
Inspection of Angels by Day Ltd
Springfield House, Hucknall Lane, Bulwell, Nottingham NG6 8AJ

Inspection date: 6 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are welcomed into a homely environment. Babies form warm attachments 
to their key person, as they smile and snuggle into them for comfort. Children are 
curious as they explore a wide range of natural resources. In the toddler room, 
children explore unfamiliar objects such as reels, pine cones and conkers. They use 
these resources to print and mark make with paint. Children demonstrate they are 
happy and feel safe as they laugh with their friends during circle time.

Children benefit from practitioners' high expectations for their learning. They 
develop their mathematical skills while playing with the toy safari animals, by 
counting the spots on a cheetah. Children discuss different colours and weights of 
play dough, and practitioners provide supporting language such as 'heavy' and 
'light'. Pre-school children relish in the outdoor experiences in the mud kitchen. 
They explore their imaginations by creating 'wiggly worm cakes'. Practitioners 
extend children's communication and language skills by asking questions. Children 
display excitement as they pretend to be weather presenters. They watch a 
weather broadcast and take photographs of each other on the computer tablet, 
supporting their understanding of technology. Children are respectful of each other. 
They behave well as they take turns during singing sessions and use manners such 
as 'please' and 'thank you'. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children benefit from experiences out in the local community. They write a 
shopping list and take a trip to the local supermarket to buy fresh fruit and 
vegetables. They learn about new textures and tastes as they participate in a 
food tasting session, sampling the food they purchased. Children also walk to 
the river to feed the ducks, and they learn about what they eat and where they 
live. For some children this is their first experience of wildlife. 

n Babies are very happy to explore their environment, promoting their confidence 
and physical skills on the low-level climbing frame. They check in with their key 
person regularly for comfort and reassurance. Practitioners are very attentive to 
the needs of the babies. They read books to them softly and encourage them to 
make animal sounds. 

n Practitioners plan a wide range of interesting activities. For example, they 
provide twice daily, morning and afternoon, phonics sessions for pre-school 
children to encourage early reading, speech and language skills. However, 
practitioners do not carefully consider the individual abilities of children when 
planning these activities. As a result, some children struggle to engage and 
concentrate. 

n Practitioners work well in partnership with parents and outside agencies. 
Managers attend development meetings to support the children and their 
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families, when needed. Children's school readiness is supported well. Managers 
encourage teachers to visit the children to support their transition to school. 
Children are also encouraged to develop self-help skills in preparation for school. 
For example, they are encouraged to serve themselves during mealtimes, and 
put on their own coats before going outside to play. 

n Parents speak highly of the nursery. They comment that they particularly value 
the long-standing service of practitioners. This fills them with confidence that 
their children are being well cared for by practitioners who are familiar and 
experienced.  

n Managers follow secure procedures for the safe recruitment and induction of 
new practitioners. They hold regular supervision meetings and monitor 
performance to help practitioners to continually improve. Practitioners are highly 
qualified and have access to a wide range of training opportunities. As a result, 
children are supported well to make good progress in their development. 

n  Children learn how to safely negotiate their way across planks in the garden. 
They learn new skills as they practise balancing and jumping off when they get 
to the end. This builds on their physical skills and helps them to develop 
confidence. Children have fun and happily work together as a group while 
playing with the parachute. This promotes their social skills as they play 
alongside others. 

n Children are offered a variety of fresh fruits at snack time. During mealtimes, 
practitioners support children's understanding of healthy eating by discussing 
the vegetables on their plates. However, they do not always ensure that packed 
lunches brought in by children are healthy and nutritious. As a result, children 
are not consistently taught about healthy eating.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Practitioners have a secure understanding of the signs and symptoms of abuse. 
They are aware of how to respond to potential safeguarding concerns promptly, to 
ensure that children are protected from harm. Managers and practitioners attend 
meetings and complete training to keep their safeguarding knowledge up to date. 
This ensures they understand their roles and responsibilities in keeping children 
safe. Practitioners complete daily risk assessments of the indoor and outdoor 
environments, to ensure children's well-being and safety. Managers ensure the 
setting is securely maintained and are vigilant in ensuring no unauthorised person 
can enter. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n plan activities using the interests and individual needs of children, to ensure all 
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children have the best learning opportunities
n ensure practitioners promote and implement consistent messages to parents 

about healthy eating. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY248119

Local authority Nottingham

Inspection number 10065238

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 to 4

Total number of places 67

Number of children on roll 86

Name of registered person Angels By Day (Children's Day Nursery) 
Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905843

Telephone number 0115 951 9915

Date of previous inspection 21 December 2015

Information about this early years setting

Angels By Day Ltd registered in 2002. The nursery employs 18 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 11 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or 
above, and seven hold qualifications at level 2. The nursery opens Monday to 
Friday from 7.30am until 6.30pm all year round. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. Throughout the nursery, the 
philosophy for care and education is based on the Montessori method of teaching.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Chantell Walker
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk across all areas of the nursery. The 
inspector spoke with the provider and members of staff to gain an 
understanding of how the early years provision is planned and the curriculum is 
implemented.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager. The inspector 
and the provider evaluated the teaching and learning that took place.

n The inspector held a meeting with the provider. She reviewed relevant 
documentation, such evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery 
and staff training.  

n The inspector had discussions with the parents, staff and children at appropriate 
times throughout the inspection. 

n The inspector tracked the experiences of children. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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