activities

n The inspector spoke to children and read written statements from parents to 
gain their views of the childminder's provision.

n Discussions were held with the childminder relating to safeguarding and the self-
evaluation process. 

n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the childminder, including training 
certificates and public liability insurance.

n The inspector observed the childminder interacting with children. She assessed 
the impact of her teaching on what children know and can do, and discussed her 
observations with the childminder.

n The childminder showed the inspector around the areas of her home that are 
used for childcare. She talked about the different activities she provides to 
support children's learning and development.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020

Inspection report: Childminder report
15 January 2020 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

