
Inspection of Belgrave Pre-School 
Playgroup
The Community Centre 55-57 Ashes Road, Westminster Park, Chester, Cheshire 
CH4 7QS

Inspection date: 8 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Belgrave Pre-school Playgroup is a very inclusive and diverse pre-school. It has an 
extremely dedicated staff team that is very well led and managed. Children settle 
well and form strong bonds with their key persons. They freely approach staff and 
sidle onto their lap, when feeling the need for comfort or reassurance.

Staff have extremely high expectations for children's behaviour. Children show high 
levels of confidence in different situations, particularly when playing in the home 
area. They are highly motivated and exceptionally eager to join in with the wealth 
of activities on offer. They play very cooperatively together and talk with each 
other in a respectful manner. They demonstrate high levels of self-control when 
playing games and are respectful of the rules as they are deemed to be 'out'.

Staff extend children's vocabulary well as they play. Staff introduce new words, 
such as 'empty' and 'petrol tank', and acknowledge when children share a word 
that staff do not know, demonstrating how they can learn too.

Visitors, such as the community support police officer, are invited into the pre-
school to help children to keep themselves safe. They talk to children about 
listening to adults and explain how to seek help if needed, when on an outing.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff design a well-balanced curriculum that is ambitious and builds on individual 
children's experiences and what they already know and can do. They make 
specific adaptations to the pre-school to cater for children's needs. Children who 
speak English as an additional language are encouraged to use their home 
language in play. Staff make cards that children can take home to share with 
parents that show words in English and their home language. Staff constantly 
make improvements to practice. For example, they have changed their planning 
system. They now feel that children are more relaxed as staff seize opportunities 
as they arise to extend children's learning.

n Relationships at all levels are excellent. These reflect a respectful culture, where 
interactions are of high quality. Staff read stories in a lively way, so that children 
remain fully engaged, interested and involved in the story. As children play 
'what's in the bag?' they sing rhymes and songs with actions and enjoy taking 
part. As children make 'soup' they use all their senses to explore as they smell 
the herbs, taste the lemon and feel the branches from the Christmas tree.

n Partnerships with parents are very good. Parents feel that they are kept involved 
in their children's learning through various methods and speak highly of staff. 
Their comments include, 'Staff are very knowledgeable and instinctive with 
children. They are exceptional and always go the extra mile. All staff are so 

Inspection report: Belgrave Pre-School Playgroup
8 January 2020 2



loving and caring and nothing is ever too much trouble'.
n Staff provide healthy snacks and drinks at snack time. However, they do not 

always provide consistent messages to all parents. Staff do not support them 
fully to understand about practices such as eating healthy food and how this 
contributes to children's good health.

n To help children to develop empathy, staff have introduced dolls that express 
different emotions. Staff encourage children to use these dolls and help them to 
label their emotions, so they can express these strong feelings in an acceptable 
manner. They have introduced duck eggs into the pre-school, so that children 
learn about life cycles and how to care for and nurture living things.

n Children access an exciting and well-resourced outdoor area where they can play 
on a 'construction site', taking on the different roles of a builder. They 
thoroughly enjoy being active outdoors. A sports coach attends the pre-school 
weekly to encourage children to extend their physical skills. They stretch, bend 
and practise throwing and catching the ball.

n Staff attend very regular training and feed back information gained to the staff 
team. Following recent training, staff now think about not stepping in too quickly 
when children are playing. They reflect more on following children's lead and not 
asking children too many questions. This has resulted in a more relaxed 
atmosphere, where children begin conversations with staff more frequently.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a good knowledge of child protection matters. They know the signs to 
be concerned about in relation to a child's well-being. Staff know the appropriate 
agencies to contact should they have a concern about a child or the behaviour of a 
colleague. They refresh their knowledge at weekly staff meetings and access 
regular training to keep up to date with any changes to legislation. Staff visually 
risk assess the pre-school prior to children arriving, to ensure that this multi-use 
centre is free from hazards and safe for children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n offer all parents more information so they can support their children to be aware 
of the importance of making healthy choices in relation to food.

Inspection report: Belgrave Pre-School Playgroup
8 January 2020 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 304974

Local authority Cheshire West and Chester  

Inspection number 10062163

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Belgrave Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP524229

Telephone number 07761816891

Date of previous inspection 8 December 2015

Information about this early years setting

Belgrave Pre-school Playgroup registered in 1973. The pre-school employs six 
members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 3 or above, including one with qualified teacher status. The pre-school 
opens during term time only. Sessions run on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 9am to 3pm, and on a Thursday from 9am to midday. The pre-school  
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kathryn Dorrington
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk across all areas of the 
pre-school.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n A joint observation with the manager was completed.
n The manager and the inspector had a meeting. The inspector looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working at the pre-school, 
and committee members.

n The inspector spoke to children and staff at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
verbal and written views

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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